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Copyright notice 


Except where otherwise stated, all material is the copyright 
of the author. Material in this magazine may be copied by 
nonprofit PC user groups without fee provided that there is 
no restriction published with the article, the copies are not 
used for commercial advantage, and the origins of the 
material and this permission to copy are acknowledged in 
the reprinted item. 

Copyright © 1996, Melbourne PC User Group Inc and 
individual authors. 





Contributions 


Authors receive no payment for their work, although a voucher 
for one or two disks from our shareware library is awarded 
in most cases. Queries regarding these disks should be 
directed to the Group’s office. Unless specifically requested 
otherwise, all articles are republished on the Group’s Internet 
service and also made available to other PC user groups for 
reprinting. 

Authors must present a balanced view of the subject matter, 
based on a reasonable period of use — if the article is overly 
critical they should submit a copy to the distributor or 
manufacturer for comment. Copies of such correspondence 
should accompany the submission. Before starting a long 
article, please write to the editor, in case someone else has 
beaten you to it. Download and read the PC Update style 
guide STYLAUTH.ZIP in area PCU.351 of the BBS. The author's 
name must appear in the first paragraph of the text. A 
contact phone number is required for subeditors and can be 
supplied (in the article) to readers at the author's discretion. 
Anonymous submissions are not accepted. 


Liability disclaimer 


All material published in this magazine represents the opinions of the 
authors, and does not carry any endorsement by the Management 
Committee or the Editor. We often do not have the resources to test 
programs or tips that are published here, so use them at your own risk. 
Problems or follow-up queries should be directed to the original author 
wherever possible. Melbourne PC User Group Inc. has no official connection 
with any public or commercial organisation and it does not provide product 
recommendations. Names of commercial products mentioned in this 
magazine are registered names and trademarks of their owners. 


Editing 
All articles are edited for style, spelling, grammar and length. Articles that 
may not be edited or that do not meet our standards, will be rejected. 


Graphics 

Please supply graphics or screen shots, wherever possible, as colour, or 
black and white images, saved in any of the formats: PCX, BMP, TIF, WME, 
EPS or JPG. Upload articles via modem as a file, making sure you are in the 
PCUP file area of the BBS, and leave a message (not “Private”) in the 

PC Update Discussion area. Only use the Internet for sending articles by 
prior arrangement with the recipient. Alternatively, send articles on any 
convenient virus-free diskette (5.25-inch or 3.5-inch — which will not be 
returned) in ASCII format (unless unavoidable) with no formatting 
whatsoever to the Group’s PO Box. 


Viruses 
Articles provided on virus-infected diskettes will be totally ignored! 


Rejections 


Please contact the Editor if your submission is not published within four 
issues. Rejections are always advised by telephone or in writing. 








How is the CD-ROM affected 
by PartitionMagic? 

Some tips from The Partition 
Magician. 








2 Microsoft | 


Seeing the Basics: 
Creating a living box 
More of Tony Stevenson’s advice. 











Prhogaingial Lairiea: 





The Antivirus Software Update 
Auto-Notification page 


It must be a virus... but then again... 
Carol Daniels uses the web to track down 
antivirus updates and news. 
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occasionally get letters to the editor 
that go something like this: 
Dear Sir, 

I really like your magazine. Why 

doesn’t someone write an article 
about everything a newcomer needs to 
know about x (x can be anything from 
database programs to the Internet). 

There are several mistakes in this 
approach. 

The first should be obvious. 

The second is that its not my magazine. 
It's yours. I do confess to lurking with 
intent. I try to spot members with 
knowledge, experience or passion about 
some aspect of computers or computing 
along with the knack of expressing 
themselves in writing. But it’s up to 
members to write the articles. 

The third...well as a writer it pains me 
to admit this...but no matter what x is, 
you can’t learn everything about it simply 
by reading about it, even in PC Update. 

The PC Update team works hard to 
distil some of our membership’s wealth 
of experience down to monthly, 64-page 
doses. But PC Update can’t do it all. 
There are other ways to learn, including 
dial help lines, message areas on the BBS, 
and training courses. 

Sometimes you just have to do it your- 
self. Make mistakes, learn from those 
mistakes and then write about them for 
PC Update, that way your fellow members 
can learn from your mistakes too. (You 
didn’t really think ’d pass up an oppor- 
tunity to ask for contributions, did you?) 


MOTD (do you know what this is?) 


A few months ago I wrote that 
exploring Melb PC’s web site was a good 
way for subscribers to spend some of 
their online time. 

Well at least I now know that subtlety 
doesn’t work. Now I’m telling you. 

If you’re a subscriber to Melb PC’s 
Internet service, visit our home page 
(http://www.melbpc.org.au) and read the 
Message of the Day (MoTD). 

Do it regularly. At least once a week. 
If you don’t have your browser set to 
autoload Melb PC’s home page, book- 
mark it. You'll find important system 
announcements in the MoTD. If you don’t 
read them you won't know what's being 
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done to the system. You won't know 
about system improvements or scheduled 
outages. Announcements about work that 
requires taking servers offline for any 
length of time, are posted as far in 
advance as possible, generally a week 

or more prior to the event. If you don’t 
read the MOTD, you only have yourself to 
blame for time wasted trying to log in 
when the system is down. 

Of course, no one can warn anyone 
about an unscheduled outage. If you’ve 
never had a hard disk crash, GPF, corrupt 
file, software bug or power failure bring 
your PC to a standstill, you may find that 
shocking. Those of us living in the real 
world know technology doesn’t always 
work flawlessly. It doesn’t even always 
work the way it’s supposed to, let alone 
the way you want it to. That’s the way 
it is in the big bad world. S*A% happens. 
Sometimes there’s nothing anyone can 
do about it. 


And another thing 


While I’m chastising members for not 
reading the MOTD, I'll remind members to 
collect and read their e-mail, at least once 
a week. 

You might find an important message 
in the mail. Something about your account. 
An answer to that urgent question you 
asked. A change in the system affecting 
you or your access to Melb PC’s Internet 
service. If you don’t read your mail, you 
won't know...well no need to sound like 
a broken record. 

You might find that your mailbox is 
full. Even with our new, larger mail 
quotas (4194304 bytes), there are always 
a few members over quota. 

When your mail box is full, new mail 
bounces. Now a “bouncing mail 
message” might conjure up an amusing 
image. But it means anyone that sends 
a message to you gets a message back 
saying the message wasn’t delivered. 
That’s not so amusing. 

A full mailbox is even less amusing 
when you've subscribed to a mailing list 
(or twenty). A single, full mailbox, and 
the ripple of bounced mail messages it 
generates, can cripple a busy mailing list. 
If it's your mail box that’s full, you'll be 
less popular than spam. 


Carol Daniels 


Some people get so stroppy over 
bounced mail messages they dash off a 
nasty message in response. Since they 
can’t get through to you, they send the 
irate message to your ISP's system 
administrator. For Melb PC that means 
one of your fellow members ends up 
copping the abuse. There are two things 
worse than getting a nasty message from 
someone you know about something 
you did. Getting a message from a 
stranger abusing you for something 
someone else did, and getting lots of 
messages from lots of strangers abusing 
you for something someone else did. 


Nag, nag, nag 


That’s enough nagging for this month. 
Here are some tips for members that 
subscribe to mailing lists, especially those 
that have had trouble unsubscribing from 
a list. It often seems easier to subscribe 
than to unsubscribe, probably because 
you have the instructions in front of you 
when you subscribe. Then when you 
decide you want to unsubscribe—say 
because all the people on the list 
compose music for underwater nose- 
flutes and you’re an aerial nose-flautist— 
you try to do it from memory. 

Bad idea. When you subscribe to most 
lists, you’ll receive a confirming message. 
Read it and keep it. That message usually 
includes instructions for unsubscribing. 

It will also include your e-mail address. 
The exact way your e-mail address is 
recorded by the list management soft- 
ware can be crucial to your being able 
to unsubscribe. 

Here are some common mistakes that 
could be thwarting your attempts to un- 
subscribe from the underwater nose-flute 
list. 


e Subscribing from one address, then 
trying to unsubscribe from another. 

e Sending your unsubscribe message to 
the list rather than the list server. 

e Putting your unsubscribe message in 
the subject line instead of the body of 
the message (or vice versa). 

e Including your “signature” in the 
unsubscribe message. 

e Not following the exact format 
required for the unsubscribe message. O 
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GAME REVIEW 


Bernadette Houghton 





he year is 20,031 and you're a One-player arcade, where you basicall 
terraformation pilot with the task ee By eet you can ie collect “ a fun, 
of protecting a priceless discovery powerups along the way. 
of Gravitium from the greedy Two-player arcade, in which two 7 7 
_hands of the Microsol (I sense ohivehs cooperatively (using different exh i l arati ng 
some irreverence here!) company. As you input devices) attack everything in 
fly over the terrain in your fighter ship, their way. Players can combine their > 
you encounter all sorts of monstrous ships into a single deadly space fighter gam e=— ki ds 
enemy craft and weapons. In the best for even more effect. 
arcade tradition, you need to shoot as N inna Paras f 
fast and furiously as you can. Soo Ne iter), Bolin wes d | I 
Teer people play over a network or modem (a n ad U Ts ° ) 
There are several modes of play link. Play can be either cooperative (all 
Single player full game, where strategy against the enemy) or competitive ve 
is just as important as fast reflexes. (against each other). This mode is also WI iT | love IT 
Collect coins, datacubes and powerups playable on computers connected with 
and choose your route very carefully. a null modem cable. 
In the registered version you can short breathers every now and then— 
upgrade your ship and weapons, and Tyrian is fun! It gets the heart racing, even which you really need (I did, anyway!). 
read datacubes to garner tips and hints —_ in the easiest mode. The pace is fast and Without question, a fun, exhilarating game 
that may help you pass a level. intensely furious, but you do get a few —the kids (and adults!) will love it. 
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Info Box 


Minimum system Availability and cost 
requirements Shareware: Available at 
major game and educational 
software stockists, including 
processor (486/66 Myer and Harvey Norman. 
recommended) Distributed by Manaccom 

4 MB RAM Ph: (03) 9569 6377 

VGA graphics Fax: (03) 9509 9641. 

10 MB hard disk space for Registered version: RRP $39.95. 
full installation or 1 MB . : 

for partial installation (CD Classification 

version only). General (all ages). 


/ 


IBM-compatible 3806/33 


Figure 1. Your fighter ship is in the bottom right of the screen. 


Figure 1. Your fighter ship isin the bottom right of the screen. _| [__ 
“ An Internet Service so fast you'll think you have it all to yourself ” 


No Connection Fees 
Support for Windows 3.11, 95 & NT 
Free Telephone, Email & Fax Support 
Flat Rate No Peak or Off Peak Billing Times 
Low Modem to User Ratio 


Monthly* 5 Hrs $10.00 12Hrs $20.00 


30 Hrs $35.00 60 Hrs $60.00 
*$3.50 an hr therafter 


Yearly* $195 a Year 90 Minutes a day Free 


UPGRADE 


— : -. TECHNOLOGY 
Meee ket Orie ate ae eee ae cern Wwe. upgra detech.com.au 
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highlight of this month’s meeting 
will be the inaugural Ron Wilby 
Awards, aimed at honouring some 
of the stalwarts of PC Update, 
while at the same time 
stimulating contributions to the club 
magazine, which most members still 

rate as this group’s greatest asset. 

It would be a great privilege if we 
could have Ron’s widow, Faye, at our 
monthly meeting to present the awards, 
which I hope throughout the life of this 
group will perpetuate the memory of 
someone whose articles constantly 
delighted and informed our members. 

We've all seen a measurable improve- 
ment in the content of PC Update in the 
past year, thanks to the hard work of 
our editorial team, and a number of 
initiatives from the committee. We held 
workshops to assist novice writers, 
introduced the awards to recognise talent 
not just of new writers, but also of 
existing ones, introduced a new look for 
the pages, and appointed new advertising 
agents to bring in the revenue that had 
until then been steadily declining. 

With all those steps, and the talent and 
enthusiasm of new editor, Carol Daniels, 
to whom we awarded our Volunteer 
of the Month prize in October, we’ve 
enjoyed a revitalised magazine that is 
also distributed by the Adelaide and 
Perth PC user groups, and is also being 
considered by our Brisbane counterparts. 

As election time draws near, I’ve been 
hearing reports of renewed moves among 
those who have previously sought to run 
this club to hand the magazine over to 
external publishers, just as in the past 
we've had suggestions that the running 
of the group as a whole should be 
handed over to a group of so-called 
independent outside administrators—a 
rare species, I suggest, and no doubt a 
very expensive one. 

I don’t believe members who ponder 
the likely outcome of such a change in 
your magazine will be happy about that, 
and I’m certainly opposed to it. Make no 
mistake about it, the sort of commercial 
interests who are being approached 
about producing PC Update would 
inevitably change its distinctively 
independent voice. We would no longer 
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on their ability to inform and entertain 
readers. Instead they would be chosen 
according to the need to pull advertise- 
ments. That would be a very different 
publication entirely, and it would entirely 
change the spirit of the group. 

I addressed you last month in this 
column on the fragile nature of user 
groups, with the collapse of Boston 
Computer Society. As I write this, the 
international Association of PC User 
Groups is preparing conference sessions 
for its forthcoming annual meeting in 
November on the topic of Do or Die 
Planning for Your Group’s Future, amid 
reports that another two major clubs 
in the US are about to fold, and many 
more are alarmed by shrinking member- 
ship, destructive divisions, financial 
problems and lack of participation. 

Our prospects of surviving despite 
those influences have been enhanced 
by the willingness of some of our more 
senior members to join the committee. 
Morris Tobias has already rejoined the 
committee, and will stand as vice- 
president in the forthcoming elections. 
I’ve asked Yahya Abdul-Aziz also to 
stand. I believe another former committee 
member will also be standing, although 
I’ve as yet been unable to confirm that 
with him. 

The new comms team has worked 
flat out over the past three months to 
dramatically upgrade our Internet service. 
As I write this, we have 130 modems 
connected, independent of administrative 
lines. We're still ironing some of the bugs 
out of a handful of modems that have 
been ringing out without a connection— 
an annoying problem— but by the time 
you read this, I expect that issue will 
have been resolved. 

That means that we now have double 
the number of lines, and four times the 
bandwidth available before we began 
upgrading the service. 

We have gone from a local cache to 
one that extends to connect.com and 
beyond, which gives us many gigabytes 
of fast disk cache, resulting in faster 
downloading of most Web pages. 

We've also doubled the mail quota, 
and have allowed external PoP access. 

The new web cache server has been 
ordered, and will shortly be in action, 





8 








indeed it may already be operating by 
the time this goes to press. 

We have introduced and successfully 
trialled the pap (Password Authentication 
Protocol), which makes logging on a far 
simpler procedure. Details are available 
on our MOTD (Message Of The Day) 
Web page. 

In configuring the system, we’ve tried 
to provide a range of possibilities to 
counter the persistent problem of modem 
compatibility. A few users have reported 
problems connecting to the Dataplex 
modems on the 9690 rotary. 

They will find the new 9686 4506 
rotary gives them access to Netcomm 
modems. Those modems do, however, 
require PAP connections. 

We are considering standardising on 
PAP across the system, so long as we 
can ensure that all users can make the 
transition. 

Before the collapse of Boston Computer 
Society I had written another cpu, in 
which I reported on our moves to 
become far more active in representing 
members’ interests in the political arena. 
Our first foray in this area has been to 
express our resistance on your behalf to 
Telstra’s proposal for timed local calls. 

Those members who attended the 
Internet seminar will have had the 
opportunity to sign a paper version of 
a petition on that topic. We have also 
produced an e-mail version for despatch 
to the minister responsible, Senator 
Richard Alston. 

We recommend all members express 
their views on this topic, not just to 
Senator Alston, but also to their local 
members. We have also been working 
through industry bodies on this matter, 
and you can expect similar efforts on 
other appropriate issues. 

I’m also representing the group on the 
Premier's Task Force on the Information 
Society, which gives us a voice in the 
development of IT and communications 
initiatives within the community. 

Another matter I commend to the 
club is the NetDay schemes which are 
designed to help our schools connect 
to the Internet. Any member interested 
in assisting with the cabling of schools 
etc, can contact me at 
president@melbpc.org.au. Oo 
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How is the CD-ROM 





en you use PartitionMagic 
on a system that has a 
CD-ROM or other removable 
media, there are several 
items to consider. Although 
PartitionMagic creates partitions, it does 
not assign drive letters. This is a function 
of the operating system. An operating 
system, such as Dos, assigns drive letters 
in the following order: the first primary 
partition on each drive receives a letter, 
followed by all logical partitions on each 
drive. Next, additional primary partitions, 
located on any of the drives, receive a 
letter, followed by the cb-Rom or other 
removable media. 

Because the CD-ROM is one of the last 
drives to receive a letter, partitions 
created or deleted on your hard drives 
affect the drive letter assigned to your 
CD-ROM. This change is usually automatic 
and there is no need for additional steps 
from the user. There are situations, 
however, when using PartitionMagic to 
create partitions, that the operating 
system fails to assign a new drive letter 
to the CD-ROm.. 


For Win 3.11/DOS or loading CD-ROM 
drivers under DOS with Win 95 
Step 1 
At the C:\ prompt, type 
EDIT: CeX\CONFIG- SYS. 


This will bring up a blue screen 
containing several lines of data. 
Step 2 
Look for a line that says LASTDRIVE=X 
(where X is any letter of the alphabet). 
Check to verify that “X” is larger than or 
equal to the letter that you expect your 
CD-ROM to be. If you are unsure what to 
Set °X: tO, set it to.°Z". 
Step 3 
After that is done, Select File, then Exit. 
If you are asked if you want to Save the 
file, select Yes. At this point, you should 
be back to a C:\ prompt. 
Step 4 
At the C:\ prompt, type 

EDIT C: \AUTOEXEC. BAT. 


Again, this should produce a blue screen 
with several lines of data. 

Step 5 

Look for a line that contains “MSCDEX”. At 
the end of this line, there may be a 


affected by PartitionMagic? 


/L:Letter (where “Letter” is the drive letter 
of your CD-ROM, before making changes 
with PartitionMagic). If the /L:Letter 
parameter appears, you will need to 
change the Letter following the L to a 
higher value. (i.e. If your CD-ROM was 
drive D:, and you just created two new 
partitions, then you will need to change 
/L:D to /L:K, thus changing your CD-ROM 
from drive D: to drive K:). 

For further information on this 
command, type 


HELP MSCDEX 


at the DOS prompt. 

Step 6 

Next, select File, then Exit. If you are 
asked if you want to Save the file, select 
Yes. At this point, you should be back to 
the C:\ prompt. 

Step 7 

It is now necessary to reboot your 
machine for the changes to take effect. 


For Win 95, where Win 95 drivers are 
used for the CD-ROM 

Step 1 

If you used PartitionMagic to create new 
partitions, and Windows Explorer no 
longer recognises your CD-ROM drive, you 
may need to change the letter that Win 95 
assigns to your CD-ROM. 

Step 2 

Push the Start button. Select Settings, 
Control Panel, then System. 

Step 3 

At the System Properties screen, select 
Device Manager. This should produce a 
screen listing all of the devices in your 
computer. Look for one that says CD-ROM. 
Double click on cp-Rom, this should 
produce the name of your CD-ROM drive 
directly under the one you just selected. 
Double click on this new listing. 

Step 4 

Next, select the folder labelled Settings. 
At the bottom of this page is a section 
labelled Reserved Drive Letters and under 
this heading are two listings, Start Drive 
Letter and End Drive Letter. 

Step 5 

Change the values for Start Drive Letter 
and End Drive Letter to reflect the new 
letter you want your CD-ROM to be. (i.e. 
If your CD-ROM was drive D:, and you 
just created two new partitions, then you 
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changing hard 
drive partitions 
will affect 


your CD-ROM 


e 
drive letter 
will need to change both Start Drive 
Letter and End Drive Letter to K:, thus 
changing your CD-ROM from drive D: to 
drive K:). 

Step 6 

After making the above changes, it is 
necessary to select Start, then Shut Down 
to reboot your machine. 


Other information 


How to change your CD drive letter so 
you can add more partitions is discussed 
in detail in John Woram’s column, in the 
September issue of Windows Magazine. 
The article is at: bttp:/Awww.winmag.com/ 
library/1996/0996/09ha1002.him#A 1. 

Also see the following articles from the 
Microsoft Knowledge Base: 


e Order in Which ms-bos and Windows 
95 Assigns Drive Letters, Article ID: 
Q51978, http://207.68.137.35/kb/ 
peropsys/msdos/q51978.htm 

e How a cD-ROM Drive Letter is Assigned, 
Article ID: Q93234, http://207.68.137. 
35/kb/peropsys/msdos/q93234.htm 
PowerQuest has a web site at: 
http://www .powerquest.com 


Acknowlegement 


Reprinted from The Partition Magician, 
September 1996. Copyright ©, 1996 by 
PowerQuest Corporation. All Rights 
Reserved. All or part of The Partition 
Magician may be copied or redistributed 
as long as copyright notices are retained. 
PowerQuest and PartitionMagic are 
registered trademarks of PowerQuest 
Corporation. The Partition Magician is a 
trademark of PowerQuest Corporation. O 


PC Update, November 1996 



















=—AVITEK 
@)Hayes 

















TECHNOLOGIES 


(oe Come¢orp 





Simplicity in 
With Digital LCD Recut 


Ce ORCOry 








V.34 prices start at $239 


5% discount for all 
Melbourne PC Members 


33.0K $ 


——————— 

bE 

All Registered Trademarks and names eae to their various registered owners. Prices 
subject to change without notice. E. & O 


Prices start at 






Modems 





vy Fax/ vee Millar ‘ea “ 


[Y cottectable 


_ FEATURES: 






Fax Modems 












MecaMopem 336 =AVTEK 
For the best value for money you cannot beat 
this Avtek. For data, fax & surfing the Net this 
33,600bps V.34+ modem is unbeatable. 


INCLUDES: 

¢ Software 

¢ FREENet time 

¢ 3 Year Warranty 


¢ 1800 Toll Free Support Line-“S 


Internet 
Fax 
Data 


Voice 








a F FATU RES «1 Saoudeu een full-duplex t 
ew ~~ INCLUDE: — speakerphone* | 
~~ or ¢ Voice mail with multiple mail | 

boxes, multiple greetings, To 
remote message & fax retrieval. - 
¢ Fax on demand facility ft 
¢ 5 Year Warranty 


S&)) AZ = 
rite 


Bieta nSeone External in : 


















baci 


ae 


— 


V.34 + 33.6K bps Ce 
Unique FaxSwitching * 
Lifetime Warranty . 
1800 Toll Free Support SS 
Cooee Fax/Data & internet wo 
Win3.11 & Win95 PnP support 
Special access to Secret 

X Files Web Sites 


¢ Official X Files Fan Club Kbivh | 
° Suports "Faxstream DUET 


Modem Superstore 
Call: (03) 9899-4744 


Showroom: 167 Middleborough Road 
Box Hill South MELBOURNE VIC 3218 
Fax: (03) 9899-4722 BBS: (03) 9899-4733 


SUIaDOUIXe 0 SLUIANnnA HP ni 








discount off RRP 
1 1p to Melb PC Members 


“Faster than most people The Premier PC Dictation Program 
can type.” May 14, 1996* 


| Now with Windows NT, Integrated text 
to speech & Internet support.!! 


WHO Uses DragonDictate? 


Join the tens of thousands of DragonDictate uses who control their PC’s and 
work directly in their applications simply by speaking. 








Business Executives and all their staff quickly create e-mail and confidential 
correspondence from start to finish, without relying on others. 

Lawyers reduce turnaround time and support costs by 
eliminating the “dictate-transcribe-revise-approve” cycle. 
Doctors instantly create accurate and legible records 
without transcription costs, errors and delays. 
Designers keep their eyes and concentration on their work as they enter 
commands without lifting their hands off the system mouse. 

Writers, Programmers, and other keyboard-intensive users reduce the risk of 
injury from repetitive keyboard and mouse motions. 


WHY DragonDictate? 


DragonDictate is the leading dictation product for Windows, 
Windows95 and Windows NT because it is so flexible. You 
can dictate right inside your applications and on a wide variety of desktops and 
portables. It is fast and accurate. You can use it totally hands-free or flexibly 
combine it with input from your keyboard and mouse. The exciting integrated 
text-to-speech capability, incorporating Centigram’s® TruVoice® technology, will 





even rad your dictation, selected text, documents and e-mail aloud on command. 


WHICH edition is right for you? 


DragonDictate features an extensive vocabulary of 120,000 carefully selected words covering a broad range of topics. 
The three DragonDictate editions vary by the number of words in the active vocabulary.-The larger the active vocabulary, 
the better your throughput and the less time you spend retrieving a word that is not active. New words are easily made 
active just by saying them and spelling them once. 

Power Edition - (60,000 words active) The choice for maximum throughput and the highest accuracy. Power Edition 
loads the largest vocabulary available into fast system memory and it allows for the greatest number of custom words to 
be added. Power Edition also integrates Centigram’s TruVoice unique text-to-speech output that automatically reads 
information to you on command. 

Classic Edition - (30,000 words active) A popular choice for many professionals and executives for it’s excellent 

mix of value and performance. Text-to-speech is available as an option. 

Personal Edition - (10,000 words active) An economical package for the home office and for 
individuals who create many documents on a particular topic. Text-to-speech is available as an option. 





Australia Wide Sales & Support 
DragonDictate 1800 063 243 
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Tel: (03) 9866 5733 Fax: (03) 9820 1872 Email: dragon@virtual.net.au & WINNER 
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living box (ny terminology) is a 
box whose border is in constant 
motion. It is a graphics strategy 
which can be used to draw a 
user’s attention to a specific part 
of an interface. For example, there might 
be a command button, text box, or label 
whose importance needs to be highlighted. 
The living box is a useful graphics 
programming technique that can be used 
in a variety of ways in VB applications. 


Getting started with a living box 


To demonstrate how to program a living 
box, this article will develop a sample 
VB application in two stages. 


In the first stage, the user can click a 
form and, while holding down the left 
mouse button, drag the mouse to draw a 
box (the shape of the box will be shown 
as the mouse is being dragged). Upon 
release of the mouse button, the box will 
come to life with its border in constant 
movement. 


In the second stage, code will be added 
to the sample application to draw a living 
box around an existing command button 
on the form (the command button is only 
an example as the living box can be 
drawn around any other type of object). 


This column provides techniques, 
tips, and tricks to help you gain 
familiarity and experience with 


Microsoft Visual Basic: a popular 
language that enables you to 
quickly write Windows applications. 
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Seeing the Basics: 
Creating a living box 


First stage: 
A living box anywhere on a form 


The sample application consists of one 
form that contains a timer control and an 
image control. Set the timer’s name to 
tmrPCUpdate and the image’s name to 
imgPCUpdate. In the general declarations 
section of the form add these variables. 
Option Explicit 

Private initialX As Single 

Private initialY As Single 

Private finalX As Single 

Private finalY As Single 

Remember to always include the Option 
Explicit statement in your VB applications 
so as to ensure that all variables used 
are explicitly declared. 


The Form’s Load procedure should 
look like this (the name of the form is 
frmPCUpdate): 

Private Sub Form_Load() 

‘ The DrawStyle property refers to 
‘ the output line style when using 
‘ graphics methods 
frmPCUpdate.DrawStyle = vbDot 
‘frmPCUpdate.DrawStyle = vbDash 
‘frmPCUpdate.DrawStyle = vbDashDot 
‘frmPCUpdate.DrawStyle = vbDashDotDot 
End Sub 

The last three lines of the Load procedure 
are commented out. These lines can be 
used later to experiment with different 
output line styles. 

The MouseDown procedure for the 
form is used to set the initial values used 
to define the dimensions of the living 
box (the variables X and Y, supplied by 
VB, are the X,Y coordinates of the 
mouse cursor’s position). The first line 
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ensures that the timer remains disabled. 


Private Sub Form_MouseDown 

(Button As Integer, 

Shift As Integer, 

X As Single, 

Y As Single) 
tmrPCUpdate.Enabled = False 
initialX = 
initialY = 
finalxX = X 
finalY = Y 
End Sub 


Xx 
¥ 


It is in the MouseMove event of the 
form that the actual drawing of the box 
begins, but only if the left mouse button 
has been depressed. Note that the 
routine responsible for drawing the box 
is called twice in order to ensure the 
proper graphical output (experiment by 
commenting out one of these calls). 
Private Sub Form_MouseMove 

(Button As Integer, 
Shift As Integer, 
X As Single, 
Y As Single) 
‘Has left mouse button been pressed? 
If Button = vbLeftButton Then 
DrawBox initialX, initialY, 
finalX, finalY 
DrawBox initialx; 2neeiraly,;* xX, Y 
finaixX-= X 
fanalY.=.Y 
End If 
End Sub 
In the MouseUp event, the last box is 
drawn (any previous version is removed), 
and the code to animate the box, that is, 
to make it a living object, is called. Note 
that this code is in the Timer event whose 
Interval property is set to 100 (also 
experiment with this value to see what 
happens). 


COMPUTER REPAIRS 
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Monitors 
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Upgrades 


Power Supply New System 
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Private Sub Form_MouseUp 
(Button As Integer, 
Shift As Integer, 
X As Single, 
Y As Single) 
RemoveOldBox 
DrawBox initialX, initialY, 
finaix, finaly 
‘Animate box 
tmrPCUpdate.Enabled = True 
End Sub 


The code in the Timer event should be 
set up as follows: 


Private Sub tmrPCUpdate_Timer () 
Dim previousDrawStyle As Integer 
previousDrawStyle = 
frmPCUpdate.DrawStyle 
frmPCUpdate.DrawStyle = vbSolid 
DrawBox initialX, initialY, 
tfinalx,; Franaly 
frmPCUpdate.DrawStyle = 
previousDrawStyle 
End Sub 


To complete the code for stage one, two 
subroutines must be added to the project 
in the General Declarations section of 
the form. One subroutine uses the form’s 
DrawMode property to alter the 
appearance of the box being drawn. The 
second one’s purpose is revealed by its 
title of RemoveOldBox. 

Sub DrawBox(firstX As Single, 
firstY As Single, 
lastX As Single, 
lastY As Single) 

Dim previousDrawMode As Integer 

previousDrawMode = 
frmPCUpdate.DrawMode 


frmPCUpdate.DrawMode = vbiInvert 
Line (firstX, firstyY)- 
















PC540/1 PC/104 Computers 
These computers use the PC/104 bus, an 


The X86 instruction sets suit standard PC 
compilers, or the $179 Pacific C Compiler. 
These boards use the 80C188EB and V51 
CPUs. 


The boards run programs from PROM or a 
FLASH-based DOS provides the familiar 
DOS environment. DRAM to 1 Mbyte or 
CMOS RAM to 512 Kbyte is available. 


Both boards have two serial ports (550 
compatible on the 541), 
RTC, EEPROM 
and Xilinx 
gate arrays 
for additional 
I/O. The 540 
has 40 I/O lines, © 
The 541 has hard/  @ 
floppy disk and A 
LPT interfaces. They 
are $350/$450 each. 
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international standard for embedded systems. 


(lastx, 
frmPCUpdate.DrawMode = 
previousDrawMode 


Lasty) ;.:;-<3 


End Sub 
Sub RemoveO1ldBox ( ) 
If finalX initialxX Then 


imgPCUpdate.Left = initialX 

imgPCUpdate.Width = finalX + 10 
Else 

imgPCUpdate.Left = 

imgPCUpdate.Width = 
Bnd Ff 
Tf: £inady: initialy: Then 

imgPCUpdate.Top = initialY 

imgPCUpdate.Height = finalY + 10 
Else 

imgPCUpdate.Top = finalY 

imgPCUpdate.Height = initialY + 10 
Rnd / LE 
‘ Move the image so that it cannot 
’ be accidentally clicked 
imgPCUpdate.Width = 1 
imgPCUpdate.Height = 
imgPCUpdate.Left = 1 
imgPCUpdate.Top = 1 
tmrPCUpdate.Enabled = False 
End Sub 


ringt x 
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Now run the sample application, press 
the left mouse button and draw a box to 
the desired size. Release the mouse 
button and the box becomes alive. For a 
different effect, change the back colour 


of the form and run the application again. 


Second stage: 
A living box around a button 
To put a living box around an object, 


such as a command button, add the 
following controls and code to the 


Australian-made Embedded Computers: PC/104 or ISA bus 


$300 PROM Programmer 


This no-fuss programmer plugs into a 
PC's printer port, and 
automatically 
writes 
PROMs 
from 

8 k to 

4 Mbytes. 


JBLOCK Modular I/O for PCs, 
Embedded Single-board CPUs 


JED has developed 
a range of I/O 
modules for 
industrial real- 
world I/O for 
avariety of jm 
applications § 
driven from * 
SBCs or PCs. 


A 26-way ribbon cable, called a JBUS cable, 
runs in multi-drop mode from an I/O port 

on any single-board computer to a 26-pin 
connector on each I/O module. JBUS has an 
8-bit address and bi-directional data bus, and 
low-true READ, WRITE, and ADDRESS 
strobes. Timing is simple: strobe adddress 
and then data into the modules. An address 
switch in the top of each module sets up the 
address. Up to 63 modules are addressable, 
with 8 I/O per module. Modules released are 
8 relay out, 8 opto in, 8 analog (12-bit) in 
and PC printer port to JBUS. 


JED Microprocessors Pty. Ltd. Phone (03) 9762 3588 Fax (03) 9762 5499 
Office 7, 5/7 Chandler Road (PO Box 30), 










AT350, AT351 LCD/EL VGA 
JED has released a family of ISA-bus VGA 
interfaces to electroluminescent, mono, 
passive and active (TFT) liquid crystal panels. 
These boards offer a total solution, from the 
ISA bus to the 
back-panel 
boards with 4 
inverters, 
etc. 


application developed in the first stage. 
Add two command buttons to the 
form. The first one should be labelled 
“Press Me!” and have its Left property set 
to 700 and its Top property set to 650 
(the Left and Top properties are used to 
position the button on the form). 


Position the second button anywhere 
on the form that is uncluttered Cits 
caption should be “Position Living Box” 
and it should be named cmdPosition). 
Add the following code to this button’s 
Click event. 

Private Sub cmdPosition_Click () 
initialxX = 300 
initialY.= 200 
finalX = 2400 
finalY = 1600 


DrawBox initialX,: initially; 
finalx, ‘finaly 
tmrPCUpdate.Enabled = True 
End Sub 


Run the application and click the 
“Position Living Box” to make the living 
box appear. 


Experiment with the living box 
application 

Have some fun with this sample 
application by changing properties and 
seeing what happens. 


E-mail address 


Contact Tony Stevenson by e-mail at 
acsmls@acslink.net.au oO 
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Project 2000 






t first glance you wouldn't 
expect to find many similarities 
between flying an F-18 and 
managing a major project. 

Yet youcan learn both from 
simulations. 

Our Top Guns spend hours “flying” a 
simulator before they are let loose in a 
real aeroplane. Melbourne-based multi- 
media company Adacel Multimedia 
believes project managers should spend 
time running a simulation, before being 
let loose in the real world. 

According to Adacel’s operations 
manager, Brian Hennessey, “Most complex 
projects are planned carefully, but then 
run by managers who gain experience 
on the job. When an unexpected event 
occurs, not being able to make the best 
possible decision will impact the time, 
cost or quality of the project.” 

Adacel has used its experience in 
developing real-time air traffic control 
and flight: simulation systems to produce 
a project management package called 
Project 2000. The package enables any 
project manager, experienced or not, to 
run a simulated project. Unplanned 
















Info Box 


Project 2000 


Minimum system requirements 
480SX/25 

Windows 3.1 : — 
4 MB of RAM (8 MB recommended) 
20 MB of hard disk space 

An Mpc-compliant CD-ROM drive 
256-colour display (640 x 480) 
Mouse 








Availability and cost 


The system is supplied on either 
CD-ROM or 1.44 MB diskettes. 


Adacel Multimedia Pty Ltd 
250 Bay Street 

Brighton VIC 3186 

Ph: (03) 9590 2991 
Fax: (03) 9596 2960 


Rep: Depends on the number of copies 
required. Contact Adacel for details. 





events are randomly generated and the 
trainee has several options from which to 
select. The effects of the selection will 
impact the time scale, cost or quality of 
the end result. Since it is only a 
simulation, two years’ worth of project 
can be undertaken in as little as eight 
hours, and overruns are not paid for in 
hard currency or lost jobs. No manager 
could ever hope, or want, to gain all the 
knowledge to cope with disasters from 
real-life experience—a simulation is a 
stress-free method to gain valuable 
experience. 

Project 2000 provides experiential 
training in project management. 
Beginners can use it to obtain good 
grounding in the methodologies, learning 
not to lose sight of the project’s goals 
and getting insight into the tools, charts 
and mechanisms they need to manage a 
project. Unlike a linear or sequential 
process, each time the system starts, the. 
project manager will face a different set 
of problems. Just as in learning to fly, or 
to play golf, practice will improve 
performance—however with a simulator 
you can’t destroy the taxpayer’s 
aeroplane or lose your own golf balls! 


Managers with more experience can 
use the system to experiment with their 
decision making, without taking any 
real-life risks. Being able to try several 
scenarios provides positive reinforcement 
of successful strategies, which will carry 
over into real projects. 

The simulation built into the system is 
a capital-based, futuristic sports and 
entertainment stadium. Parts of the 
knowledge base were derived from the 
successful construction of the Great 
Southern Stand at the McG. The project 
manager must deliver on time, within 
budget and to a stringent set of quality 
specifications. 

The early part of the simulation is 
linear—you complete three modules 
covering objectives, plan definition and 
staffing. You can call upon expert advice 
from an inbuilt project management 
consultant. There is an extensive glossary 
of terms and jargon, and advice on 
reading PERT, Gantt and resource charts. 
In these phases you define and are 
assessed on your objectives, budget and 
staffing. 


Peter Smith 





simulation is 
a stress-free 
method to 
gain valuable 


experience 


Then the real simulation takes over. 
After each decision you see graphically 
the effect it has made on your cost, time 
and so on. 

Adacel developed Project 2000 with 
the assistance of Paul Steinfort, one of 
Australia’s most experienced project 
managers. He is the co-founding 
chairman of RMIT’s Masters in Project 
Management and has served on the 
committee of the Australian Institute of 
Project Management. 

Although this simulation uses a 
capital-based construction project, the 
concepts are applicable to any type of 
project. The product is widely used by 
organisations such as Yellow Pages, 
Telstra, Containers Packaging, Cathay 
Pacific, RAAF, Legal Aid Commission and 
Department of Social Security. 

Many educational bodies are developing 
specialised courseware that will use 
Project 2000 for the practical work. It is 
in local use by Monash University, RMIT 
and Victoria University of Technology, 
with University of Nsw and Queensland 
University of Technology adopting it 
interstate. Other private training bodies 
are either signed or negotiating. Overseas 
the product is used in New Zealand, 
Taiwan, France and the USA, with interest 
from Japan, India and Canada. 

Brian Hennessey told me that the 
package was developed as an “engine” 
and a knowledge base. Although there is 
no announcement yet from the company, 
further scenarios could easily be devel- 
oped as the need and value of this style 
of training become more accepted. oO 
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New! Five year warranty means no unexpected 
maintenance costs” 


The convenience of the Executive fax/ 
modem means that you need 
only make paper copy 
when you want it. This 
eliminates waste and 
helps save our forests. 





The Maestro 14 Day unconditional money back 
guarantee is our statement of confidence in the 
products we make. 


Maestro’s leading edge telecommunications 
- interface circuitry is high fidelity and ultra high 
reliability which is opitimised for use on the latest 


A eaiipreniensive array digital and analogue exchanges. 


of status indicators 
means you won't be left 
wondering what is going 
on. 


Clever Executive switching circuitry features no 
moving parts for higher reliability. 





Executive modems feature top quality, high 
specification chips from the worlds leading 
manufacturer of communication processors, 
Rockwell. 


Maestro includes 
FaxWorks and Comlt 
(for Windows) or Mac 
Com Centre (for 
Macintosh) for great 
functionality and ease of 
use. 





The latest components are put to good use in 
our high performance RS-232 Serial I/O which 
allows transmission of data between PC and 
modem at up to 115200bps!! 





Maestro design ingenuity 
means that the Executive 
leads the market with the 
most convenient and 
versatile case available. 
Best of all, it is both manufactured 
and designed in Australia 


Configurable to IRQ 3,4,5 and 7.——----— 


Cables are included at no extra charge. 


The technology used in Executive modems gives the greatest possible compatibility 
with other brands. 


Class 1 & 2 Fax compatibility means the Executive works with virtually all 
commercial fax software. 
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Free Internet—5 hours + registration 
Unlimited Technical Support 


AUSTEL Approved 





Ph: (06) 
Maestro is a registered trade mark of ‘ 


Maestro Pty Ltd PO Box 136 Mitchell ACT 2911 : poe Owe t ae ie i laden ae 
All other brands & trade marks are property of their respective holders. * lightning strikes are not covered by warranty. Maestro Vangelis 2605/PC 
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You get free registration, free software and five hours free on-line time with 
every Executive. See the internet for yourself, the easy way. 


You get the simple to use Shiva dialler and a trial copy of Netscape, the 
benchmark for all Web browsing packages. 








Every Maestro modem is made in Australia for Australian 
conditions. This means your money stays here, reducing the trade deficit 
and keeping other Australians in jobs. 





AUSTRALIAN MOLIEM MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION 








(06) 230 3105 





The Antivirus Software Update 
Auto-Notification page 


y optometrist sends me a 
reminder when it’s time for 
my regular eye exam. My 
dentist also sends me 
reminders (I’m hoping he’ll 
stop if I ignore him). If you have a dog 
or a cat you probably get a reminder 
from the vet, whenever Fluffy or Fido 
needs a booster shot. 


New viruses are released every day 
and antivirus programmers are working 
constantly on programs to recognise and 
neutralise the new pests that threaten your 
computer. But how do you know when 
your antivirus program is out of date? 





You could call the developer every 
week or so, just to be on the safe side. 
Or you could use your 90 minutes of 
online time everyday to surf the web, 
hunting down announcements about your 
antivirus software. With new updates 
coming out every month, sometimes even 
more frequently, you could spend a lot 
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includes a section on AnviVirus 
Resources (that’s why you came here) 
and some Wacky Links (I didn’t bother). 

The selection of antivirus resources 
isn’t huge, but it does have links to a 
number of other sites, including home 
sites for the companies whose antivirus 
software the “hitchhikers” track. 

From the AntiVirus Resource page you 
can also subscribe to the CHK-SAFE list: 
“..a low volume list which distributes CRC 
data (using the program CHK-SAFE) for new 
versions of Anti-Virus (AV) software. By 
using the CHK-SAFE data supplied for each 
new version of AV software, along with 
PGP (Pretty Good Privacy) to verify the 
Email, you will insure yourself of using 
the latest, clean AV software available.” 

Here’s how the antivirus update works. 

The key is keeping track of the latest 
releases from companies producing 


e-mail notification 
of antivirus 


program updates 





If your program is on the list, you 
have the option of viewing the “latest 
version page” or registering for 
auto-notification. Registration is simple, 
because each antivirus program has its 
own registration page, you only enter 
your e-mail address in the online form. 


You'll get an e-mail message whenever 


antivirus software. When I visited, the 
following programs were on its list: 


there’s an update to your antivirus 
software. The message will include the 


of time trying to keep up with what's e ARF A-V Utilities 
going on in the world of computer viruses. — e Lanpesk from Intel 
Or you could register with The Anti- e Disinfectant for Macintosh 


virus Software Update Auto-Notification 
web page (http://www.hitchhikers.net/ 


F-Prot 


up-form.htm). e IBM Antivirus 
When I heard about this service, I e Integrity Master 
thought, what a good idea, an independ- * Norton AV 
ent, no-nonsense site that tracks updates @ SAM 
to antivirus programs and sends you a e Scan by McAfee 
free, e-mail notification whenever your e ThunderByte AntiVirus 


program is updated. 

The Antivirus Notification page is part 
of a larger site, The Hitchhiker’s Web 
Guide (bttp:/jwww.hitchhikers.net/). \t 


If your favourite antivirus package isn’t 
covered, the maintainers encourage you to 
e-mail a message about the program you 
use, and they will attempt to include it. 
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| Fully tested memory with warranty. 
Fer systems thar really marter. 


Ardebil can supply Kiligston® 's vast range of memory 
products for computers, laptops and printers made by: 

Acer Apple AST Canon Compaq Dell Digital Hewlett-Packard 
IBM Kyrocera NEC Okidata Panasonic Sharp Silicon Graphics 
Sun Tektronix Texasinstruments Toshiba Zenith™™> and more. 
We also supply a range of quality generic SIMMs from 

1MB to 128MB in 30 pin, 72 pin and 72 pin EDO. 





ARDEBIL 


: FAX Orders: 

For current prices on our product range, visit: 03 9560 5562 
 http:’/Avww.ardebil.com.au 
or email enquiries to: fchen@ardebil.com.au Mail Orders: 


Ardebil Pty Ltd 


Order enquiries, phone 03 9561 8654 6 Kooringa Crescent | 


Ve accept: BankCard, MasterCard, VISA 


Internet Tuition & Configuration a specialty 
Phone/Fax (03) 9598 3186 Mobile 018 543 841 


URL for your program’s update page. The 
update page includes information about 
the update, and a link you can use to 
download the new release. 


I’m always on the lookout for ways to 
supplement my increasingly random 
access memory (the pitiful amount I was 
born with is degrading rapidly) so I like 
sites like the Antivirus Software Update 
Auto-Notification page. They take some 
of the pressure off the “wetware.” About 
the only thing I don’t like about the 
page is its name. But then I don’t have 
to say it, I just have to point at it, and 
click. oO 
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It must be a virus... 


here’s almost as much confusion 
about computer viruses as there is 
about the biological sort. Everyone 
who owns a computer (especially 
those of us that receive disks and 
programs from others) should know the 
difference between virus fact and fantasy. 

The “Virus Myths” page is a good place 
to start. You can get there by clicking on 
“Virus Myths” from the AntiVirus Resources 
page at hitp:www.hitchbikers.net/ (see 
opposite) or go straight to the Stiller 
Research web site on which Virus Myths 
resides (hitp:/Avww.stiller.com/stiller.btm). 

Much of the information on the Stiller 
site is written by Wolfgang Stiller, the 
primary developer of Integrity Master, 
“a leading anti-virus and data integrity 
package for the IBM PC.” 

If, as you’re reading, you find you’ve 
been sucked in by some of the common 
myths about viruses, take a short detour 
to read Stiller Research’s introduction to 
viruses (it’s just a mouse click away). 

When you leave the Stiller Research 
site you'll be able to talk about macro 
viruses, boot sector viruses and Newbies 
Beware! the “Good Times Virus Hoax.” 
You can also read about trojans, worms, 
stealth viruses, logic bombs and urban 
legends in virus detection (the quick 
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D.P. Systems Engineering Services Pty Ltd (ACN 005 714 134) 


but then again... 


HARDWARE REPAIRS 
MAINTENANCE & UPGRADES 
ALL IBM COMPATIBLES 
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(Brother & Canon specialists) 


On-Site service or call for pick up 
After hours & emergency service 016 374 819 


Phone 9752 2662 
Fax 


New Address: Unit 24 756 Burwood Hwy FERNTREE GULLY VIC 3156 
Discount for Melbourne PC User Group members 


fixes that magically protect your 
computer from viral infection. Not!). 

There’s plenty of good and useful 
information at this site, but one of the 
most valuable bits of advice isn’t directly 
concerned with viruses. 

If you read messages on the BBs or the 
Internet for very long, you'll notice how 
quickly people conclude that a virus is 
the cause of any sudden, mysterious or 
serious computer problem. Your assump- 
tions shape your course of action. So if 
you start searching for a solution 
believing the problem was caused by a 
virus, you'll be looking for an answer in 
antivirus technology. If standard antivirus 
programs don’t identify and resolve the 
problem, it’s panic time. The next step is 
usually a search and destroy mission 
(with the emphasis on “destroy”). 

If you learn one thing from your visit 
to the Stiller web site, it should be this: 

Viruses are a problem but they are not 
the main thing to concern yourself with. 
There are many other threats to your 
programs and data that are much more 
likely to harm you than viruses. Problems 
such as hardware glitches, software con- 
flicts, software bugs, and even typos are 
much more likely to cause undetected 
damage to your data than viruses. A well- 
known antivirus researcher once said that 
you have more to fear from a spilled cup 
of coffee than from viruses. While the 
increased number of viruses now puts 
this statement into question, it’s still clear 
that there are many more occurrences of 
data corruption from causes other than 
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85 Waverley Road 
East Malvern VIC 3145 
phone: (03) 9563 5355 

fax: (03) 9563 5226 













viruses. So, does this mean that viruses 
are nothing to worry about? Emphatically, 
no! It just means that we need to address 
the other threats to our data as well as 
viruses. Because viruses are deliberately 
written to invade and damage your PC, 
they are the most difficult threat to guard 
against. It’s pretty easy to understand the 
threat that disk failure represents and what 
to do about it, but the threat of viruses 
is much more difficult to deal with. O 
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Partitions, files and wasted space... 
sometimes small is better 


re you getting a little short of 
drive space? Don’t rush out and 
buy a bigger drive just yet! 

If you have lots of small 
files on your hard drive, you 
probably also have lots of wasted space, 
and the bigger your hard drive the more 
space you re wasting. The wasted space 
is called “slack space.” It’s made up of 
unused bytes left at the end of your files. 

The file allocation table (FAT) system 
used by pos, Win 3.x and Win 95 Cin a 
modified version) allocates file space 
based on sectors. Each file is allocated a 
pre-determined number of sectors: with 
each sector being 512 bytes. A minimum 
of four sectors forms a cluster or 
allocation unit, and the bigger your 
drive, the more sectors are used per 
cluster. If the smallest cluster is four 
sectors, and each sector is 512 bytes, the 
smallest file is 2 KB, even if the file data 
is contained in just one or two bytes. 
The file will still take up 2 KB on your 
hard drive. 


Under the FAT system, the maximum 
number of clusters on a drive is 65,536— 


Virus protection 


no matter how large the drive is. So the 
size of a drive determines the number of 
sectors used for each allocation unit, or 
cluster. The more sectors in a cluster, the 
bigger the minimum allocation unit, and 
the more potential slack space at the end 
of the file. Because no matter how large 
the cluster or how small the file, a 
cluster can only be used by one file at a 
time. Any left over space is wasted. Os/2 
and Win NT do not have this problem. 

If you glance at the accompanying 
chart, you'll see that for a given size file, 
wasted drive capacity increases with 
increasing disk size. 

For example a 1 KB file on a 1.2 GB 
drive is stored in one cluster. That 
cluster is made up of 64 sectors or 32 
KB, so you have 31 KB slack space. 

If you stored that same 1 KB file on a 
400 MB drive it would also be stored in 
one cluster. But that cluster is made up 
of just 16 sectors or 8 KB. 

You still have slack space, but this 
time you've only wasted 7 KB instead of 
31 KB. 

If, instead of storing that 1 KB file on 
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a 400 MB drive, you partition your 1.2 
GB drive into three partitions of 400 MB 
each, you achieve the same thing. 
Again, looking at the accompanying 
chart, if you have a drive (or a single 
partition) larger than 512 MB your 
effective drive space can be drastically 
reduced. If you haven’t already done so, 
I suggest that you consider partitioning 
your drive. It won’t be any bigger, but 
youll probably be able to fit a lot more 



































files on it! O 
MB on HDD ication unt | XB per He per? KB 
Up to 127 4 2 | 
128 — 255 8 4 3 
256 — 511 16 8 7 
512 — 1023 32 16 15 
1024 — 2047 64 32 3] 
2048 upwards 128 64 63 














very month hundreds of new 

computer viruses are created and 

released into the world. Who 

creates them? I doubt we'll ever 

identify all the perpetrators, or stop 
them. So rather than worry about who 
they are, let’s just worry about how to 
protect our computers from their creations. 

Better yet, let’s do something to reduce 

our worries. Today, that means 
protecting our personal computers from 
viruses. It’s a must. 


Antivirus scanning programs 
Everybody’s heard of McAfee, VET, 
Norton AntiVirus, etc. But which is the 
best? All of them! Yes, the best way to 
protect your computer from viruses is to 
use multiple programs to scan your disks. 
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How many? As many as you can 
afford. Of course it’s not practical to buy 
every antivirus package. You should use 
at least two different packages when 
scanning for viruses. 


Within the hierarchy of antivirus 
scanning programs, I put McAfee, F-Prot 
and veT on the top rung. Why? What 
about Microsoft AntiVirus, Norton 
AntiVirus and Central Point AntiVirus? 
Well they are all good, sound programs, 
produced by highly reputable companies. 
But these programs aren’t updated as 
frequently as my top-rung choices. 

So what? Well, go back and reread the 
first sentence of this article. Get it? There 
is constant stream of new viral threats to 
your computer. So, while you buy 
McAfee, F-Prot and VET in a store just 
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like any other software, these programs 
are different from others in a very 
important way. These programs are 
updated—usually monthly—and the 
updates are distributed widely. For 
example, McAfee’s monthly update is 
available from McAfee’s Bulletin Boards 
throughout the world and via the 
Internet, from McAfee’s FTP site. 

When it comes to virus scanning 
programs, regular updates mean reliability. 





About the author 


Tim P Hardman is a part-time computer 
technician in training to become an 
Electronics Engineering Officer in the 
RAAF, you can contact him via e-mail at: 
tim.hardman@empire.bbs.net.au or 
Netmail: 3:632/530. oO 
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ways to copy a 
large file from 
a hard disk 

to another 


destination 


t's easy to create or download a file 

too large to fit onto a floppy disk. 

For example, I recently created a 

3 MB word processor file—it 

contained a number of embedded 
graphs. Many program files available on 
the Melb PCs BBs are also too large to fit 
onto a single floppy disk. 


How do you give a copy of such a file 
to someone else? How do you get one 
of these large files off your hard drive 
when you want to reclaim the space, but 
can’t delete the file, because you may 
need it in the future? Judging by messages 
I have seen on the BBs and discussions I 
have had with people at work, I’ve 
decided that this is a common problem 
that inconveniences a lot of people. 

It doesn’t have to be this way. The 
problem is easy to solve. There are a 
number of inexpensive, simple solutions 
and a few elegant, expensive and 
moderately elaborate ones. Even if you 
are experienced with computers, it’s easy 
to overlook solutions when you are 
under pressure to find an answer 
quickly. With that in mind, I decided to 
share the ways I know of solving this 
problem. 

Before I do, however, I want to make 
a couple of points. 


e This is a summary of all the ways I 
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Beating the big file blues 


could think of to copy or move a 
large file (or a large group of files) 
from one hard disk to another 
destination. In doing this, I have 
imagined that my purpose was to 
either give a copy of the information 
to someone else, or to record the data 
in a form I could store for future use. 


e Some methods are easier than others. 
Some would only be practical if you 
had a recurring need to move very 
large files. Others might be attractive 
in a “one-off” situation but too 
involved to use regularly. If a method 
uses floppy disks, neither the size of 
the available floppy, nor the size of 
the file matter very much. The 
compression methods which I will 
describe (e.g. using PKzip) work 
equally well with a large group of files 
(in a directory or a number of sub- 
directories) as they do with a single 
large file. 


e As you read the article, wear your 
(ateral) thinking-cap. You may find a 
way to solve you unusual file archive 
or transfer problems by being creative 
or by combining one or more of the 
techniques in this article. 


e All the shareware programs mentioned 
in the article are on the Melb PC pps 
or in the shareware library. The soft- 
ware mentioned is not an exhaustive 
list of the programs that can do these 
tasks. Browse the BBs, the Melb PC 
shareware catalogue or your favourite 
computer vendor’s shelves if you like 
an idea, but the software I describe 
does not suit your needs. 


e Finally, this is not a “how to” article, 
I haven’t included instructions on how 
to implement the techniques. If you 
want to try these methods, you will 
need to consult the documentation for 
the relevant hardware and/or software. 


Hardware solutions 


If you spend a lot of time and energy 
trying to shift large files, buying some 
new hardware to simplify the task might 
be justified. Or you could look for new 
ways to use equipment you already 
have, either way, here are some 
hardware options to consider. 


e Floppy drives—floppy drives that can 
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read/write special 2.88 MB floppy disks 


e Zip brand drives—even more data can 
be stored on the special disks used by 
these new drives. 


e Removable hard disk cartridges—such 
as Syquest, which come in a range of 
capacities—are good for recording and 
moving large amounts of data 


e A CD-ROM writer—expensive, sure, but 
you can send 650 MB of data at a time! 


e A tape drive—sure you bought it for 
backups, but you can use it to swap 
hundreds of megabytes of data 
between two machines. For this to 
work, both machines must be using 
the same type of tapes and run 
compatible tape backup software. 
Other than that, it’s simple. You use a 
blank tape and back-up the big file(s) 
wish to move, then “restore” the file(s) 
to other computer’s hard drive. 


Face-to-face transfer 


If you can bring the two computers 
within a couple of metres of each other, 
you can transfer data over a cable 
connected to the computers’ parallel or 
serial ports. A number of programs are 
available to control the data flow. Recent 
versions of Dos have the Interlink 
program. Windows 95 has similar 
software. LapLink, Carbon Copy and 
Norton PC Anywhere (all commercial 
programs) do this very well. Recent 
versions of XTree include a Dos program 
called XTLink which works effectively. 
For shareware programs, check the BBS 
or the Shareware library for FMAV30.ZIP, 
ZIP161.ZIP and PRLINK20.ZIP. 


Modem methods 


There are several ways to use modems 
to swap large files or groups of files 
between computers. 

Modem to Modem 

See Christopher Canham’s File transfer 
without a net (PC Update, July 1996) for 
a good description of the simplest 
method for performing file transfers over 
the telephone lines. His final tip was to 
try “host mode” if you planned on doing 
this regularly. 

Host mode 

Many communication programs (such as 


Telix and Telemate) include a “host” or 
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“Mini-BBs” program. With a host mode 
setup, your modem and computer act as 
a simple BBs. People can call you via 
modem/communications programs, log 
on to your mini-BBs and upload or 
download any number of files (of any 
size). 

I have used the host mode script 
supplied with the Dos version of Telix 
for this purpose. It is easy to set up and 
includes a “chat mode.” Note that the two 
computers do not need to be running 
the same communications program. If 
you set up your computer as a mini-BBS 
using Telix host mode, people can use 
any other comms program to call you. 
Remote control programs 


Programs such as Carbon Copy, Norton 
PC-Anywhere, and LapLink are 
commercial programs you can use to 
connect to a remote computer via a 
modem. When you do, the hard drive 
on the remote PC appears to be a drive 
on your computer. To use these programs 
both computers must have the same 
remote control program installed before 
making the modem connection. I have 
used Carbon Copy v2 for Windows on 
many occasions for file transfers between 
my machine and a friend’s PC. Using a 
tool in Carbon Copy that is similar to 
Windows FileManager, I could set up 
one window to view my hard drive, and 
the other to view my friend’s hard drive. 
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I could use drag-and-drop to copy files 
between the two disks very rapidly Gin 
either direction). The program compresses 
data during transfer, so even though my 
friend had a 2400 bps modem (mine was 
a 14.4 kbps), I was impressed by the 
transfer rate. My friend told me he found 
our first transfer experiment “spooky.” 
All he saw at his end was a duplicate of 
the windows on my screen, and a mouse 
pointer moving by itself, “kidnapping” 
his files. 

E-mail attachments 


If you and the person you want to send 
files to both have an Internet connection 
and a suitable e-mail program, you can 

attach files to e-mail message and transfer 


_ large files this way. Normally attachments 


are encoded by e-mail programs—using 
MIME, UUENCODE, BinHex, etc — so that 
they can be transmitted across the Internet. 
To use this technique effectively, you'll 
want to ensure both party’s e-mail 
programs can be set to the same encoding 
method. Even though many programs 
auto-detect attachment encoding, some 
only handle certain encoding types. In 
that case you may need to look for an 
add-on encoding/unecoding program. The 
size of the file you can send will be limited 
by the amount of mailbox space allocated 
to the receiver by his or her isp. If you 
don’t want to turn friends into enemies, 
check this before you send a large 
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attachment. You can send compressed 
files as attachments (see more about 
compression below), which will usually 
give a smaller total data parcel. 

Fax a file 

With the appropriate software, most 
modern modems can be used to send 
faxes, and some fax software programs 
have an “attach a file” option. WinFax 
Lite and WinFax Pro are two such 
programs. The restrictions are that you 
must be sending the message to a another 
modem— not a fax machine—and the 
receiving modem/computer must also be 
running WinFax (Lite or Pro) to decode 
the transmission properly. Even with these 
restrictions, this is a good alternative to 
setting up host mode with your comms 
programs. 

Backup programs 

Dos and Windows 3.x include a backup 
utility. You can use this utility to “back-up” 
a selected file, (or a group of files of 
any size) to floppy disks. The program 
automatically compresses the data and 
can split it into chunks over several 
floppy disks if it is too big to fit on a 
single disk. For this to work smoothly, 
both machines should be running the 
same version of DOS or Windows (there 
is limited backward compatibility between 
various DOS versions of the Backup 
utility). Windows 95 has a backup program 
which can be used in a similar fashion. 
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Compressed files 


By compressing a file you can produce a 
new file that is smaller than the original 
file. Although there are many compression 
programs, they all use mathematical 
systems that look for repeated data 
sequences within a file. The compression 
program replaces the repeated sequences 
with shorter pieces of data. Using the same 
mathematics in reverse, a compressed file 
can be expanded to its original size and 
form, without any data loss. 


Fortunately, you do not need to be a 
maths whiz to compress your files. The 
program does it all for you. All you need 
is one of the readily available compression 
programs. Given the right circumstances, 
the compressed file will fit onto a floppy 
disk. If the compressed file is still too 
big to fit onto one floppy, compression 
programs provide another neat option. 
They can split compressed files into 
chunks that fit on a sequence of floppy 
disks. This is called “spanning” the file. 


The shareware programs PKZip, LHA 
and AR are all Dos compression/ decom- 
pression programs. They each offer options 
and command line switches (the sorts of 
things that can intimidate a beginner). 
Fortunately, the shareware programs 
WinZip (for Windows) or Shez (for Dos) 
make file compression easier by acting 
as front-ends for the compressions 
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programs. Using WinZip or Shez you 
choose the actions you need from a menu 
or by clicking on a button, without 
having to type complex command lines. 

You probably already know that you 
can use drive compression programs on 
whole drives. But do you know that you 
do the same thing to floppy disks? 
Stacker (a commercial program) and 
DoubleSpace (a disk utility program 
included with Dos 6.x, also called Drive- 
Space) can be used on a floppy disk to 
achieve the same effect on a smaller scale. 

Note: If you do not have Stacker or 
DoubleSpace/DriveSpace already installed 
on your hard drive, do not try to run the 
program just to create a compressed 
floppy disk. You may tie your system into 
very unpleasant knots! 

If you have Stacker disk compression 
software installed on your computer, 
you can use it to create a “compressed” 
floppy disk which is readable by other 
computers, even if they do not have disk 
compression running on their system. 

If you have Stacker installed, you 
create a “compressed” floppy, by taking a 
blank, formatted, floppy disk and telling 
Stacker to compress it. Once the 
operation is complete, you can copy files 
to the floppy disk as you would normally. 
Stacker automatically compresses the files 
as they are transferred to the floppy. 
(Don’t get too excited when you see the 
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“free-space ” reading, this is an estimate 
and the estimates can be quite 
outrageous! How much you can actually 
store on the disk will depend on how 
compressible the data is). 


When you create a “Stacked” floppy, a 
program called STACKER.EXE is included on 
it. STACKER.EXE enables another computer 
to access the data, even if that system 
does not have Stacker installed. 


If you have DoubleSpace/DriveSpace 
compression on your hard disk, you can 
create compressed floppy disks in a 
similar way to that described for Stacker. 
However, these compressed disks can be 
read only by other computers with 
DoubleSpace/DriveSpace installed. 


Enhanced density formatting 


There are many shareware programs that 
can format a floppy disk to hold more 
than its standard capacity. A program 
called 2M30.zIP is one example, there 

are many others. I have not tried this 
technique, but I have been told that it 
works best if you use good quality disks. 
Note: A copy of the program used to create 
enhanced density disks may need to be 
installed on the receiving computer for the 
disk to be readable. Some programs use a 
TSR or device driver to enable the 
computer to read/write the special format. 
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Chop ‘em up 


I’ve saved one of the most basic techniques 
for last. It's the software equivalent of 
grabbing a large knife and cutting your file 
into smaller pieces! There are programs to do 
just this. Once you transfer all the pieces to 
their new destination, you glue them back 
together using a “rejoin” option. Programs to 
try are CARVE20A.ZIP, SLICE13.ZIP (for DOS) or 
SPLICE25.ZIP (WinSplice for Windows). 

I recently used WinSplice to transfer a 

2 MB file, compressed in an unusual format, 
to another PC. WinSplice split the file 
between two 1.44 MB floppy disks and in 
the process copied a Dos “resplice” program 
on to the first floppy. When I ran the Dos 
resplice program, it reconstructed the file 


perfectly on the second computer’s hard drive. 


There’s probably more... 


I’ve tried to think of all the different ways a 
large file or collection of large files could be 
transferred or stored. I am sure I have 
overlooked a few possibilities. Even if none 
of these methods suits your needs, I hope 
that I have at least stimulated your creativity, 
by demonstrating that there are a large 
number of solutions to a group of problems 
which, at first glance might seem almost 


impossible to overcome. a 
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You can find compression 
programs on the BBs in the 
“Sysops Favourites” Area. 
When using these programs, you will 
see the term “compression ratio.” This 
is a measure of the amount by which 
a file was compressed. For example, 
if a file is compressed to half its size 
the compression ratio is 2:1. 

Some important things to remember 
when you use a compression program: 


e Most programs offer different levels 
of compression (low, medium, 
high). Higher compression takes 
longer to perform, but produces a 
smaller compressed file. 


e All files cannot be compressed to 
the same degree. A word processor 
or spreadsheet file may compress to 
2:1 or more. With an -EXE file you 
might be lucky to get a 
compression ratio of 1.5:1. 
Occasionally, you can get 
spectacular results. I achieved a 
compression ratio of 30:1 recently 
with some graphic files. That was 
possible, because the graphic 
images were composed of large, 
repeating sections of either black or 
white. 


e Some files are already compressed, 
for example, graphic images in GIF, 
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JPEG and MPEG formats, and .ZIP .LHZ 
and .ARJ files (produced by the 
compression programs themselves). 
Trying to compress them again may 
actually produce a larger file. In a 
sense, a compressed file is like an 
envelope that contains the tightly 
squashed original data. What do 
you get when you put an envelope 
inside another envelope? A larger 
envelope of course! 


If compressing a file does not make 
it small enough to fit on a floppy, 
try the “spanning” option. When the 
file is decompressed, the separate 
chunks are joined to recreate the 
original file. 

If you need to send a compressed 
file to someone who doesn’t have a 
copy of the same compression/ 
decompression program, you can 
create a “Self Extracting’ file. PKzip, 
LHA and Arj can all compress a file 
and create self-extracting .EXE file. 
The file looks like a standard .EXE 
file, but when the receiver runs the 
file, it is decompressed 
automatically, recreating the original 
data file. 
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Which Java for Dummies? 


No, that is not a book title but a valid 
question that crossed my mind when 
presented with two similarly designed 
and sized books from 1bDG Books. Both 
bear the same yellow cover as the other 
books in the “Dummy” series and both 
come with a CD-ROM and are pitched at 
the “Beginning to Intermediate” level of 
readership skills. 

Java is an object-oriented programming 
language that would be easily learnt by 
someone who knows C++ and is 
becoming a requisite language for World 
Wide Web (www) designers. 

The first book is Java Programming for 
Dummies. Its contents feature the Java 
language for about 166 pages. The next 
hundred pages contain various detailed 
examples, and the rest cover the www 
aspects of using Java applets. 

The accompanying CD-ROM includes the 
Java Development Kit GDK) version 1.02 
for Windows 95, NT, Sun Solaris and 
Macintosh. You get eight applets that are 
described in the book, 15 more from the 
Internet Java community (including 
source), and 20 more from the JDK. You 
use your web browser to examine the 
CD-ROM. 

Donald J. and David Koosis: 

Java Programming for Dummies 

IsBN 1 56884 995 8 

363 pages 

Published by 1DG Books 

RRP $59.95 





On the bookshelf 





The second book is Java for Dummies. 
It does not devote half its length to Java 
programming fundamentals as does the 


first. This has a more “practical” feel to it. 


Web page and browser considerations 
are introduced soon after a brief 
introduction to Java. This takes up half 
the book. While not the same as Java, 
JavaScript is a simpler scripting language 
that is a gentler alternative. This is 
introduced over the next 70 pages. The 
rest of the book contains useful tips. 
There are many illustrations throughout 
the book. 


The Cbd-ROM supplied with this book 
appears to be attractive at first glance 
(compared with the first book) when 
viewed through the web browser. There 
is background music and a flashing book 
cover image. Links take you to some 
audio files and animations but I could 
not get any animation to display. Even 
the CD-ROM locked up my PC when 
inserted the first time (soon after loading 
the one from the other book). 


This CD-ROM only supports Windows 
95, NT, and Macintosh. Curiously, the 
CD-ROM offers the following “warning”: 
“Your browser may eventually crumble 
under the stress of all the applets and 
scripts here. Unfortunately, Java is so 
new that most Java-savvy browsers aren’t 
able to get through every link below 
without behaving erratically from time to 
time—there’s a whole lotta juice in these 
pages! You may have to quit your 
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browser, or even restart your computer, 
after after a while: Consider it a Java 
overdose...In the near future, most 
browsers will be able to handle this 
much Java.” 

I was disappointed with the CD-ROM 
mainly because it kept crashing my 
Microsoft Internet Explorer 3.0 browser 
and I did not have the latest Netscape 
offering as an alternative. 

Aaron E. Walsh: Java for Dummies 

IsBN 1 56884 641 X 

306 pages 

Published by 1pG Books 

RrP $44.95 


Which cup of Java to drink? 


I did not have the time to actually 
attempt to learn the Java language, 
which would be a major undertaking 
despite my Pascal background and a 
total absence of C or C++ skills. As I am 
a busy person, I am looking for quick 
answers to get a job done; thus I would 
choose Java for Dummies over Java 
Programming for Dummies. The latter 
suits those who need a detailed 
treatment of the programming language 
and the source code to the applets. The 
CD-ROMs are lightly populated: 21.7 MB 
and 25.1 MB respectively. Both books 
are worth a look. 


Getting Connected: 
The Internet at 56K and Up 


When I first saw a reference to this book 
I saw the “56K” and mentally dismissed 
it because 56K usually refers to the US 
flavour of a leased line not unlike our 
ISDN. 


I was mistaken. There was a steady 
hubhub on the Internet about this book 
and I decided to take a closer look. 


Author Kevin Dowd has written this 
book for the person who will be 
connecting the Internet to an office or 
other type of network. In other words, 
this book is of interest to anyone who 
needs a high-level guide to establishing 
an Internet presence. “High-level” does 
not mean shallow: there is sufficient 
detail to explain each component in 
point form and some people would 
need no further manual. 
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The book discusses 


e Evaluating one’s needs against 
services offered by the Internet 
provider 

e Understanding the communications 
infrastructure 

e Data link protocols, including ppp, 
frame relay, X.25, HDLC, ATM and SMDs 

e Physical connection types, including 
56K leased line, T1, T3, ISDN, SONET 

e Router configuration 

Internet security, including firewalls 

and proxy servers 

e Configuration of DNs, mail, www, 
news, and FIP servers 


Extending Internet services to the 
desktop 


Perhaps the text relating to physical 
connection types can be read with the 
caution that we have other options in 
Australia, but the rest of this book is 
very easy to follow. It includes not 
only the computing “meat” necessary 
to establish one’s Internet connection 
but also the financial and numeric 
worksheets that will help you make 
the best pricing and data sizing 
decisions. Security is not overlooked, 
with a comprehensive treatment of 
firewalls to suit all budgets. 


How much detail can the author 
cover in 1-5 pages for most topics? 
Quite a lot. Not only are the concepts 
explained, but specific commands to 
compile or run various programs are 
also given. Getting Connected has the 
same quality we have come to expect 
of O'Reilly & Associates publications 
and is worth your consideration. 


Kevin Dowd: Getting Connected: 
The Internet at 50K and Up 

ISBN 1 56592 203 4 

424 pages 

Published by O’Reilly & Associates 
RRP $49.95 
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Accounting 





n the September issue of 
PC Update we published 
details of Peachtree for 
Windows Accounting 3.5. 
As often happens in our 
industry things change. 


e Peachtree can be networked to 
a number of nodes, depending 
on the network setup. 

e The latest Peachtree Windows 
product is Peachtree Complete 
Accounting for Windows. We 
hope to review this, early next 
year. 


Distributors 


The Australian distributorship has 
changed from that in September’s 
PC Update. 


e For Queensland and NSW 
contact Geoff Grover 
ph: (07) 3374 0239. 

e In South Australia contact 
Wilson Computers 
ph: (085) 32 6459. 

e In Victoria and elsewhere 
contact Angela Evans from 
Binary Vision 
ph: (03) 9735 4820 
fax: (03) 9735 4800. 


Technical support 


Ignore the details in the review 
and instead: 


e In Queensland and NSW 
contact Impact Software 
Ph: (07) 2801 3211. 

e In South Australia contact 
Wilson Computers 
Ph: (085) 32 6459. 

e In Victoria and elsewhere 
contact Angela Evans from 
Binary Vision, 

Ph: (03) 9735 4820 

Fax: (03) 9735 4800. 

Binary Vision is an authorised 
Peachtree Support Centre. 
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February | Entertainment/Infotainment (Multimedia, Games) 
March Communications (BBS, Internet, Intranet) 
April Education 





May | Publishing (DTP WWW, CD-ROM, WinHelp, Graphics) 
June Information Management (Database, PIMS, Spreadsheets) 
July SOHO 

___ August a Operating Systems (Windows NT, 95, 3.x, DOS, 0/S2, UNIX) 
PCs and the Professions (Accounting, Legal, Architecture, 



































September Medical, Market Research, Investment, Insurance, efc.) 
October | Upgrading 

November Productivity (Utilities) 

December Christmas Special 
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20 Briggs Street, Caulfield South. Vic. 3162 


Phone: (03) 9532 9070 

Fax: (03) 9532 7470 

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 9-12 Sat. All cards, cheque or cash. 
MAIL ORDER [Please add $3.95 P & H|] 

















Backup! 
Just do it! 


o you back up all your important 
system files? I can hear you 
groaning already. Backups again? 
Well yes, here is an automated 
backup, wrapped in a batch file! 





The batch file automates the backup 
of specified files to a second hard disk 
or, if you don’t have a second hard disk, 
to a series of floppy disks. In a pinch, 
you can do your backup to your primary 
hard disk. But do remember to transfer 
the backup files to floppy disks. Other- 
wise what’s the point? What happens 
if you store your sole backup on your 
primary (or indeed, only) hard disk, and 
that drive fails? 


If instead, you back up your data files 
from your first hard disk to your second 
hard disk or to floppy disks (with verify 
turned on) you will have a much better 
chance of restoring your system to 
working order. Of course, before you’re 
fully operational, you'll have to reinstall 
your applications and reset all your 
preferences. What a pain! 


This batch file will help you avoid 
some of that pain. The batch file is 
designed to back up files created when 
you customise your applications along 
with all those .INI and .GrP files. It backs 
up the files that you specify, and no 
others. And, although it was written for 
computers running MS-DOs/Win 3.x, it 
could be ported across to Win 95 via a 
shortcut. 


Assumptions 


e You have LHA.EXE installed and it is in 
your path. If you type LHA at the Dos 
prompt in any directory and get “Bad 
command or Filename,” LHA.EXE is not 
in your path. You will have to edit 
your AUTOEXEC.BAT file to include LHA.EXE 
in your path statement. If you don’t 
have LHA.EXE you can download it from 
the BBS (LHA213.EXE) from the “Sysops 
Favourites” area. LHA213.EXE is a self- 
extracting archive. When you type 
LHA213 at the DOS prompt, it creates a 
number of files in the current directory. 
LHA.EXE and LHA.DOC are the most 
important of those files. 

e You know how to create a text file in 
a text editor or how to save document 


files created in your word processing 
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program as a Dos text file. 


e You know how to create a directory, 
and how to copy and move files from 
one directory to another. 


e You know which system files you 
want to back up, and you know or 
can determine the complete Dos path 
to those files. 


Making your “list file” 


Your “list file” is a file that contains a list 
of the files you want to back up. 


Here’s a sample list of the files I back 
up. As you can see, items in the list 
include the drive, directory and file 
name. In some cases I’ve elected to back 
up all files with a particular name and 
any extension (e.g. C:\CDMKE.*) or all files 
in a directory (C:\BAT\*.*) or all files of a 
particular type (C:\UTIL\*.vPT) 


: \AUTOEXEC. BAT 
:\QGONFIG.SYS 

SG DMKE »..™ 

BG 1 

+ \ TEMP\CMOS\* .* 
e\UTIL\RVS -CFG 
EXGTLIG\T .CNE 

FAUTILA* .VPT 

: \WINDOWS \* . CFG 

: \WINDOWS \* . INI 

: \WINDOWS \* .GRP 

: \WINDOWS \REG. DAT 

: \WINDOWS \WIN. COM 

: \WINDOWS\SYSTEM\* .CFG 
: \WINDOWS\SYSTEM\* . INI 
: \WINDOWS\SYSTEM\* .REG 
: \BACKUP\ BACKUP! . BAT 

: \BACKUP\BACKUP!1.DAT 
: \BACKUP\BACKUP!2.DAT 
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To create your “list file” you have to 
type the list using a text editor, such as 
MS-DOS EDIT or Windows 3.x Notepad. 
You can also can use a word processor 
that can save in ASCII or DOS format, 
however, the batch file can only use 
plain, unformatted text, so you must 
remember to save it as a plain text file. 


The format for each line in the “list 
file” is 
[drive]:\[path]\[filename.ext] 


As far as I know this file can contain as 
many entries as you like. I backup to 
floppy disks, so for convenience sake, I 
have two “list files.” I’ve set up my “list 
files” to produce two archives, each of 
which fits on to a single 1.44 MB floppy 
disk. Here is my second list. 






: \COMMS \BLUEWAVE\ * . CFG 

: \COMMS \BLUEWAVE\ TAGLINES \* . TAG 

: \COMMS \BLUEWAVE \ DATA\ KEYWORDS. * 
: \COMMS \BLUEWAVE\DATA\ REPLIES. * 

: \COMMS \ BLUEWAVE\ DATA\* . INI 

: \COMMS \ BLUEWAVE \ DATA\ * .CFG 

From these two lists you can see that it 
is possible to back up any file or group 
of files. The batch file uses the “list files” 
to determine which files to direct to the 
compression and archiving program, 
LHA.EXE. 


The batch file 


As with my previous article (Batch files 
and call waiting, PC Update, September 
1996) there are some comments 
embedded in the batch file. Lines 
beginning with :: are comments and can 
be ignored. /Ed: Some lines of these batch 
files are too long to fit in one line of this 
column. Where a logical line takes more 
than one physical line, subsequent lines 
are shown indented. All commands 
shown here start in the leftmost column.] 
BACKUP! .BAT === 
@echo off 
First save the environment 
variable TMP, in case it is 
pointing to a smallish 
ramdrive, for restoration 
>? later. 
SET TMP_ORG=%TMP% 
Set TMP to nothing so that 
LHA will create the Backup 
: files on-the intended: d¥ive. 
SET TMP= 
Setup the backup drive and 
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directory, note that 
e:\backup may not suit your 
system. 


SET BACKUP=E: \BACKUP 
The statements that do the 
backup. 
LHA U -X %BACKUP%\BACKUP!1.LZH 
< SBACKUP%\BACKUP!1.DAT 
LHA U -X %BACKUP%\BACKUP!2.LZH 
< SBACKUP%\BACKUP!2.DAT 
Restore the TMP environment 
variable 
SET TMP=%TMP_ORG% 
Erase the temporary 
2:2: variables 
FOR 3A IN (TMP_ORG BACKUP) 
DO SET %%A= 


About the batch file 


The two lines 


LHA U -X %BACKUP%\BACKUP!1.L2ZH 
< S®BACKUP%\BACKUP!1.DAT 


and 


LHA U -X %BACKUP%\BACKUP!2.L2H 
< SBACKUP%\BACKUP!2.DAT 


are essentially the same. Each creates a 
backup file from a “list file.” The first 
creates the backup archive BACKUP!1.LZH' 
from the BACKUP!1.DAT “list file.” The 
second creates BACKUP!2.LZH from the 
BACKUP!2.DAT “list file.” 

Whether you need one, two or more 
such lines will depend on how many 
files you back up and how many backup 
archives you want to produce. You'll 
need to delete or add these lines 
according to your specific needs. 

Each statement executes LHA and 
passes it the parameters that make it 


e Update or create (U) the archive 
BACKUPIN.LZH (where N is a numeral 
from 1 to 9. If you need more than 
nine backup archives you should start 
from “A” instead of “1.” That way you 
can create up to 26 archives from the 
batch file. If you need more than 26, 
you might want to consider a 
dedicated backup program.) 

e Include files contained in the text file 
BACKUPIN.DAT (<) 


You may need to change the line sET 
BACKUP=E:\BACKUP to reflect the drive and 
directory on which you'll do your backup. 
If you only have onsy a C: drive, then I 
suggest you use C:\BACKUP. Then transfer 
the BACKUPIN.LZH files to a floppy disk, on 
some kind of regular basis (don’t say I 
didn’t warn you). You should also copy 
LHA.EXE to the floppy disks as well. (Of 
course you know why. Don’t you?) 
The command 
FOR %$%A IN (filespec) DO 
command [with] %%A 
is very powerful. It can reiterate a 
command (do it over and over). It’s 
especially useful when you have to do 
something to a group of files or even 
every file in the current directory, 
because you type the command only 
once. 
Using it as 
FOR $%A IN (TMP_ORG BACKUP) 
DO SET %%A= 
simply replaces the following two lines: 
SET ‘TMP ORG= 
SET. BACKUP= 


To keep the batch file simple to under- 
stand there is no error checking perform- 
ed. In normal circumstances it will function 
properly. However, it is up to you to 
check that there’s enough free disk space 
for you to save your backup file(s) 
BACKUPIN.LZH. (You probably will want to 
do this before you start the backup.) 


e Include full paths (-X) 


austral DATA PROCESSING Services 


Ph:(03) 9894-0199 Fax:(03) 9894-7688 
€-Mail: austcomp@ozemail.com.au 


Hard Drives 


540Mb Fujitsu 

50M» Western Digital 

1.26b Seagate 

1.26b Quantum 

10Gb Maxtor... S557 
Z.OGP MAKEOl occ $402 
2 foe Maxtor. $475 


Modems 


Avtek MegaModem 288 

Banskia 33.0K Ext/|nt 

Banksia Voice 3.0K 

Dynalink 33.6K Int 

Dynalink 33.6K Ext 

Hayes Accura-MM 

Hayes Optima-BM 

Netcomm 33.GK R/ster...... $354 


Spirit Cobra Int 
Spirit Cobra Ext 


Memory 
All SIMMS 


Monitors 
14/15" KTX SVGA 
14"/15" Creative SVGA 
17" KTX O.26dp Digital 





Multimedia 
Creative Home Fack 
&X CD-ROM, SB 16, Spke 

11 Microsoft titles $426 

Quad SCSI CD-ROM 

Eight Speed CD-ROM 

Ten Speed CD-ROM 

Twelve Speed CD-ROM 
Prone Dlastetinncccccccceece $549 
Net BIAS Er ooooceoecccccccees $649 
Video Blaster RTS00 

Creative Vibra 16 bit 

Sound Blaster 16 Fn.......... $119 
Sound Blaster S2PnP.......... $179 
Creative CDR-4210 CD-Recorder 
Ax Read/2x Write 

Kodak Digital Cameras 

DC20. IMB, 494x373 res....6497 
DC40. 4MB, 756x504 res....$1074 


CPU & M/Board 


AMD 586-133 & M/B 
Fentium 100 & M/B 
Fentium 120 & M/B 
Fentium 1323 & M/B 
Fentium 150 & M/B 
Fentium 166 & M/B 
Fentium Fro 150 & M/B 
Pentium Pro 180 & M/B 
Fentium Fro 200 & M/B 
Cyrix 686-150 & M/B 
Cyrix 686-166 & M/B 


We do Repairs and Upgrades from $45/hour. 
Call for prices on built systems and other parts. 
Free delivery to Melb PC User Group members. 
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To business 
There’s still a 
couple of things for 
you to do before 
you get going. 
First create a 
backup directory, 
with 
MD Idrive]:\[path]. 
I would use 
MD E:\BACKUP 


but you may need 
to change the drive 
to suit your system. 

Second, type in 
the batch file, and 
save it as 
BACKUP!.BAT, 
remembering to 
replace “E:\BACKUP” 
in.the batch file, 
with the drive and 
path for your 
backup process. 
Put the batch file 
in a directory that 
is in your path 
statement. 

Third, create your 
BACKUPIN.DAT “list 
file(s)” with the 


names (including 


full path) of all the files are going to 
backup. Copy LHA.EXE and your 
BACKUPIN.DAT files to the directory you 
have designated as your backup directory. 


Some flourish 
If you want to you can include the 
command 


CALL BACKUP! .BAT 


in your AUTOEXEC.BAT file. Put it some- 
where after the line that starts with PATH 
(in some cases SET PATH). Then, each 
time you boot, you will automatically 
update any files from your “files list” that 
have changed. This will add time to your 
boot process. How much time depends 
on how large your backup archives are, 
how many files have changed, and the 
speed of your PC. 


What if you need your backup files? 
If, (insert favourite deity) forbid, some- 
thing happens to your file(s) and you 
need to restore from a backup, the syntax 
for extracting a file and overwriting an 
existing file of the same name is 


DHA A = 
BACKUP!N.L2ZH 
[filename.ext] 
[DESTINATION_DRIVE] :\ 

For example 

LHA, A. = 
E: \BACKUP\BACKUP!1.L2H 
AUTOEXEC. BAT 
on 

If you want to extract the entire contents 

of an archive, omit the [filename] portion 

of the command. 
To list the contents of a backup 
archive enter the command 

LHA V BACKUP!N.L2ZH | 


ak ee 


MORE 


at the Dos prompt. The character (it’s 
usually near the backspace key on the 
same key as the \ character and you'll 
have to use shift key to access it) “pipes” 
the text from the LHA V BACKUP!N.LZH 
command to the MORE command. MORE 
displays a page full of information and 
pauses for a keypress, so that you can 
see all the details of the files in that 
archive, one screen at a time. 

However, you can not automatically 
restore files to their original drives. So, if 
you have saved files from different drives 
in a single archive, and you want to 
restore the whole archive in one go, you 
will have to extract the archive to one 
drive and then use File Manager, XTree, 
Norton Commander, Dos Navigator or 
even the Dos command line, to 
redistribute the files, to their original 
directory locations. 

Note: I'll upload the batch file to the 
Melb PC sps along with a sample 
BACKUPIL.DAT “list file” for members to 
download. 

Happy computing, and may you never 
(touch wood) need that backup! oO 
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Strength 


Melbourne PC User Group Inc. is the 
biggest computer club in the Southern 
Hemisphere, and — with over 11,500 
members — the second largest in the 
world. It was founded in 1983, and is 
still run for its members, people like you. 


The Group employs a Chief Executive 
Officer, two full-time office staff and some 
part-time help. Magazine production and 
training are also contracted out, but most 
other functions of the club—magazine 
writing and editing, BBs and Internet 
maintenance; collection and distribution 
of shareware; organisation of sic and 
monthly meetings and much more, is 
performed by volunteers. 


The Group today proudly has a 
membership of people from all walks of 
life and with a broad range of computer 
skills. With this vast store of knowledge, 
members have access to information and 
help in numerous fields— programming, 
software solutions, communications, DOS 
and Windows, to name just a few. 


Training 


One of the Group‘s most important and 
popular services is the provision of 
training in a diverse range of computer 
skills, from starting with computers to 
advanced programming. 


Melb PC has its own fully-equipped 
training centre, using networked Pentium 
systems. Courses are run as a service to 
members and thus are budgeted on a 
break-even basis, making them very cost- 
competitive when compared to similar 
courses elsewhere. 


Students are taught in a classroom 
environment with an instructor and one 
computer per student. Courses include 
applications (such as Quicken, Excel and 
Word), BBs and Internet usage, and 
operating systems such as Dos and 
Windows. 


Most classes are run in the evenings or 
at weekends, when parking is readily 
avaialble. The Club’s rooms are also 
easily accessible by public transport. 


All courses provide suitable training 
material and support. 


A list of courses on offer to members 


What does membership 
of Melb PC offer you? 


PC Update, the magazine of the 
Melbourne PC User Group, is sent to 
you 11 times a year as part of your 
membership privileges. PC Update 
publishes articles written by members 
and all members are welcome, indeed 
encouraged, to write articles on a subject 
they know about, to share with others. 
PC Update reprints occasional articles 
from overseas user groups, to keep Melb 
PC members as up-to-date as possible. 


PC' Update has won awards in each 
of the last five years in the International 
User Groups’ Newsletter Contest. Some 
of the ten awards it has won are “Best 
Feature Articles,” “Best Publication,” 
“Best Features and Reviews,” and “Best 
Columnist.” It has also been runner-up in 
“Best Publication” and “Best Layout and 
Design.” Many people join the Group 
just for the value PC Update provides, 
well worth the annual membership fee 
on its own, and then discover all the 
other benefits of membership. 


It costs about the same to join Melb 
PC and have PC Update mailed to you, 
as it does to buy a year‘s issues over the 
counter. 


Monthly meeting 


Each month, except January, Melb PC 
holds a meeting, open to members and 
visitors. The meeting is usually addressed 
by two representatives from the computer 
industry on topics of general interest. 
They frequently give away samples of 
software and other products. These 
speakers include many from Australian 
vendors and distributors — we have also 
been privileged to be addressed by CEOs 
such as Bill Gates, Philippe Kahn, 
Gordon Eubanks and others who made 
special visits to address our members. 


There is also the ability to address 
questions to the membership at large, 
seeking advice or problem-solving. 
Shareware and diskettes are for sale 
and members take the opportunity to 
socialise and discuss anything that takes 
their fancy—even computers! 

Following the meeting many members 
gather for further discourse over a meal, 
arranged at a convenient restaurant, at 








Special Interest Groups (SIGs) 


The Group has a number of sics 
covering many aspects of computer use. 
A sic can deal with any topic relating 
to personal computing, ranging from 
particular applications to hardware and 
programming, or how to get the best 
from your equipment. 

There are also regional sics, for 
members in outlying geographical areas. 
A list of meeting dates, places and 
contacts for sIGs is published each month 
in this magazine, together with reports 
of previous and forthcoming activities. 
Attendance at any or all sIG meetings is 

available to any member. 


Bulletin board 


Melb PC operates a 23-hours-a-day 
bulletin board system (BBS) as another 
member service. The BBs, running on 
34 lines, is the biggest Os/2-based BBS 
in the world. 

The BBs has two main functions — 
electronic mail and message exchange, 
and file transfer facilities. The mail and 
messaging facilities enable members to 
exchange messages with each other and 
to seek help on a wide range of topics, 
not only from other members but also 
from the world-wide PC community. 
This service gives BBS users access to an 
enormous pool of experience and talent 
on a vast array of subjects. If you have a 
problem, put a message on the BBs and, 
more often than not, it‘s answered in a 
day or so! 

The BBs carries many files on a range 
of topics. These have been uploaded by 
members who found them useful and 
can be downloaded by other members. 
They include many useful utilities and 
the latest versions of shareware software, 
often obtained from overseas BBss before 
appearing in other Australian outlets. 


Internet service 


The club provides access to a 96-line 
full-featured Internet service, providing 
access to Usenet, ftp, irc, www, gopher 
and telnet. 

SLIP/PPP accounts are provided. This 
service is very popular and is being 
expanded and enhanced to serve a 
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Software library 


Melb PC maintains an 
extensive and up-to-date 
software library of 
programs (over 1300 
disks, with about 50 new 
disks added each month) 
for IBM-type personal 
computers, obtained 
from around the world. 
This library of shareware 
software is available only 
to Melb PC members 
and is supplied on new 


Shareware registration 


Much of the most 
popular software on 
Melb PC‘s Bulletin Board 
and in its software 
library is shareware, 

i.e. try free and pay only 
if you like and use it. 


The club organises 
bulk shareware 
registrations, usually at 
a substantial discount. 


Computer First-Aid 
and Dial Help 


This unique service is 
made available free to 
members simply because 
volunteers within the 
Group give their time 
and knowledge to assist 
you with any computing 
problems you may have. 
About 300 telephone 
numbers of unpaid 
volunteers, with day- 
and night-time contacts, 


Melbourne PC User Group 
Locality Map 
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Club-organised 
registrations also save 

An order form for this members the costs of 
software is in every issue | US-dollar bank drafts 
of PC Update. and overseas postage. 


disks at very low prices. are mailed to members Ns 
with their PC Update. 
The service covers over 


120 separate topics. oO 


Lakeside Drive 


Albert Park Lake 





Melbourne PC User Group Inc Phone: (03) 9699 6222 
2nd Floor (10 am — 3.30 pm) 

66 Albert Road 

South Melbourne VIC 3205 


You owe it to yourself ... Join or renew now 





Fax: (03) 9699 6499 





MELB PC Membership App plication 
Forward to Melb PC, PO Box 283, South Melbourne VIC 3205, Australia 



























































Nome * Mr} Mrsl_| Miss|_] Ms\_] orl Other ......... Ref: 1196 
Home Postal Address Ment Number (if renewing) 
Postcode Country 
Telephone Numbers BH:(  )} AH:(  } 
Job Title 
Employer/Company Name * 

















* Attach list if more than one corporate representative, or more than one family member is being nominated with this application. 
Corporate members may change their representative(s) by giving notice in writing to the Secretary. 





Type of Membership: New Member _ Renewal 


Individual [| $60 || $50 (extra fomily members—S10 each) 
Corporate (2 representatives) LJ] $130 $120 (extra representatives—S60 each) 
Full-time Student L| $50 | S40 (Students must attach photocopy of student card or letter from 


educational institution confirming full-time student status.) 
Pensioner Shp Ll $40 (Pensioners must attach a photocopy of both sides of their Pensioner Concession Card.) 
| want{]/ do not want [| to receive occasional promotional mail from commercial be 


| hereby apply for membership of Melbourne PC User Group Inc 
and agree fo abide by its rules while | remain a member. Signature Dow =6/ 





~ (payable to Melbourne PC User Group Inc.) endosed 2 
Debit my credit card (Bankcard L) / Mastercard CQ / Visa QQ) Expiry Date —=s_/ with 


mame | JL NLL LIL ICIL CCL LLL 


Cardholder's Name 


























Signature Date ; | 
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Applications 


Introduction to Access v2.0: $100 

Ray Azzopardi 

Two 2.5-hour sessions: 

6.30 pm-9.00 pm, Wed 13 Nov, 
27 Nov. Enrol by 7 Nov. 

6.30 pm—9.00 pm, Tue 3 Dec, 

10 Dec. Enrol by 27 Nov. 

Two 2.5-hour sessions: 

6.30 pm-9.00 pm, Thu 6 Feb, 

13 Feb. Enrol by 31 Jan. 

This course will get you started on the 
road to making use of the powerful 
features in Access. You will learn how 
to create tables and queries. Students 
will receive a comprehensive exercise 
manual. 

Prerequisites: Experience with Windows 
and a mouse. 


Quicken for small business: $ 1 80 
Viv Martin 

Two 6-hour sessions: 

9.30 am—4.30 pm, Tue 12 Nov, 
19 Nov. Enrol by 6 Nov 

Four 3-hour sessions: 

6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Mon 3 Feb, 
10 Feb, 17 Feb, 24 Feb. 

Enrol by 28 Jan. 

Bookkeeping, record keeping, produc- 
ing reports for accountants. 
Prerequisites: Basic Windows 
experience assumed. 


Starting Excel v5: $175 
John Fitzsimons 
Two 5-hour sessions: 


Training courses 


10.00 am—4.00 pm, Sat/Sun 8/9 
Feb. Enrol by 31 Jan. 

Organise your facts and figures using 
Excel. You can use Excel as a simple 
database to keep track of assets or 
use it to keep track of your bank ac- 
counts. Excel has hundreds of uses. 
This course will give you a solid intro- 
duction to Microsoft Excel v5. Stu- 
dents will receive a comprehensive 
exercise manual. 

Prerequisites: Experience with using a 
mouse and Windows. 


Word for Windows v6/7 graphics: $45 
Noeline Finlay 

One 3-hour session: 

6.30 pm-9.30 pm, Thu 21 Nov. 
Enrol by 15 Nov. 

A picture says a thousand words. 
Learn how to use graphics to en- 
hance your documents, letters, faxes 
eic. 

Prerequisites: Must be able to create, 
save and edit Word documents, and 
have experience using a mouse with 


Windows. 


Word for Windows v6/7 long documents: 
$45 

Noeline Finlay 

One 3-hour session: 

6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Thu 28 Nov. 
Enrol by 22 Nov. 

Do you have to manage long docu- 
ments? Do you like to brainstorm? 
Use Word's inbuilt features to man- 


age long documents, theses, novels, 
etc. Learn how to add section breaks, 
headers, footers, tables, indexes, 


page numbers, etc. Use Word’s outlin- 


ing feature to brainstorm ideas. 
Prerequisites: Must be able to create, 
save and edit Word Documents, and 
have experience using a mouse with 


Windows. 


Word for Windows v6/7 merging and tem- 
plates: $45 

Noeline Finlay 

One 3-hour session: 

6.30 pm—-9.30 pm, Thu 7 Nov. 
Enrol by 1 Nov. 

Save time and look professional. 
Learn how to create consistent and 
professional looking memos, letters, 
etc, using templates. Keep your cus- 
tomers or club members informed by 
using mail merge to create personal- 
ised letters. Also learn how to print la- 
bels and envelopes. 

Prerequisites: Must be able to create, 
save and edit Word documents, and 
have experience using a mouse with 


Windows. 


Word for Windows v6/7 merging: $45 
Noeline Finlay 

One 3-hour session: 

6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Thu 20 Feb. 
Enrol by 14 Feb. 

Keep your customers or club mem- 
bers informed by using mail merge to 
create personalised letters. Also learn 


Paul Palcsek 





Training order form 





Course Title 





Starting Date Amount 














Name 
| Home Postal Address 











we 


Payment details/credit card authority. Forward to Melb PC, PO Box 283, South Melbourne VIC 3205, Australia 








how to print labels and envelopes. 
Prerequisites: Must be able to create, 
save and edit Word documents, and 
have experience using a mouse with 


Windows. 


Word for Windows v6/7 tables: $45 
Noeline Finlay 

One 3-hour session: 

6.30 pm-9.30 pm, Thu 14 Nov. 
Enrol by 8 Nov. 

One 3-hour session: 

6.30 pm-9.30 pm, Thu 27 Feb. 
Enrol by 21 Feb. 

Tables have hundreds of uses. Keep 
track of addresses, phone numbers, 
assets etc. Present data clearly, con- 
cisely and in a pleasing format. Learn 
how to insert formulas to produce ac- 
curate totals. Learn how to incorpo- 
rate graphics in tables. 

Prerequisites: Must be able to create, 
save and edit Word documents, and 
have experience using a mouse with 


Windows. 


Communications 


Communications workshop: $60 

Doug Brooke 

One 4-hour session: 

10.00 am—4.00 pm, Sat 23 Nov. 
Enrol by 15 Nov. 

One 4-hour session: 

6.30 pm-10.30 pm, Fri 24 Jan. 
Enrol by 17 Jan. 

One 4-hour session: 

10.00 am—4.00 pm, Sat 15 Feb. 
Enrol by 7 Feb. 

Data communications depends heav- 
ily on modems. This course is discus- 
sion of principles and fundamentals 
of modem communications that will 
allow you to more effectively use a 
modem to communicate on the BBS 
and like services, including the In- 
ternet. You will be shown hardware re- 
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quirements, software requirements, di- 
agnostics and typical setups so that 
you can more confidently use your 
modem, PC and telephone line. An 
introduction to networks, file transfers 
and other matters will also be cov- 
ered. 

Prerequisites; A good working knowl- 
edge of command line computing is 
assumed. 


Setting up Telemate and Telix: $45 

Doug Brooke 

One 3-hour session: 

6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Fri 22 Nov. 
Enrol by 15 Nov. 

One 3-hour session: 

6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Thu 30 Jan. 
Enrol by 24 Jan. 

Designed to help novices set up and 
use Telemate and Telix. Includes trou- 
bleshooting and useful commands. 
Prerequisites: Command line 
computing knowledge assumed. 


Using Blue Wave: $45 

Toby Bainbridge 

One 3-hour session: 

6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Fri 15 Nov. 
Enrol by 8 Nov. 

6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Wed 29 Jan. 
Enrol by 23 Jan. 

Basic setup, hints, tips and configur- 
ing Blue Wave communication offline 
reader. 

Prerequisites: Must have done either 
Comms workshop or Starting 
Comms. 


Internet 


Note: Internet courses are best done in the 
sequence shown—I to 5; or 1, 2 or 3, 4 
and 5. 


1. What is the Intemet?: $45 

Lynn Pollock 

One 3-hour session: 

9.00 am—12 noon, Sun 24 Nov. 
Enrol by 19 Nov. 

One 3-hour session: 

9.00 am—12 noon, Sat 14 Dec. 
Enrol by 6 Dec. 

One 3-hour session: 

9.00 am—12 noon, Sat 22 Feb. 
Enrol by 14 Feb. 

An overview of the Melb PC Internet 


To book or enquire about courses, 
telephone the office on 
(03) 9699 6222, 10 am — 5 pm, 


weekdays. 


Courses are held at the group’s 
premises, usually in the training 
room. Some courses are held in 
the SIG room, so check when you 
arrive. 


For more details see the BBS or 
the group’s web pages. 
The address is: 


2nd Floor, 66 Albert Road 
South Melbourne VIC 3205. 


There is usually plenty of parking 
available nearby in the evenings 
or at weekends. 





service. Live demonstrations of all 

the major programs that go to mak- 
ing up the Internet. Discussion of the 
Hardware items involved. General 
questions concerning Internet connec- 
fons. 

Prerequisites: None. 


2. Using the Melb PC Internet service — 
Windows 3.1: $90 

Lynn Pollock 

One 6-hour session: 

9.00 am—4 pm, Wed 6 Nov. 

Enrol by 31 Oct. 

Two 3-hour sessions: 

1.00 pm-—4 pm, Sat/Sun 16/17 Nov. 
Enrol by 11 Nov. 

Two 3-hour sessions: 

1.00 pm-4 pm, Sat/Sun 7/8 Dec. 
Enrol by 2 Dec. 

Two 3-hour sessions: 

1.00 pm—4 pm, Sat/Sun 18/19 Jan. 
Enrol by 10 Jan. 

Two 3-hour sessions: 

1.00 pm—4 pm, Sat/Sun 1/2 Feb. 
Enrol by 26 Jan. 

This is a basic course exclusively for 
Windows 3.1 and 3.11 users. Hands- 
on individual installation of Windows 
3.x Internet software. Explanation, dis- 
cussion and live connections to dem- 
onstrate all the major components. 
Covers all aspects of Internet connec- 
tion. Basic discussion on broad 
range of Internet topics including 
Netiquette, viruses and common con- 
nection problems. Suit people about 
to install basic Windows 3.x Internet 
software or novice users of the In- 
fernet. 

Prerequisites; Must have a good work- 
ing knowledge of Windows 3.1. 


3. Using the Melb PC Intemet service — 
Windows 95: $90 

Lynn Pollock 

Two 3-hour sessions: 

9.00 am—12 noon, Sat/Sun 

12/13 Oct. Enrol by 4 Oct. 

Two 3-hour sessions: 

9.00 am—12 noon, Sat/Sun 

16/17 Nov. Enrol by 8 Nov. 

Two 3-hour sessions: 

9.00 am—12 noon, Sat/Sun 

7/8 Dec. Enrol by 29 Nov. 

Two 3-hour sessions: 

9.00 am—12 noon, Sat/Sun 

18/19 Jan. Enrol by 10 Jan. 

Two 3-hour sessions: 

9.00 am—12 noon, Sat/Sun 

1/2 Feb. Enrol by 24 Jan. 

This is a basic course exclusively for 
Windows 95 users. Hands-on individ- 
ual installation of Windows 95 32-bit 
Internet software. Explanation, discus- 
sion and live connections to demon- 
strate all the major components. 
Covers all aspects of Internet connec- 
tion. Basic discussion on broad 
range of Internet topics including 
Netiquette, viruses and common con- 
nection problems. Suit people about 
to install basic Windows 3.x Internet 
software or novice users of the In- 
ternet who want to use the inbuilt 
Windows 95 32-bit TCP/IP software. 
Prerequisites: Must have a good work- 
ing knowledge ot Windows 95. 


4. Effectively using Web Browsers: $60 
Lynn Pollock 

One 4-hour session: 

1.00 pm-—5.00 pm, Sun 24 Nov. 
Enrol by 19 Nov. 

One 4-hour session: 

1.00 pm—5.00 pm, Sat 14 Dec. 
Enrol by 6 Dec. 

One 4-hour session: 

1.00 pm-5.00 pm, Sat 22 Feb. 
Enrol by 14 Feb. 

Complete demonstration and explo- 
nation of all features and configura- 
tions in the latest versions of 
Netscape and MS Internet Explorer. 
Configuring new helper applications, 
managing bookmarks or favourites, 
and fips & tricks to maximise your 
browser usage. Discussion on vari- 
ous searching techniques for locating 
information on the Web and other 
browser-related issues. 

Prerequisites: Must have attended ba- 
sic Internet course or have a 
reasonable Internet understanding. 
This is an intermediate course. 


5. More using Melb PC Internet service: 
$90 

Lynn Pollock 

One 6-hour session: 

9.00 am—4.00 pm, Sat 23 Nov. 
Enrol by 18 Nov. 

One 6-hour session: 

9.00 am-4.00 pm, Sun 23 Feb. 
Enrol by 17 Feb. 

Complete demonstration and expla- 
nation of e-mail (advanced pack- 
ages) FIP, Archie, Gopher, Finger, 
Telnet, IRC Network, newsgroups and 
offline readers, list servers, session 
timers and more. In addition, connec- 
tion problems will be discussed as 
well as general tips and tricks to im- 
prove your connection time. A set of 
detailed instructions will be discussed 
and practised detailing how to up- 
grade or add to your Internet soft- 
ware without causing major 
problems or heartaches. 

Prerequisites: Must have attended ba- 
sic Internet course or have a 
reasonable Internet understanding. 
This is an intermediate course. 


Operating Systems, 
Diagnostics, Hardware 


Backup and disaster recovery: $45 

Tom Coleman 

One 3-hour session: 

6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Wed 20 Nov. 
Enrol by 14 Nov. 

Guides students into preparation of 
panic disk to cope with start up prob- 
lems and failure of hardware and 
software. 

Prerequisites: Understanding of simple 
computer terminology. Experience 
with basic DOS and the computing 
environment. 


Computer basics: $120 

Mary Levens 

Four 2-hour sessions: 

6.30 pm-8.30 pm, Tue 5 Nov, 
12 Nov, 19 Nov, 26 Nov. 
Enrol by 30 Oct. 


Four 2- hour sessions: 


6.30 pm-8.30 pm, Tue 4 Feb, 

11 Feb, 18 Feb, 25 Feb. 

Enrol by 29 Jan. 

Take control of your computer with 
this hands-on guided discovery of 
DOS-based computing. Covers termi- 
nology, basic DOS commands, direc- 
tory structure, file types, brief 
discussion of hardware and software. 
Knowledge of these topics is prereq- 
visite for other courses. 

Prerequisites: No prior computing ex- 
perience required. Students must 
have frequent access to a DOS- 
based PC outside of class. 


Housekeeping a computer: $45 

Tom Coleman 

One 3-hour session: 

6.30 pm-8.30 pm, Tue 28 Jan. 
Enrol by 22 Jan. 

Looking after your PC to get the best 
performance out of what you have. 
Avoiding bad habits, bad practices. 
Prerequisites: Understanding of simple 
computer terminology. Experience 
with basic DOS and the computing 
environment. 


How to buy a computer: Free 

Tom Coleman 

One 3-hour session: 

10.30 am—1.30 pm, Sun 24 Nov. 
Enrol by 18 Nov. 

One 3-hour session: 

10.30 am—1.30 pm, Sun 1 Dec. 
Enrol by 25 Nov. 

One 3-hour session: 

6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Thu 12 Dec. 
Enrol by 6 Dec. 

How to buy a computer: $60 non-mem- 
bers (includes first year’s subscrip- 
tion), members $10 

One 3-hour session: 

6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Fri 28 Feb. 
Enrol by 21 Feb. 

What a computer does, what the jar- 
gon means, buying advice, tips, no 
sales talk! 

Prerequisites: None. 


Introduction to Networks: $90 

Len Krois 

Two 3-hour sessions: 

6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Fri 7 Feb, 

14 Feb. Enrol by 31 Jan. 

This session will show you how to 
connect two or more computers so 
that you can share computer re- 
sources. 

Prerequisites: You must be familiar 
with Windows 3.x or Windows 95. 


Memory management: $45 

Tom Coleman 

One 3-hour session: 

6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Fri 1 Nov. 
Enrol by 25 Oct. 

One 3-hour session: 

6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Fri 21 Feb. 
Enrol by 14 Feb. 

Techniques for maximising your PC’s 
available memory, CONFIG.SYS com- 
mands, diagnostics. 

Prerequisites: Basic DOS skills. 


More Windows v3.1: 8 hours: $145 
Barry Fredrickson 
Four 2-hour sessions: 


6.30 pm-8.30 pm, Mon ¥ Nov, 
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11 Nov, 18 Nov, 25 Nov. 

Enrol by 29 Oct. 

Do you want to use Windows? and 
get more out of it? Do you want to 
organise Program Manager to suit 
your needs; control your hard drive 
using File Manager; run multiple pro- 
grams at the same time; run DOS 
programs under Windows? If so, then 
this is the course for you. 

Prerequisites: Students should have at 
least tried to use Windows. 

Seamist 

Tom Coleman 

Two sessions: Sat/Sun 16/17 Nov 
Enrol by 4 Nov 

This our annual live-in weekend. This 
is a highly useful session for all com- 
puter users. Bring your own computer, 
we do not provide any. We provide 
experts who will help you sort out 
your problems. You can see how 
other people use their computer; you 
can pick everyone’s brains. It makes 
no difference if you have only just 
bought your first computer or whether 
you are one of the voodoo high 
priests of computing. You always pick 
up tonnes of info. There will be a tele- 
phone line for those who wish to ex- 
periment with their modems. Seamist 
is a lovely place on the edge of the 
state forest. Bring your family. There 
is plenty for them to see and do. The 
facilities are excellent, the food mag- 
nificent. You will receive Seamist de- 
tails and exact instructions on how to 
get there when you make your book- 
ing through the office. For costs con- 
tact the office. 

Prerequisites: None. 


Starting Windows 95: $137.50 

Len Krois 

One 7.5-hour session: 

9.00 am—5.30 pm, Sat 9 Nov. 
Enrol by 1 Nov. 

One 7.5-hour session: 

9.00 am—5.30 pm, Wed 27 Nov. 
Enrol by 21 Nov. 

Three 2.5-hour sessions: 

6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Wed 12 Feb, 19 
Feb, 26 Feb. 

Enrol by 6 Feb. 

Introduces the Windows 95 environ- 
ment to the computer novice. You'll 
learn basic Windows jargon and ter- 
minology, how to accomplish every- 
day tasks and all of the skills you'll 
need to work in Windows 95. Stu- 
dents will receive a comprehensive ex- 
ercise manual. 

Prerequisites: None. However, you will 
have an advantage if you have had 
some exposure to computers and 
have used a mouse. 


Virus protection: $45 

Tom Coleman 

One 3-hour session: 

6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Fri 8 Nov. 

Enrol by 1 Nov. 

Virus avoidance, detection and re- 
moval, viruses explained, recognising 
viruses, sate housekeeping practices. 
Prerequisites: “Computing Basics” 
course or an equivalent knowledge 
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PA.Lynch (03) 95555339 AH 


Members’ 
free ads 


FOR SALE 


Two 8 MB 72-pin doubled-sided fast page 60 ns 
RAM.S60 each 

Quantum 245 IDE hard disk. $90 

Logitech Wingman Extreme joystick. $60 

Netcomm M/F data/fax modem. $120 

All in good condition and with manual where appli- 
cable, any offer considered. 


Anthony (03) 9275 2387 BH, after 9.30 am (03) 
9841 8162 AH, after 6.30 pm 


Novell Netware V4.1: 25 user. Brand new, never 
used. $2500 


Paul (03) 9578 3458 


WordPerfect version 6 for DOS $70 

CA-Clipper version 5.2 for DOS $50 

Visual Basic version 3 (standard edition) $70 
Original disks and manuals in “as new” condition. 


Frixos (03) 9791 1216 AH tot 


Intel 486/DX33 and motherboard, 8 MB RAM, 1992 
AMI BIOS, controller card, Paradise 1 MB VGA card, 
Panasonic 562 CD-ROM, Sound Blaster | 6-bit com- 
patible sound card, MS Encarta 94, Dangerous Crea- 
tures. All are in perfect condition. Asking $310 

John (03) 9793 1447 

















Best Books: full featured excellent small business or 
home accounts, with manual. $89 

Wordstar for Windows: powerful word processor with 
DTP features, spell and grammar checker and mailist 
system, with manual. $85 

B-Plan: Business Planner for Windows. Includes 
“what if”, cash flow, marketing strategy & operations 
plus many more. With manual. $95 

Universal Word 6: Flexible English and multilingual 
word processor. Powerful and simple. With manual. 
$79 

MS Publisher 2, capable well respected DIP program 
with spell checker & clipart. With manual. $55 
Maximizer 3: Powerful professional Windows contact 
and sales manager. Excellent database with unlim- 
ited fields per record, manages a schecule, phone 
dialler, can fax, notes, to do’s, client histories & letter 
writing. It will organise you properly. With manuals. 
$275 


Peter Schnell (03) 9761 5561, 8 am—8 pm. Can 
take credit cards and post. 


Eight 1 MB 70 ns 30-pin SIMMs. $10 each 
Tsenglabs ET4000AX (16-bit ISA) VGA card (no driv- 
ers). $15 

Goldstar IDE controller and 1/0 (16-bit ISA) card. 
$10 


Russ (03) 9772 6502 AH 


Western Digital Video card with 2 MB RAM. Manual 
and software included. $80 ono. 








Microsoft Office Professional for Win 95, sealed CD- 
ROM. Word, Excel, Access, etc. $350 

WordPerfect 5.1 for Windows. $40 

WordPerfect 6.0 for Windows. $50 

Pacioli 2000 Accounting software. $50 

Hallmark Card studio CD-ROM. $20 

Microsoft Quick C v1.01. $20 

Harvard Draw for Win v1.0. $30 

Microsoft Access for Win v1.1. $50 

Adlib Sound card. $20 

Quarterdeck Magna Ram. $15 

Norton Utilities Ver 6. $30 

Norton Utilities Ver 7. $50 

Microsoft Cinemania 94. $10 

Hewlett Packard DeskJet 500 excellent condition. 
$250 

All Software with original boxes and manuals 


Gavin (03) 9802 3658 


Avaggio v2.0 Users manual and A practical guide to 
adding pizzaz to your documents. $10 

Hewlett Packard LaserJet Ill printer application notes 
and users quick reference guide. $5 

Quicken v2 for Windows “Getting started guide.” $5 
Intel EtherExpress 16  installation/configuration 
guide. $5 

Compuserve Information Manager for Windows 
v1.0.5. $20 

ACT! Introductory tape (Will include v2 demo). $10 
PC Project v1.0: Project Management System. $15 
Ability v1.2. Integrated package. $10 

Canon BJ cartridge BC-01. Unopened. $35 


Andrew (03) 9428 9615 


Amstrad DMP-4000 wide paper dot matrix printer, 
clean and in good order. $55 


lan (03) 9569 6679 


System for sale or will sep: 486 SLC2/66Mhz Sys- 
tem: (No monitor). IBM Leopard Motherboard with 
486 SLC2/66 MHz CPU and numeric coprocessor, 
64 KB cache, serial card supports four IDE Devices, 
8 MB RAM, 540 MB hard drive, 1.44 MB floppy 
drive, Creative dual-speed CD-ROM (with disks & 
manuals), Sound Blaster 16 sound card (with disks 
& manuals), DOS 6.21 & Windows 3.11 (with disks 
& manuals), Heaps of shareware on CD-ROM & disk. 
$640 


32 MB 72-pin SIMM made by Hypertec (no parity). 
$280 

BIOS Upgrade Card ISA Enables older BIOS versions 
to break the 528 M8 barrier without software. $40 
Sound Vision 16-bit sound card. Virtually new. $65 


CDs (OEM) Indy Jones & the Fate of Atlantis. $20 
Sam & Max Hit the Road. $20 

Alone in the Dark. $15 

Aces of the Pacific. $15 

Police Quest 4. $20 

Dracula Unleashed. $15 











| Danny (03) 9894 0199 (any time) 





Member-to-member deal 






Amstrad DMP-4000 wide-paper dot-matrix printer, 
clean and in good order. $55 


lan (03) 9569 6679 








Advertisements from members; for Swap, 
Wanted, For Sale, Free, etc. are run free of 
charge. 


All ads must be loaded as a file (NB: nof a 
message) to the BBS (NB: nof the Internet) in 
ASCII format to area PCUP or supplied as an ASCII 
file on a virus-free non-returnable MS-DOS disk- 
ette (any size) and delivered to the Group's 
Office. 


We do not have the time to type your ads, so 
this service is restricted to electronic advertise- 
ments. 


Infected disks are thrown out, without attempt- 
ing to disinfect or recover data! 


Members’ ads will be included in the first avail- 
able issue of PC Update. 


Advertisements must include at least one 
phone number—if you only want replies 
via the BBS or Internet, only advertise 
there. 


Your 
pre-loved 


items could 
be worth 
more than 
the space 

they occupy. 


A member's 
ad on this 


another 
member 
happy—and 
convert your 
“junk” to 
cash? 
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Instructions 


Please read the entire form. It may be 
photocopied. 


Complete every field else it might be 
returned to you. Each field has a purpose, 
which includes updating our database. 


Enclose a cheque or authorise a charge 
against your credit card for the requisite 
amount. Send the form with payment to 

Melbourne PC User Group 

PO Box 283 

South Melbourne VIC 3205 


Description of Service 


General. The Melbourne PC User Group Inc 
(Melb PC) Internet Service network (the 
Network) is a private telecommunications 
network owned and operated by Melb PC 
for its members. It is administered by the 
Internet Subcommittee (the Subcommittee) as 
a subscriber-funded service. 


Function of the Melb PC Network. The 
primary function of the Network is to 
support the free transfer of information to 
and from Melb PC members, subject to the 
terms of our Acceptable Use Policy. 
Standard Service. SLIP/PPP accounts. 
Features: 


e Electronic Mail. 


e We also provide access to other services 
that are found on the Internet but they 
are not under our control. 


Charges. Annual fee $120, subject to change 
from time to time. 


Limits and Quotas. Up to 90 minutes access 
per day (non-cumulative). A bank of modems 
is made available with a time limit of 30 
minutes for the benefit of users who need to 
check their mail and get off quickly. The Mail 
quota is 2 MB. Excess mail may be deleted. 


Access Software. You will need to acquire 
and configure suitable software from our 
Shareware library or other resources. 
Accounts. Accounts are issued only to 
individuals, not company names. Melb PC 
may reject an application without stating a 
reason. 

Support. Volunteers offer their help in local 
newsgroups, via our free Bulletin Board 
Service, or by telephone. 

Training. Melb PC offers training courses. 


Duration. The subscription to the Network 
is for one year from the date of acceptance. 


It automatically terminates upon expiry of 
membership of Melb PC. 


e Acknowledgment. Successful applicants will 
include individuals whose forms are correctly 


filled out and whose funds have been 
transferred to our bank account. 


e Business Use. Business traffic in the form of 


private electronic mail, advertisements in 
“commercial” newsgroups, and the mention 
of a business name in a mail or news 


“signature” are the only permissible forms of 


business use on the Network. 


e Net Etiquette. Melb PC endorses adherence 


to (net etiquette” or “netiquette”) as deemed 
by the subcommittee from time to time. 


Internet Access Agreement 


Definitions 


“Melb PC” means The Melbourne PC User 
Group Incorporated or its assignee; 

“the member” means the Melb PC member 
named as such in the schedule; 

“Internet access” means access to the World 
Wide Web, Internet e-mail and any additional 
Internet facilities Melb PC may offer to its 
members from time to time, but unless Melb 


PC agrees otherwise does not include supply or 


maintenance of the member’s equipment, 


software or telephone line, or technical support. 


“subscription period” means the period in 


advance for which the member has paid in full, 


being one of the periods of subscription 
offered by Melb PC from time to time. 


1. The member asks Melb PC to provide them 
with Internet access and Melb PC agrees to 


do so. 
2. This agreement starts when an authorised 
officer of Melb PC has executed it and 


Melb PC has received cleared payment for 


the subscription period. 


3. Subject to the early termination clauses of this 
agreement and to clause 4, this agreement 
continues until the end of the subscription 


period 
4. If Melb PC and the member renew this 


agreement for a further subscription period, 


this agreement applies to the renewed 


subscription period unless the parties agree 


otherwise in writing. 
5. The member acknowledges that: 
a. Continuity and speed of their Internet 


access depends on a wide range of factors 


many of which are beyond the control of 
Melb PC; 
b. Melb PC has no control over the 


Internet access application form 


10. 


11. 






accuracy or appropriateness of any 
information on the Internet; 

c. Melb PC is not responsible for any 
software available on the Internet; 

d. The member’s Internet access may be 
interrupted by equipment failure, the need 
for routine maintenance, peak demand and 


sO On; 
e. Melb PC cannot guarantee that the 
member will be able to secure access at 
any given time, or that fluctuations in 
demand by other members will not prevent 
the member from using the full amount of 
their maximum daily time allowance on 
any given day. 

Subject to matters of the kind referred to in 
the previous clause and to the member’s 
access limits, Melb PC will use its best 
endeavours to keep Internet access 
available continuously and to allow the 
member to have access for the current 
daily time allowance from time to time. 
The member indemnifies Melb PC against 
any liability, claim, action, suit, demand, 
loss, cost or expense arising out of or in 
any way connected with this agreement or 
Internet access, including any negligence 
by Melb PC, its servants or agents. 

The member will pay fees according to 
Melb PC’s standard pricing list from time to 
time, and a copy of the list certified by an 
officer of Melb PC is conclusive evi- dence 
of the prices applicable at any time. 

Melb PC may make rules for the use by the 
member of Internet access, including rules 
as to online time limits, transmission 
volume limits, excess usage fees, terms of 
payment and any other matter at all that 
Melb PC considers desirable, provided that 
there shall be no reduction in the access 
time of the member during any period for 
which the member has paid in advance 
unless the service provided by Melb PC 
has been or is to be enhanced so as to 
make up for any lost value. Melb PC may 
alter the rules on not less than fourteen 
days notice to the member. A copy of the 
rules certified by an officer of Melb PC is 
conclusive evidence of the rules applicable 
at any time. The rules from time to time 
will apply as if they were set out in full as 
terms of this agreement. 

The member must not deliberately or 
recklessly do anything that damages Melb 
PC’s equipment, software, setup or services. 
The member must not use their Internet 
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12. 


1D. 


14. 


as 


10. 


hy, 
18. 


19. 


20. 


ok: 


aa: 


23. 


access to annoy, harass or harm other 
Internet users. 

The member must not use their Internet 
access for any unlawful purpose or in any 
unlawful manner. 

The member will keep safe and confidential 
any access numbers, codes or passwords 
allotted to them by Melb PC and notify 
Melb PC without delay of any disclosure 
of those things. 

Melb PC may terminate the member’s 
Internet access immediately if the member 
breaches this agreement or the rules, or 
fails to promptly pay any money owed to 
Melb PC, or ceases to be a member of 
Melb PC. 

Subject to the previous clause, either party 
may terminate this agreement by 14 days’ 
notice to the other save that Melb PC must 
not terminate this agreement while the 
member has credit for advance payment 
of fees without refunding a pro rata part 
of those fees or making alternative Internet 
access arrangements for the member, and 
termination by the member does not affect 
any debt owed to Melb PC at the time of 
termination. 

Melb PC may delete without notice any 
material found on its storage disks that is 
unauthorised, unlawful, obscene, dangerous, 
excessive in volume, uncollected for an 
excessive period, or in an unauthorised place. 
Melb PC may delete without notice any 
material found on its storage disks without 
giving any reason for doing so. 

Melb PC may make and keep any record it 
requires for the purpose of this agreement or 
the rules or for the operation of its services. 
This agreement, the rules and the price list 
form the entire agreement between the 
parties, and neither of them relies on any 
term, condition, warranty, collateral contract, 
representation or promise not set out in 
those documents. 

Any notice given about any matter concern- 
ing this agreement may be given by fax, 
e-mail or post at the last fax number, e-mail 
or postal address notified to the sender and 
is deemed to have been received at the 
time when it would have arrived in the 
ordinary course of the relevant type of 
transmission. 

The member must not transfer, sell or share 
their Internet access rights, or allow their 
account to be used by any other person. 
Melb PC may assign its rights and obliga- 
tions under this agreement to an Internet 
access provider that is of equal standard to 
Melb PC, and after notice of assignment is 
given to the member, this agreement shall 
have operation as if it had been entered 
into between the assignee and the member 
and Melb PC’s rights (except for its right to 
recover any money owed to it immediately 
before the assignment) and obligations 
under this agreement shall be at an end. 
The parties submit to the law of Victoria, 
Australia in relation to any the interpretat- 
ion of this agreement, or any dispute 


arising out of it. 
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Signature: 


Applicant to complete 
(CAPITALS, please) 





Service Required and Payment 
SLIP/PPP Service $120.00 


Total $120.00 


Tick MJ 
CJ Cheque for above total is enclosed. 
O Debit my card : ee ee te 


(circle) Bankcard / MasterCard / Visa 


Bepireses. iii Aer 
Number: 


NAME NOR Hare ii hoe skosscigecade Vel bar ety che ihe. 


Signature: 


Applicant Details 


Pirst TN Aimi@ ie cscs «ewan bos ctcpen heehee sds ade dd ks 


Last Name: 


ee ee ee ee ey 


Membership Number: 


ee 


Postal Address: 


ee ed 


eee eee eee eee ee eee ee ee ee ee 


POS Bisa ateanehssees 
Telephone 
(day): iis DP scaveupsttrbnes cane aesin aie Wat ee deaalh 


Telephone 
(evening): : ‘G....,.. Dc ssccaiyasvbeevead eeerca eee ec aasct ats 


eee eee ee eee ee ee eee ee ee ee 


Job Title: 


PAVMOV EL sy ach vadaviesaytcscvstned aired nua Lone east 
Tick MW 

My age is: 0 18 or above. 0 Below 18. 

I hereby apply for the Internet service 
described on this and the previous page 


PTIAUITS? SN ti) aesaakeee tc Ant iee lied ee 


Parent/Guardian to Complete 


Cf the subscriber is below the age of 18) 


I am the parent/guardian of the applicant. I 
am aware of the nature of information 
available through the Internet and support this 
application. 


Name: 
Telephone 
(day) Ores: ) 


Ce 


ey 


ee ee es 


es 


User Name 


If you were a subscriber to the 1995-1996 
service and wish to keep the same user name, 
write it here: 


List below the user (“login”) name you would 
like, in order of preference, up to eight 
lowercase characters and/or numerals. Write 
very clearly, to avoid our confusing certain 
letters such as the letter “I” and the number 
“1”. User names are expressed in lowercase 
letters and numbers and should resemble your 
name as far as possible, e.g. “John J. Jones” 
might request user names such as “john”, 
‘“johnj”, “jjones”, “jj”, “jj”, ete. 

Any user name that is already allocated or 
deemed unsuitable in the opinion of the 





Previous 
user name: 





system administrators will not be allocated. 

Examples of unsuitable names: 

e Misleading names; e.g. John Jones asks for 
“paula” or “snoopy”. 

® Corporate names; e.g. John Jones who 
works for Acme Ltd asks for “acme” or 
“info” or “help” or “support” ete. 

e Unusual or offensive names; e.g. swear 
words, words in non-English languages etc. 

e Reserved names; many names are reserved 
for the use of the machines in the Melb PC 
network or might be confused with software 
in use, such as ftp, irc, wombat, koala etc. 


Names must be unique across all machines in - 


the melbpc.org.au network, so popular names 
have possibly been taken up. If you had an 
account on a previous Melb PC Internet 
service, please show it as the first choice 
below and every attempt will be made to 
allocate it to you. If you had a user name that 
you did not like, just supply your new 
preferences below. 



































Choice 1: 

Choice 2: 

Choice 3: 

Choice 4: | | 
Choice 5: | | | 























Office Use Only 
M Tick as applicable: 


[1 Form and fee correct 


O Parent of underage applicant 
contacted (date) 


C1 Membership database 
checked and updated 


C) Incomplete form returned 
to sender (date) 


O Acknowledgment returned 
to sender (date) 


Initials of Office Staff: 


eee eee eee ee 
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Shorthand 








Christopher Canham 






ne thing that annoys me on the GIGO Garbage in, garbage out ROTFLOLVH_ Rolling on the floor 
net and the BBs is the way GIWIST Gee, I wish I'd said that laughing out loud very hard 
people use abbreviations and GRMBL ~~ Grumble RSN Real soon now 
cryptic initials, to create HOMPR — Hang on, mobile phone’s RTFM Read the “flaming” manual 
messages within messages. | ringing SBCN Sitting behind the computer, 
know they save time and avoid the HTH Hope this helps naked 
frustration of typing with two fingers, but = IAC In any case SEC (Wait a) sec 
they make messages difficult to decipher. IANAC I am not a crook SIIN Stuffed if I know 
In case there are others like me, here IBC Inadequate, but cute SOP Standing operational 
are some common abbreviations you'll IBM Inadequate, but marketable procedure 
see on the BBS and the net. The ones I ICUR I see you are TANJ There ain't no justice 
was able to translate, that is. There were IDGAD — I don’t give a damn TANSTAAFL There ain’t no such thing 
some I couldn’t find a definitive answer IMBO In my biased opinion as a free lunch 
for, and some I couldn’t include. This is IMHO In my humble/honest opinion TCB Taking care of business 
a family publication. No doubt you will IMNSHO_ In my not so humble opinion TGAL Think globally, act locally 
see others—maybe even create some of IMO In my opinion THX Thanks 
your own. But this list will get you IMVHO — In my very humble opinion TIA Thanks in advance 
started. INPO In no particular order TINALO This is not a legal opinion 
Warning: overuse of these can be lOW In other words TINAR This is not a recommendation 
dangerous to your health, use in JAM Just a moment TINWIS That is not what I said 
moderation only. KISS Keep it simple, stupid TLA Three letter acronym 
L8R Later TNOTVS There’s nothing on 
AFAIK As far as I know LOL Lots of love television, so... 
AISI As I see it Laughing out loud TNX Thanks 
B4 Before MHDC(A) My hard drive crashed (again) TPTB The powers that be 
BBL Be back later MMD Make my day TRDMC Tears running down my 
BCNU Be seeing you MORF Male or female cheeks 
BCNUL _ Be seeing you later MYOB _ Mind your own business TSOHF Total sense of humour 
BE Boy friend NBD No big deal failure 
BEN Bye for now NERD National establishment for TTBOMK To the best of my 
<BG> Big grin real dorks knowledge 
BNE Big name fan NHOH _ Never heard of him/her TTFN Ta ta for now 
BOC But of course NIMBY Not in my back yard TTM To the moderator 
BOT Back on topic NTL Nevertheless/nonetheless FIYL Talk to you later 
BRB Be right back OATUS On a totally unrelated subject TYYRS Talk to you real soon 
BIW By the way OAUS On an unrelated subject TUFD The user file died 
CE Creative editing OBTW — Oh, by the way UOK? Are you okay? 
COTFLGO Crawling on the floor laughing OIC Oh, I see UTC Under the counter 
guts out OJ Only joking UTT Under the table 
CUL8R —Catch/see you later OK Only kidding VETLA Very enhanced TLA 
CWYL Chat with you later ONNA Oh no, not again WDYMBT What do/did you mean by 
E2EG Ear to ear grin OOTC Obligatory off-topic comment that? 
EOD End of discussion OTOH On the other hand WDYTYA Who do you think you are 
EOL End of lecture OTT Over the top WMMOWS Wash my mouth out with 
FITB Fill in the blank(s) OTTOMH Off the top of my head soap 
FOT Full of tripe OWTTE Or words to that effect WRT With regard to 
FTASB Faster than a speeding bullet PMETC Pardon me, etc. WTH What the heck 
EWIW For what it’s worth POV Point of view WYSIWYG ~~ What you see is what you get 
FYA For your amusement ROFL Rolling on floor laughing WYTYSYDG What you thought you saw, 
FYI For your information ROFLOL — Rolling on floor laughing you didn’t get 
<G> Grin or grinning out loud YAOTM Yet another off-topic 
GA Go ahead ROFPML Roll on floor pissing myself message 
CAD Gives a damn laughing. YHGASPL You have got a serious 
GD&R Grinning, ducking & running ROTBA — Reality on the blink again problem, lad (lady) 
GF Girl friend ROTF Rolling on the floor YWSYLS You win some, you lose 
GGN Gotta go now ROTFL ~ Rolling on the floor laughing some O 
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Updates 
Melb 2390 Typing Tutors 


This disk contains three typing tutors to help you 
improve your typing skills. None of them require 
more than a minimal system configuration. Touch 
Type Tutor (v5.1) has been designed to teach you 
how to touch type in the most efficient way, by 
constantly adapting to your level of skill and giving 
you more practice with the characters you find 
hardest. You are presented with a series of lessons 
which gradually introduce more and more keys 
from the keyboard. This version includes an options 
menu, mouse support and numerous other 
changes. Regn is A$35. Letterfall (v1.10) teaches 
typing in the form of a game of 16 levels. The first 
level uses the ‘home’ keys. Other levels add further 
keys and punctuation. Each level has two sections 
where you must type the letters shown before they 
fall to the bottom of the screen. Regn is CDN$25. 
Fas-lype (v2.1) is an easy to use menu-driven typ- 
ing program designed specifically for IBM-PC styled 
keyboards. It contains a number of drills and les- 
sons and is oriented towards beginners who wish 
to learn at their own pace. No scores or records 
are kept for auditing your progress, but timings, 
WPM, accuracy percentage and number of errors 
are displayed at the end of each drill or exercise. 
Fas-lype is very flexible for the beginning typist. 
Regn is US$20. 


Melb 2550 PC-CONFIG v8.21 


PC-CONFIG is a shareware System Information and 
Benchmark program for DOS. It detects all the 
hardware in your PC and shows it on the screen. It 
can show ISA, EISA, MCA, VESA Local Bus and PCI 
mainboards, identify processor caches (and their 
size), CPUs, VGA chipsets and a variety of harddisk 
cache software. PC-CONFIG tests for hardware 
shadow RAM for main and VGA BIOS, identifies SCSI 
HD-controllers and their manufacturers, shows the 
physical parameters of ESD! hard disks and estab- 
lishes the rotational speed of hard disks. It finds 
areas of memory of different speeds in the first 
megabyte and in extended memory. This update 
detects more vga chipsets such as the 3D Labs, 
Trident and Acer chipsets, and it works better under 
Windows 95. The registered version provides addi- 
tional data for IDE harddisks. Regn is US$15 (stu- 
dent), US$20 (standard) and US$70 (commercial). 


Melb 2580 PC Desk v6.2 


This versatile DOS program generates Yearly and 
Monthly Calendars, a Weekly Schedule and Daily 
Planners to which you can add memo notes. The 
program also includes a detailed Address Book 
data base and an Analog Clock. On-line instruc- 
tions are provided in the program. PC-Desk re- 
quires an IBM compatible computer with an EGA or 
VGA colour monitor. Full printer support is included. 


A mouse is recommended. A separate 80 column 





Shareware/Freeware 
library update 


by 25 line text version is included with PcDesk for 
use on PC compatible Palmtop computers. Regn is 


US$19.00 


Melb 8018 
McAfee Virus Scan for DOS v2.5.2 


This disk contains the McAfee Anti-Virus programs 
for DOS. It contains a detection and disinfection 
program (SCAN) which has been provided in an 
un-compressed form, so that the disk can be used, 
as supplied, to check your hard disk, prior to in- 
stallation. Remember to write-protect this floppy disk be- 
fore use. The scanning program has been designed 
to check for pre-existing infections of known and 
unknown viruses on floppy, hard, CD-ROM and com- 
pressed disks on both stand-alone and networked 
PCs, and network file servers. Documentation is 
supplied on disk. This version detects over 68 new 
viruses and removes over 38 others. VirusScan can 
now decrypt execute-only macros and has added 
more polymorphic detectors. VirusScan for DOS re- 
quires an IBM-compatible computer with DOS 3.1 or 
later and at least 340 KB of free RAM. Regn is 
US$65. 


Melb 8026 
McAfee Virus Scan for 0S/2 v2.5.2 


This disk contains the McAfee Anti-Virus detection 
and disinfection program (OS2SCAN). The programs 
on the disk have been provided in an un-com- 
pressed form so that the disk can be used, as 
supplied, to check your hard disk, prior to installa- 
tion. Remember to write-protect this floppy disk before use. 
The scanning program has been designed to check 
for pre-existing infections of known and unknown 
viruses on floppy, hard, CD-ROM and compressed 
disks on both stand-alone and networked PCs, and 
network file servers. Since OS/2 operates in a pro- 
tected mode environment OS2SCAN can only check 
its Own area of memory or “memory image” for 
viruses. Viruses in a DOS session or VDM will not be 
detected in memory by OS2SCAN. VSHIELD (available 
on disk Melb 8216) can be used in an OS/2 DOS 
session or VDM, to prevent and detect viruses. 
(VSHIELD is @ memory resident (TSR) program that 
checks for viruses by scanning programs as they 
are run). Documentation is supplied on disk. This 
version includes new and updated Virus Detectors 
and Removers. VirusScan for OS/2 requires IBM OS/2 
2.1 or later and at least 8 MB of RAM. Regn is 
US$65. 


Melb 8216 McAfee VSHIELD v2.5.0 


This disk contains the McAfee Anti-Virus TSR pro- 
gram VSHIELD. It is a memory-resident detection and 
disinfection program which will auto-load above 1] 
MB. Remember to write-protect this floppy disk before use. 
The program has been designed to check for pre- 
existing infections of known and unknown viruses 
on floppy, hard, CD-ROM and compressed disks on 
both stand-alone and networked PCs, and network 


Glenn Webster 





file servers. Documentation is supplied on disk. 
This version detects and removes many new vi- 
ruses. VShield requires an IBM-compatible com- 
puter with DOS 3.1 or later. It uses 67 KB of RAM. 
Regn is US$65. 


Melb 8308 
McAfee Virus Scan for Win 95 v2.5 


This disk contains the McAfee Anti-Virus programs 
Windows 95. These programs must be installed on 
your MS Windows 95. system. Instructions have 
been included on the disk. Remember to write-protect 
this floppy disk before use. This version of VirusScan95 
has new features including, support for ZIP file 
scanning from the On-Demand scanner, the ability 
to scan the boot sector on local hard drives, sup- 
port for multiple scan targets, support for scanning 
Word documents when launching from Word or 
Mail, and more. VShield95 no longer relies on a 
bos TSR; everything is done directly in the Windows 
95 environment. It provides On-Access scanning of 
floppy diskettes, long file and directory name sup- 
port, MS-Network and Netware awareness, and 
log file support with real-time logging. VirusScan95 
requires MS Windows 95. Regn is US$65. 


Melb 8129/8130 (2 disk set) 
Telix for Windows v1.15D 


This MS Windows version of the popular shareware 
DOS communications program comes with a FAST RIP 
terminal, reliable Zmodem transfers, and powertul 
scripting languages. Telix for Windows includes 
support for over 450 models of modems (including 
many V.34 and V.FC modems). It supports 
115,200 bps when used with an appropriate re- 
placement communications driver instead of the 
standard MS Windows COMM.DRV driver (Refer to 
disk Melb 2506). It also provides VT-220, wyse-75, 
and full ANS! X3.64 terminal emulation in_ fully 
resizable windows, colour scrollback, a script re- 
corder, a built-in editor and much more. This ver- 
sion is a major bug fix, and removes a dialog 
which would continually pop-up reminding people 
of versions 1.01x up to 1.15A that a new version 
should be due. This caused problems on some 
systems and as such was removed. This is a time- 
limited (45 days) shareware trial version. Requires 
Windows 3.1 or later and an Austel approved mo- 
dem. Regn is A$149. 


Melb 8211 Internet Phone v3.2 


(Full duplex version) 


This program lets you actually talk over the Internet 
with anyone else who has the same program. The 
Internet Phone uses its own network of servers to 
show the users currently on-line. The actual talking 
is done directly between the PCs running the In- 
ternet Phone, and not via the servers, but you must 
be connected to an Internet Phone Server which 
uses the IRC protocol. In order to use full-duplex 
mode, you must have a full-duplex audio card, or 
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two audio cards in your computer. Even when you 
talk to a person with a half-duplex system, you can 
still benefit from the full-duplex feature, because 
you can break into their speech without any key- 
board press, just by talking. This version includes 
improved audio quality, improved preferences con- 
trol, and the ability to add hypertext links to Internet 
Phone users in web pages, automatically launching 
the program from your browser. Internet Phone re- 
quires MS Windows 3.1 or higher, TCP/IP software 
with WINSOCK 1.1 support and either a SLIP/PPP, or 
direct Internet connection (14,400 bps minimum), 
8 MB RAM, a 486SX 25 MHz or faster and a Win- 
dows compatible audio board, with speaker and 
microphone. Full-duplex conversations require a 


486 50MHz processor and a full-duplex audio 
card (or two different audio cards). 


Melb 8268 
The System Analyst for Windows v1.03 


The System Analyst for Windows is a Windows 3.X 
system snooper, that searches your computer for 
information about processor, operating system, 
drivers, video card, ports, sound card, etc. It can 
generate a lot of system information. With the aid 
of an extensive help system, the program is very 
user friendly. The help file explains most of the 
terms that are used in the program. The reports are 
flexible, with the ability to save to a text file, or print 


Members’ Top Choice Shareware 


These are some of the most popular volumes in the Melb PC Shareware/Freeware library. Refer to the 
regular catalogue updates in PC Update for up-to-date listings of other disks—use the lower part of this 


order form for your choice from those listings. 











































































































Shareware/PD Title Melb No. Format | Qty | — Amount 
Shareware Catalogue & New Member Disk 0000 3.5 / 5.25 
PKZip/PKUnzip 1235 3.5 / 5.25 
List 1490 3.5 / a 
Windows 3.1 Screen Savers | 2326 3.5 / 5.25 
Accu Music System 2455 3.5 / 5.25 
The Pianist for Windows 2459 3.5 /5.25 | 
Wolfenstein Fights Street Fighter II 8012 (HD) | 3.5 / 5.25 
Graphics Workshop 8015 (HD) =| 3.5/5.25 | 
McAfee Antivirus Suite for DOS gO18 (HD) 35/525 | 
| McAfee Antivirus Suite for Windows 3.x 8215 (HD) =| 3.5/5.25 
McAfee Antivirus Suite for Windows 95 8308 (HD) | 35/5.25 
Telix 8062 (HD) =| 3.5/5.25 | 
MS-DOS 6.22 Stepup from 6.0 (3-disk set) enol 11/12 (HD) | 3.5 / 5.25 | 
Telix for Windows v1.00 (2-disk set) 8129/30 (HD) | 35 only 
Growit 8157 (HD) | 35/5.25 
Shez 8259 3.5 / 5.25 | 
é fey Be Y=: 
| 35 /5.25 
3.5 / 5.25 
3515.25 | | 
3.5 / 5.25 

















Postage/Packing is included 


Costs: first disk (per order) $5; second disk $4; third and subsequent disks $3 each 





Total: 
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Home Postal Address 














Payment details/credit card authority. Forward to Melb PC, PO Box 283, South Melbourne VIC 3205, Australia 
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the report on a Windows-compatible printer. The 
program can be used to replace the Dr. Watson 
utility in Windows, and can monitor system re- 
sources, system events and any errors incurred. 
This version corrects some minor bugs and adds 
some new features to the program. Requires MS 
Windows 3.1 or later. This program is Freeware. 


Melb 8445 VuGrafix Image Viewer 


and Thumbnails v1.80 


VuGrafix is a versatile and easy to use image and 
graphics viewer. Thumbnails can be created easily, 
aiding you in the search for files, which will give 
them a picture, so you don’t rely on the name 
itself. Support for 10 graphics formats are included 
and colour adjustments, format conversions, rota- 
tion, colour inversion, magnification, mirroring, 
copying, pasting and printing are included in the 
program. This version fixes some bugs experienced 
in version 1.30. Requires an 80286 or faster proc- 
essor, 512 KB of RAM, | MB of hard drive space, 
DOS 3.1 or later, a keyboard and a mouse. Regn is 


US$19. 
Melb 8487 Gif+Web v1.70 


Git+Web makes transparent GIF files for use as 
backgrounds on Internet home pages. The pro- 
gram can read GIF, bitmap, TIFF and JPEG files and 
process dithered colours (multi-colour back- 
grounds). The program can also create optional 
grey backgrounds. This version fixes some bugs 
which were found to cause the program to catch. 
Requires Windows 3.1 or later, an 80286 or faster 
processor, 512 KB of RAM and 1 MB of Hard disk 
space. Regn is US$19. 


Melb 8500 A Musical Tutorial v1.50 


A Musical Tutorial for Windows is an excellent way 
to encourage musical study using a graphically-ori- 
ented environment. Study is concentrated on 
treble/bass note and chord sight reading, associa- 
tion of notes to piano keys, a chord dictionary and 
a musical game. You can play, view and print 
scales, chords and triads, create intervals, ear tests, 
key signatures, etc. You can also print sight reading 
test papers. The program also keeps a user log. 
The tutorial has been designed to make music les- 
sons fun for both children or adults. It requires an 
80286 or faster processor, Windows 3.1 or later, 4 
MB of RAM, 1.6 MB of hard disk space and VGA or 
better graphics. Regn is US$25. 


Melb 8611 EDGE Diagrammer v2.00 


EDGE Diagrammer is a powertul, feature-rich flow- 
charting and diagramming tool. It enables you to 
create custom shapes and arrows, and to create 
your own styles (similar to paragraph styles in word 
processors). You can combine your styles into tem- 
plates of your own. We have included some tem- 
plates such as our flowcharting template. EDGE 
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Diagrammer comes with over 100 predefined 
shapes and arrows, but it also includes a built-in 
macro language for creating your own. You can 
also import graphics to use in your diagrams. You 
can copy your diagrams into other programs, such 
as Word for Windows. The program also contains 
full pan/zoom, snap grid, and full on-screen edit- 
ing. This version adds OLE support, multiple docu- 
ments open at once, the importing of bitmaps, 
diagram links and many more additions and en- 
hancements of current features. Requires MS Win- 
dows 3.1 or later, an 80386 or faster processor, 3 
MB of hard drive space, 4 MB of RAM, a mouse 
and a VGA or better video card and monitor. Regn 


is US$90. 


Melb 8624 Win 95 Dial-Up Networking 
for Melb PC Internet Service 


This disk contains detailed instructions for configur- 
ing dial-up networking for the MelbPC Internet 
Service. The instructions have been provided as a 
self-extracting archive, which produces three MS 
Word 6 .DOC tiles. These documents contain screen 
displays and they will require about 23 MB of disk 
space when un-compressed. Requires MS Word 6 
or later, MS Windows 95 and Dial-Up Networking 
installed under MS Windows 95. Disk Melb 2523, 
which described the previous Windows 95 software 
for the Melb PC Internet service, has been deleted. 


Melb 8626/8627 MaAfee Virus Scan 
for Windows v2.2.12 (2 disk set) 


These disks contain the McAfee Anti-Virus set of 
programs for Windows 3.X. They contain the detec- 
tion and disinfection program, WSCAN. The pro- 
grams will need to be installed prior to use. 
Remember to write-protect these floppy disks before use. 
The scanning program has been designed to check 
for pre-existing infections of known and unknown 
viruses on floppy, hard, CD-ROM and compressed 
disks on both stand-alone and networked PCs, and 
network file servers. Documentation is supplied on 
disk. This version detects and removes many new 
viruses and now implements VShield as a virtual 


Buy diskettes from Melb PC | 


Deliver to: 


Membership INO::...inpsietaccsiwsadesaendee’ 


Delivery address 


Oem e mee meee eee eee eee HHH HEHEHE HEHEHE EE HEHEHE HEHEHE EHH EEE HEHE EEE EERE EEE HEHEHE HOS 


eee ee 


ee 





device driver (VxD). This replaces the VShield Ter- 
minate and Stay Resident (TSR), enhancing features 
and reducing the memory footprint. VShield oper- 
ates directly in the Windows environment, no 
longer relying on a DOS TSR. VirusScan for Windows 
requires MS Windows 3.1 or later and at least 4 
MB of RAM. Regn is US$65. These programs have 
been reissued as a two-disk set because they will 
not fit on a single high-density disk. Consequently 
disk Melb 8215 has been deleted. 


Melb 8628 Capture the Flag v3.2 


Capture the Flag is a game that is based on the 
Red Army/Blue Army wargames where you capture 
the flag and anyone from the opposing team. 
Move through woodlands, streams, fences and 
farm fields to capture the flag. This version includes 
network gaming support, Play by Email gaming, 
reduced memory requirements, an included map 
builder and an increase in scenarios in the com- 
mercial version. It requires an 80286 processor, 
640 KB RAM and a VGA graphics card. Regn is 
US$30. This program has been reissued on a 
high-density disk due to an increase in size. Ac- 
cordingly, disk Melb 2447 has been deleted. 


Melb 8629 Supersonic Pro Rack- 
mount Sound and Stereo System v2.00 


SuperSonic Pro Rack-Mount Sound System is a fully 
featured sound system for your PC. It features a 
Mixer, CD Player, Sample Player, Sample Editor, 
Tuner (for Reveal PC-Radio cards), Real-Time 16 
Band Spectrum Analyzer Wave Analyzer, 3-D Spec- 
trum Analyzer, and lots more. All devices are pre- 
sented in a rack-mounted design like home stereo 
systems, and can be customized to the look and 
feel any way you like. This update includes a studio 
clock, and a Disc Jockey system, so you can create 
playlists that can contain CDs, WAV audio, radio 
stations or any external input through the Line In 
jack of your sound card. All of the features of 
SuperSonic Pro have been enabled, and it is not 
crippled in any way. Support for all major sound 
cards and compatibles is supplied. Requires an 


80386 or faster processor, DOS 4.0 or later, 500 
KB of RAM, 1.5 MB of free hard drive space, a 
mouse and a sound card. Regn is US$40. This 
program has been reissued on a high-density disk 


due to an increase in size. Accordingly, disk Melb 
2549 has been deleted. 


Melb 8630/8631 (2 disk set) 


Bad Toys 3D v1.91) 


Bad Toys is a Windows 3.1/Windows 95 game. It 
is based on ID and Apogee Games’s award win- 
ning software game Wolfenstein 3D. The game sets 
you in a fabled land of toilets, boxes and change 
rooms as you try to kill the toys that have turned 
bad. The game is in black and white, so it should 
not draw a huge amount of system resources on a 
notebook PC. The size of the screen can be 
changed on the fly, and it also has the ability to 
save and reload games. This update introduces 
colour to the entire game and now incorporates 
three levels. Requires an 80386 or better proces- 
sor, Windows 3.1 or later and 4 MB of RAM. Regn 
is Czech$25. This program has been reissued as a 
two-disk set due to an increase in size. Accordingly, 


disk Melb 8272 has been deleted. 


Melb 8632 
Family Calendar for Windows v2.00 


Family Calendar for Windows prints family-ori- 
ented, professional-quality wall calendars, which 
you could sell or give as gifts to your friends. Com- 
memorative dates for departed family members 
may be recorded to help promote family history. 
International date formats and A4 paper size are 
supported. A new setup program has been added 
in this version to help solve installation problems 
on some systems. It provides a warning if standard 
fonts are not installed and/or TrueType fonts have 
been disabled. This version includes user selectable 
fonts and colours, support for colour printers, an 
improved printing status screen and the addition of 
multiple copy printing and a portrait printing mode. 
Minimum requirements are an 80386 processor 
with DOS 5.0, 640 KB RAM, VGA graphics, a mouse 
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and a printer. Regn is US$25. This program has 
been reissued on a high-density disk due to an 
increase in size. Accordingly, disk Melb 2491 has 
been deleted. 


Melb 8633 The Poster Program v3.0 


Poster has been designed to let you easily and 
quickly create large posters, signs, and banners, 
printing them at up to 9 feet by 9 feet. The posters 
can consist of text and graphics. The program 
automatically enlarges all text and graphics, and 
tiles the output over multiple pages. The posters 
may be used in a variety of ways, like creating 
large posters for projects and presentations, for 
large advertising signs, banners and enlarging pic- 
tures. You can choose from three styles: Vertical, 
Horizontal and Banner. This program is very easy 
to use, and it is very simple to create large posters 
and banners. It is especially useful when you have 
a number of fonts installed, as the font selection 
menu displays renditions of all the true-type fonts. 
The final poster size is fully configurable. This up- 
date adds a drawing tools box which allows you to 
draw lines, boxes, circles, arcs, etc. and more spe- 
cial effects for text. This version adds full screen 
mode with zoom controls, rotated, arched and 
waved text effects, ruler and grid, the ability to 
apply bitmap patterns and pictures to text, and the 
ability to show page breaks for large posters on the 
working drawing. Requires an 80386 or faster 
processor, Windows 3.1 or later, and a Hewlett 
Packard or Epson (or compatible) printer. Regn is 
US$14. This program has been reissued on a 
high-density disk due to an increase in size. Ac- 


cordingly, disk Melb 2530 has been deleted. 
New disks 


Melb 2581 
Mapdraw Deed Plotting System v2.20 


MapDraw Deed Plotting System is an easy-to-use 
deed plotting system for real estate and title profes- 
sionals. Draws maps based on metes and bounds 
descriptions, with an instant online display. Curves, 
gap, acreage calculations, closure, scaling, multi- 
ple lots, perimeter are available in the program. 
Requires an 80286 or faster processor, 1 MB of 
hard disk space and a mouse. Regn is US$90. 


Melb 2582 File Manager Guard v2.09 


File Manager Guard is a powertul utility Windows 
3.1 and Windows for Workgroups 3.11, that al- 
lows you to selectively disable features and capa- 
bilities of File Manager and some other Windows 
components. You will find File Manager Guard in- 
dispensable if you share you computer with some- 
one else and you don’t want the other person to 
mess your system up, or if you allow kids to play 
games on your system from time to time, and want 
to be sure that everything will be OK when they 
finish them. After installing FM Guard, you will be 
able to prevent user(s) from performing any or all 
commands of File Manager, from running undesir- 
able programs, browsing hidden files, changing file 
attributes, etc. File Manager Guard allows you to 
select which drives should not be accessible via File 
Manager and ‘Open’, ‘Save As’, and other dialog 
boxes. And if you need to restore the capabilities 
of File Manager for your use, just enter a password 
and they are back. Requires an 80286 or faster 
processor and Windows 3.1 or later. Regn is 


US$30. 


Melb 8625 
Independence Day Screen Saver 


The aliens are coming to your PC! This screen 


PC Update, November 1996 


saver, inspired by the film “Independence Day”, 
depicts an alien space craft destroying Earth cities. 
It provides a countdown timer to absolute destruc- 
tion, as depicted in the film. The program is a 
standard .scR screen saver module which requires 


MS Windows 3.x or MS Windows 95. 


Melb 8530 Roxie’s Math Fish v1.3 
Melb 8634 Roxie’s ABC Fish v1.3 
Melb 8635 Roxie’s Reading Fish v1.3 

(all for Windows 3.X/95) 


The Roxie’s Fish series of multimedia games have 
been designed to teach your child while playing 
“Go Fish”. ABC FISH teaches the alphabet and num- 
bers, MATH FISH teaches addition, subtraction, mul- 
tiplication and division, while READING FISH teaches 
reading of many high frequency words. Each game 
uses attractive animation and excellent sound ef- 
fects while Roxie the cat plays “Go Fish” with your 
child, gently helping him or her to choose the cor- 
rect card or word. The mouse cursor changes in 
different areas of the screen, providing for intuitive 
play. Each disks contains both the Windows 3.X 
and Windows 95 versions of the programs, so you 
can choose the one you require. Each program 
requires an 80386 processor, either MS Windows 
3.X or MS Windows 95, VGA or better graphics, a 
hard disk, a sound card and a mouse. Roxie’s 
Reading Fish requires 1.2 MB of RAM and 4 MB of 
hard disk space. Regn US$10 for each program. 


Melb 8636 
Coeli Electric Planisphere v3.76 


COELI combines a practical ephemeris and plane- 
tarium with a real-time star chart. You can use it to 
view the heavens from any place or time with an 
advanced star and constellation search inside a 
point and click interface. Readouts include rise, set, 
transit times, apparent and absolute magnitudes, 
astronomical twilight, distance, co-ordinates, 
phase, and much more. COELI utilizes Super VGA 
graphics via the VESA standard interface to generate 
highly realistic views of the heavens anywhere in 
the world. It requires an 80386 or better processor 
with Dos 5, 640 KB of RAM, 1300 KB of hard disk 
space and a VesA-compatible svGA graphics card 
with 512 KB of vRAM (1 MB is recommended). You 
will also require a separate VESA driver preinstalled 
(UniVBE v5+ recommended). This is available 
separately on Melb 8138. Registration is 6.00- 
12.00 (GB pounds sterling) 


Melb 8637 
MotelMAX Hotel Motel Manager v2.6B 


MotelMAX is a full working business shareware 
program designed to manage Hotels, Motels, Re- 
sorts or Bed & Breakfasts. It handles reservations, 
advance deposits, guest check-in / check-out and 
provides extensive reports on your business activity, 
also it’s a powerful mail manager permitting up to 
6 custom letters you can design for confirming res- 
ervations and deposits or for developing marketing 
strategies. For group bookings, you can print a 
custom group confirmation form and group billing 
statement. The program comes preset with sample 
data. You can customize the set-up as you go 
along by adding your own rooms and rates. Re- 
quires an 80386 or faster processor, DOS 3.3 or 
later, 4 MB of RAM and 1.5 MB of hard disk space. 
Regn is US$135 for up to 50 rooms, US$175 for 
up to 100 rooms, or US$250 for 101+ rooms. 


Melb 8638 InfoRecall Pro v5.50 


InfoRecall Pro is a freefrom information manager. 
You can use it to store and tind information quickly 


and easily; anything from a few words to more 





than 30,000 words in a variable size database. 
InfoRecall Pro was developed for the Power User. It 
has a very sophisticated search engine with 
boolean logic, search-anything, total hard disk 
search hypertext, hypergraphics, print and_ print 
preview, DDE, delimited import/export, spelling 
checker and templates. A help/sample file has 
been provided to assist you in using the many fea- 
tures of the program. Requires an 80386 proces- 
sor, Windows 3.X/95, 2 MB of RAM and 3 MB of 
hard disk space. Regn is US$150. 


Melb 8639 
Amy’s Fun-2-3 Adventure! v2.1 


So much fun has been put into this incredible edu- 
cational program, that you won't be able to keep 
your kids away from it! An adorable puppy named 
Amy guides young children through four entertain- 
ing activities which help teach number recognition 
and counting skills. Outstanding animated graph- 
ics, real speech and sound effects add to the 
counting fun. Requires an 80286 processor, 640 
KB of free RAM and a VGA graphics card. It supports 
sound cards, mouse and keyboard. Regn _ is 
US$25. 


Melb 8640 Financial Freedom 


Billing Manager v3.30 


Financial Freedom Billing Manager is a Windows 
billing program that supports multiple companies, 
three different invoice formats, unlimited customers 
and over 10 customisable reports. Financial Free- 
dom has been designed for any type of business. It 
requires MS Windows 3.X, a mouse and a printer. 


Regn is US$33. 


Melb 8641 Your-Plan 
(Personal Cashflow Planner) v2.10 


Your-Plan is a personal cash planning and budget- 
ing program. You can prepare personal cashflow 
projections for up to 6 months ahead. The com- 
prehensive features include a user friendly and 
menu-driven interface, many on-line help and text 
files, facilities for “what-ifs”, “roll-forward” and 
“drill-down”, and numerous reports and graphs. 
Your-Plan can handle any currency and income tax 
regime. Historical accounts are not needed to use 
Your-Plan. It produces numerous reports and 
graphs with analyses of income and expenditure as 
well as details of projected bank and credit card 
balances. It can also handle interest calculations, 
salary deductions and expenditure under many 
headings. Your-Plan is ideal for “what-if” analyses. 
It requires an DOS 3.3 and 530 KB of hard disk 
space. Regn is US$40 or 29 Pounds (Sterling or 
Irish). 


Melb 8642 The Graphics Factory v2.0 


The Graphics Factory can create textures, back- 
grounds, designs, repeatable tiles, landscapes and 
more. This Windows program uses advanced algo- 
rithms and procedures such as noise, turbulence, 
magnetics and life, to work its graphic magic. 
There are over thirty drawing types including lines, 
boxes, pixels storm, sphere and fractals. There are 
more than forty effects such as, wave, transparency, 
jitter, filters and sphere projection. Requires MS 
Windows 3.1 or later and a mouse. A Hi-Colour 
or True-Colour video card is recommended. Regn 


is US$39. 


Melb 8643 
Discover Juggling 1 — Balls v0.97 


Discover Juggling 1 - Balls is a shareware program 
for Windows that teaches the basic steps of three, 
four and five ball juggling and tricks. Using simple 
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animations, text, and colour photo demonstrations, 
professional juggler Miles Eddy teaches this fun 
and useful skill. Each lesson is broken down into 
easy to learn steps. For ages seven to adult. Re- 
quires an 80386 or faster processor, Windows 3.1 
or later, 2.5 MB of hard disk space and 4MB of RAM. 
Regn is US$10. 


Melb 8644 Web-it! v1.20 


Web-It! is an HTML editor used to create 
homepages for the World Wide Web. It is not your 
run of the mill editor as it has almost every feature 
you would need included within. The program fea- 
tures tools for creating homepages such as frames, 
forms, tables, lists, text formats, horizontal rule 
bars, inline images as well as a built in homepage 
viewer. Requires an 80386 or faster processor, 
Windows 3.1 or later, 4 MB of RAM and 1 MB of 
hard drive space. Regn is US$50 for the Standard 
version and US$99 for the Professional version. 


Melb 8645 WebForms v2.1B 


WebForms is a World Wide Web forms generator 
which automatically creates HTML forms and reads 
their responses. Responses are sent to your e-mail 
address. No HTML knowledge and No cGi knowl- 
edge either is necessary. It comes with an on-line 
help system and tutorial. WebForms is great for 
taking customer orders, doing surveys, or anything 
you can think of that requires user input on the 
World Wide Web. It makes doing business on the 
Web a snap. Requires an 80386 or faster proces- 
sor, Windows 3.1 or later, 4 MB of RAM, 3 MB of 
hard disk space and a VGA or better graphics card 
and monitor. Regn is US$22. 


Melb 8646 WebMania! v1.5B 


WebMania! is a HTML editor and forms generator 
which makes web authoring a breeze and requires 
little or no HTML knowledge, and no CGI experience. 
Forms responses are sent via e-mail and imported 
into WebMania’s MS-Access database. Support for 
frames, forms, tables, image maps, macros, and 
much more. WebMania contains 60 programma- 
ble buttons which you can easily change as HTML 
standards evolve and as you learn new tags. Re- 
quires an 80386 or faster processor, 4 MB of RAM, 
4 MB of hard disk space, Windows 3.1 or later, 
VGA or better graphics and a mouse. Regn is 


US$35. 


Melb 8647 
WebPen HTML and WWW Editor v2.10 


WebPen HTML web editor is an easy- to-use author- 
ing system simplifies the creation of web home 
pages. The program contains special functions for 
coloured bullets, e-mail, copyright notices, author’s 
signature, background options, off-line viewing, 
and an OLE-link to MS-Word’s spell checker. Re- 
quires an 80286 or faster processor, Windows 3.1 
or later and 1 MB of hard disk space. Regn is 
US$19. 


Melb 8648 SciTech Display Doctor v5.3 


SciTech Display Doctor is a collection of useful utili- 
ties that fix many common problems associated 
with Super VGA graphics cards. It updates your 
graphics card to the latest standards so that you 
can be sure that programs will work correctly and 
will run as fast as possible on your system. Many 
popular games, such as The 11th Hour, Quake 
and Duke Nukem 3D rely on the latest VESA graph- 
ics standards in order to obtain the highest per- 
formance possible. SciTech Display Doctor will 
automatically detect your graphics card and make 
your SVGA software work properly without you trying 


to determine what kind of graphics chip you have. 
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You can make your graphics card compatible with 
the latest standards, and generally increase the 
performance of all software that uses VESA VBE 
standards. Other utilities provide a full screen video 
payer (AVIDirect), 3D and video acceleration in 
software, accelerator support, display centreing, re- 
fresh rate control, compatibility testing and per- 
formance profiling. Regn is A$45. 


Melb 8649 Jigsaws Galore v1.1 


Jigsaws Galore is a Jigsaw Puzzle game which al- 
lows you to create jigsaws and to play one of the 
10 included puzzles. The puzzles can consist from 
a simple 4 piece puzzle to a 4,000 piece monster. 
You can sort pieces by colour and shape, arrang- 
ing them around the edge if you wish. You can 
change pieces size on the fly, with no need to 
scroll. Requires an 80486 or faster processor, Win- 
dows 3.1 or later, 4 MB of RAM, 4 MB of hard disk 
space and a mouse. Regn is US$24. 


Melb 8650/8651 (2 disk set) 
Fisherman's Delight 2 v1.1 


Fisherman’s Delight 2 is a realistic fishing simula- 
tion for over twenty species of fish at six fresh-water 
and three salt-water locations. As the fisherman, 
you select your rod, reel, line and bait, as well as 
the technique for using them. You can cast, reel, 
hook and net your fish, all while enjoying the sights 
and sounds of the great outdoors. This program 
requires MS Windows 3.1 or later, 4 MB of RAM, 5 
MB of free hard disk space and a mouse. SVGA 
graphics (600x480x256 colour (small fonts) must 
be available. A printer and a sound card are op- 
tional. Regn is US$20. 


Melb 8652 Vistacalc v1.0 


Vistacalc is a fast, powerful and easy-to-use 
spreadsheet program for the home and office. Vis- 
taCalc’s user friendly interface enables you to cre- 
ate a wide range of documents - everything from 
your own personalized budget plan to financial 
and accounting presentations for the office. It is a 
full spreadsheet program with many features that 
are usually found only in major spreadsheet pro- 
grams. Requires MS Windows 3.1 or later and a 
mouse. Regn is US$30. 


Melb 8653 
ADOS/NT v2.52 (32-bit for Win 95/NT) 


4pos for Windows NT brings the power and con- 
venience of the popular 4D0s and 40S2 programs 
to users of the Windows NT operating system. 
Whether you are a computer novice or an experi- 
enced user, 4DOS/NT will help you to get the most 
out of your Windows NT system. 4D0s for Windows 
NT is a complete Windows NT application, and not 
simply a version of 4DOS running under Windows 
NT’s DOS capabilities. 4DOS/NT is a command inter- 
preter. That means that it reacts to the commands 
you type at the C:\ prompt. It replaces CMD.EXE, the 
default command interpreter that is supplied with 
Windows NT. 4DOS/NT offers hundreds of enhance- 
ments, yet retains full compatibility with CMD.EXE 
commands and batch files. It also includes com- 
plete online help for all of its built-in commands. 
Full registration is US$69. 


Melb 8654 
PrimaSoft Text (32-bit) v1.00 


PrimaSoft Text is a simple utility that will help you 
avoid typing in the same text over and over again. 
The program will enable you to organise various 
pieces of text by assigning names to text items and 
grouping them into categories. This means that you 


can quickly access the memorized text items and 


copy them into other documents. You can copy the 
system date and time in a variety of formats also. 
Requires an 80386 processor, DOS 3.0 and 3 MB 
of hard disk space. Regn is US$15. 


Melb 8655 DeskBar 


DeskBar is the consummate toolbar for your Win- 
dows 95 and Windows NT4 desktop. It is more than 
just your average strip of buttons which launch your 
favorite programs. DeskBar has eight special com- 
ponents which will bring all of the exciting features 
of the Explorer shell to your bars. In addition, 
DeskBar can function just like the system taskbar by 
docking to any side of the screen and optionally 
auto-hiding. You can easily create a bar with short- 
cuts to your favorite Internet applications and web 
sites, or create one that has all of the items from 
the Start Menu on it, or create another bar that has 
your Office applications and documents on it. This 
program enables you to dock one toolbar up top, 
and another on the right, or to float a toolbar 
along the edge. Requires 628 KB of hard disk 
space. Regn is US$25. 


Melb 8656 SymmeTot v1.10 


Symmeloy is a symmetric art program that allows 
you to view, recolour and print 8 supplied symmet- 
ric pictures and 3D models. You can also create 
your own symmetric art which shares the underlying 
symmetry of the supplied art. You can create sym- 
metric patterns and roses, Escher-like drawings and 
decorated 3D models using Symmeloy. Requires 
an 80386 or faster processor, Windows 3.1 or 
later, 4 MB of EMS and 2 MB of hard disk space. 
Regn is US$40. 


Melb 8657 
Hypernotes for Windows v1.00 


Hypernotes is essentially a document manager that 
provides you with quick entry and retrieval of what- 
ever information is important to you. You can use 
it for keeping track of the little pieces of informa- 
tion you’re always losing and forgetting, or for 
sharing beautifully formatted online documents 
with a multi-user LAN community. Each note is in- 
dexed on every word in it, giving you instant access 
through the Search window. You can use true hy- 
pertext links between related documents and you 
can even link to bitmaps and multi-media files. It is 
a very flexible program with many features. You will 
be able to see and build relationships between 
your pieces of information that were not possible 
before now. There are no keywords to define and 
no tree structures that you have to make your data 
conform to. Requires MS Windows 3.1 or later. A 
printed manual is available when registering 


(US$40). 


Melb 8658/8659 (2-disk set) 
Word Express for Windows 95 v2.00 


WordExpress for Windows 95 is an easy-to-use 
professional word processor. Some of its many fea- 
tures include WYSIWYG editing, pictures, columns, 
fonts and tables. It has full support for Windows 95 
features such as email, fax, long filenames, OLE/2 
and uninstall. It is well suited to small desktop pub- 
lishing tasks. Word Express requires an 80386 
processor, MS Windows 95 and 3 MB of hard disk 
space. Regn is US$50. Oo 
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Egyptian Solitaire 


id you know that you can get a 
variety of nicely boxed software 
items from Reject stores for $3 
each and no shareware regis- 
tration cost? One is “Egyptian 
Solitaire” for Dos. Pretend it’s for the kids. 
System requirements are not onerous. 





How to play 

The game sets out 22 face-up cards in 
overlapping rows, and a pack of the 
remaining cards with only the top one 
face up. The aim is to score highly by 
making totals of 13 using one, two or 
three cards which are face up and not 
overlapped, taking no account of suit. 
Aces have value 1, kings 13, and the 
remainder in between. Each 13, each 
card removed by making 13, and each 
card remaining in the pack, scores at the 
point when no further 13 can be made. 


Best achieveable result 
1. Removal of cards: 






































Ian McDowel 


as cheap as 


shareware, and 


is easy to make over 600,000 if the face 
cards are cleared, but scores over 700,000 
are unusual. My best achievement is 
738,000. No worthwhile result is possible 
unless the face cards are cleared. In this 
case, the minimum score is 608,500 with 
seven 13s made nearly all in three face- 
card counts, four made with kings and 
no cards left in the pack. 


Best strategy 

Try to clear the face up cards in pairs if 
possible, but otherwise in threes, without 
using the pack unless this is necessary to 
maintain the clearance. Inspection of the 
face up cards may indicate alternative 
lines of action. While using the pack to 
a minimum extent, remember that it 
becomes harder to make thirteens as the 
game progresses, because the number of 
face cards available to do this decreases. 
At any point, the maximum number of 
non-overlapping face cards is six and the 
minimum one. The average available 
early in a game is between three and 
four, and between one and two later, 
requiring increasing use of the pack for 
each successive thirteen. Whenever a 


























Row | Cards Value Possible Score 
l l | 65,000 65,000 
2 2 50,000 100,000 
3 5 32,500 162,500 
4 6 20,000 120,000 
5 6 12,500 75,000 
6 2 7,500 15,000 
Sub-total: 537,500 

2. Make thirteens: a 
Cards | Value Possible Score 
15 6,500 | 97,500 











This requires that the four kings are in 
the pack. 
3. Covered cards left in pack: 














Cards | Value Possible Score | 
26 4500 117,000 
Grand Total: 752,000 








This requires that four kings are the 
first four cards in the pack. 
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choice is possible, keep the maximum 
number of face cards showing. 


Comments 


You can change colour and the backs of 
cards. High scores are tracked and 
results analysed. With a mouse, play can 
be lightning fast. The program does 
everything except make the player’s 
choices. The game and the manual are 
well presented. The only links with 
Egypt are four simple designs for the 
backs of the the cards (pyramid, Hathor, 
Anubis, royal sarcophagus), and vaguely 
Egyptian faces on the kings, queens and 
jacks. No names or events from Egyptian 
history are invoked, as I expected, 
naively, when making the purchase. Oo 








DOS XCOPY 
and Win 95 









David Smith 


f you use PartitionMagic to optimise 

your backups, and use long file 

names in Win 95 or Windows NT, 

don’t use the DOs xcopy command 

to copy data to removable media. If 
you do, you'll lose all your long file 
names. Instead, use xcopy32. It preserves 
long file names. 


The Partition Magician is archived at 
http://www.powerquest.com/newsletter/. 


If you want to subscribe to 
The Partition Magician 


You can subscribe by sending an e-mail 
message to majordomo@powerquest.com 
with the phrase “subscribe partitionmagic” 
in the body of your message, or you can 
enter your e-mail address into the form 
on their home page at: 
http://www.powerquest.com. 


You can unsubscribe by sending an 
e-mail message to majordomo 
@powerquest.com with the phrase 
“unsubscribe partitionmagic” in the body 
of your message. 


For more information on newsletter 
subscriptions, see: 
http://www .powerquest.com/listhelp.html. 


For more info on partitioning or 
PartitionMagic, visit PowerQuest’s web 
site at: hittp:/Avww.powerquest.com. 
For comments/questions on the 
newsletter, send e-mail to: 
newsletter@powerquest.com. 


For general questions regarding 
PartitionMagic, send e-mail to: 

magic @powerquest.com. 

For technical suport on PartitionMagic, 
send e-mail to: support@powerquest.com. 
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Telnet 


fter I posted a message in a 
newsgroup recently, I found 
myself being asked to describe 
Telnet. This put me in a bit of a 
spot. I don’t claim to be any 
sort of expert. I’m new to Telnet, the 
UNIX Operating system and network 
protocols. All I could do was reply based 
on what I knew at the time. Although, 
even with my limited experience, I had 
already discovered how useful Telnet 
could be. 


I must have sounded like I knew what 
I was on about and I found myself being 
asked to write an article about Telnet for 
PC Update. Two weeks, and at least five 
system crashes later, here I am. I’m still 
learning and I would be happy to receive 


any corrections or additions to this article. 


So, what have I learnt about Telnet? 
To start off, Telnet is a protocol, not a 
program. A protocol is a set of rules for 
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programs or interfaces. Many different 
interfaces or programs can be written to 
implement a protocol, all that is required 
is that the interface or program conforms 
to the protocol. So, for example there 
are both text (command line) and 
graphical interfaces for the file transfer 
protocol (ftp), just as there are text and 
graphical interfaces for the hypertext 
transfer protocol (http) used on the 
world wide web. 

Dos users, who came to computing 
before the birth of Guis, will be familiar 
with command line computing. For those 
born to the world of point-and-click, 
mouse-operated GUI computing, the 
“command line” is an older style interface 
between user and operating system. In 
command line computing you enter 
commands (as text) to instruct the 
operating system to perform tasks. 

While command line computing is an 
older way of instructing an operating 
system, it’s not an outdated method, 
although the dominance of Guls in the 
consumer market might lead you to 
think so. 

When you use operating systems such 
as VMS or UNIX you will primarily find 
command line interfaces. These systems 
are built for functionality and because 
they are not generally used in consumer 
applications, there hasn’t been the 
pressure to develop a visually appealing 
style or easy to use interface. 

The Telnet protocol is a way of 
working at the 
command line of a 
computer, or host, 
that is on the same 
network as your 
computer. It is an 
interface between 
the two computers. 


Everything you type 
at your computer 


8.66% Xus 
6.66% xconsole 
6.66% sendmail 
6.06% xdm 
8.66% xdm 
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the best way to 
understand Telnet 
is through hands- 


on experience 


It’s easy to see how Telnet can be an 
effective way of working on a machine 
to which you wouldn't other- wise have 
physical access. 


Some examples 

You're at home, working on your PC, 
but you need access to a computer at 
work. Perhaps you need to check some 
files in your home directory on your 
work computer. On your home computer 
you could start a Telnet program (usually 
referred to as a Telnet client), enter the 
network “name” or address of the 
machine you want to connect to (see 
Figure 1) and log on to your work 
account. Once you are logged in to the 
remote computer you can enter 
commands at your home computer’s 
keyboard to switch between directories, 
view or edit documents, even check 
your e-mail (given the right programs to 
do so). 

There are some requirements for 
establishing a Telnet session to a 
particular host, 

e Both computers must be connected to 
the same network. 

The network can be a company’s local 

area network (LAN) and the two 


is sent over the 
network to the host 
computer, and 
everything the host 
i computer would 
Senin oe besbieidder normally display On 
qi | its monitor is 
<4 instead piped over 
the network back 
to your monitor. 


incby1.sim1.eqn 
incby1.sim1.gd.eqn 
incby1.sim1.td.eqn 
lfu.pla 
lfu.scr.eqn 
1fu.sim1.egn 
1lfu.sim1.gf.eqn 


tbha.eqn 
tba.eqn.scr 
tba.scr.map 
test .truth 
test1 

test2 

test3 


machines can be down the hallway 
from each other, or the network can 
be the Internet and the two machines 
can be a hemisphere away. 


INFO-SHEET 
INSTALL .TXT 
Linux-FAaq 
PPP-FAQ.txt 
full .adder 
incby1.eqn 
incby1 .eqn .BAK 
incby1.pla 
incby1.pla.BAaK 
ity2 116\% fj 


e You must have a Telnet client installed 
on your computer 

Telnet clients are programs written 

specifically for different operating systems. 

The client interprets what you type at 

your keyboard, encodes it according to 
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Telnet’s protocols, and sends the inform- 
ation to the host computer. The host you 
connect to has its own Telnet program, 
written for its operating system. That 
program decodes what your Telnet client 
sent and turns it into instructions the host 
computer understands. That program also 
encodes any response from the host that 
will be sent back to your computer. 


e You must have access to an account, 
password, etc. on the host to which 
you want to “Telnet” 


e The host computer must understand 
the Telnet protocol 
That means that the host must be 
running software that accepts and 
manages a Telnet connection. This 
comes naturally to operating systems 
such as UNIX, that are built for networks 
and easily accommodate more than one 
user on at one time. In contrast, PC 
operating systems, such as DOs, can’t 
really handle multiple users. That means 
that when you are “Telnetting”, the host 
computer will most likely be a large 
network server, or at least a workstation, 
running a multiuser operating system 
such as UNIX. If you could Telnet to a 
machine running pos, the computer 
would either have to give up total 
control to the Telnet protocol— which 
would render it useless to any local user 
—or share control between two users 
trying to do different things. To save 
confusion you should assume that the 
host computer in all further examples is 
running a multiuser based operating 
system. 

Even if all the requirements above are 
met some computers will not accept a 
Telnet log in, even if both machines are 
on the same network. This might be for 
security reasons, or because the computer 
is set up for different protocols, or 
because the computer’s processing 
power is being reserved for other tasks. 

A main benefit from using Telnet with 
a multiuser operating system is that your 
connection is invisible to other users on 
that computer. One user could be sitting 
in front of the host computer, while 
another dozen users could be connected 
from remote locations, using Telnet or 
other network protocols. Each user has 
his or her own “session.” Sessions don’t 
interfere with one another, unless of 
course one of the users manages to crash 
the host, or starts a task that takes up so 
much of the host’s processing power that 
all the other sessions grind to a halt. 

Another useful feature of Telnet 
sessions is that they are operating system 
independent. As long as you have a 
Telnet client on your computer, you can 
connect to any machine that supports 
Telnet, without worrying about either 
computer's operating system. The only 
catch is that you have to know how to 
run the remote operating system. When 
you Telnet to a host, the commands you 
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send are processed by the host, so it 
makes sense that the commands you 
send have to be understood by the host. 

The computer you are “Telnetting” 
from only has to send the information 
you type to the host, and display the 
information the host sends back. The 
two operating systems (host and client) 
don’t conflict because the computers are 
communicating through an interpreter, 
namely the Telnet protocol. 


Why Telnet? 


Telnet can be used to accomplish a wide 
variety of tasks. I have seen people use 
it to check e-mail on a remote UNIX 
server from a DOS based PC, chat with 
other users, and connect to a Telnet 
capable BBs. When I was doing work 
experience in the computer department 
of a large company, I saw computer 
support personnel use Telnet to fix 
server problems from a user’s remote 
PC. They could edit network accounts, 
control printer queues and start or stop 
backup operations, and that’s just a short 
list of the many tasks they routinely 
completed using the Telnet protocol. 
One of the reasons I use Telnet, is 
to connect from my home PC to one of 
Monash University DEC workstations, from 
which I can run programs that are only 
available on the UNIX operating system. 
While I’m at it, I can also mail files and 
documents from the UNIX account to my 
Melb PC account. 


Disadvantages 
Although I wrote earlier that the type of 
systems you would commonly Telnet to 
are command-line-based, there are 
graphical interfaces for operating systems 
like UNIX, for example X-Windows. 
Because Telnet connections are 
expecting only text and keystrokes the 
connection is usually slow. This makes 

it hard for information about graphics 
and windows to be sent back and forth 
between client and host. If you do need 
to run several operations at the same 
time, it’s better to have multiple instances 
of your Telnet application open and do 
all the graphics processing locally on 
your PC. 


Just navigating 
the host computer 
would be a disad- 
vantage for some 
people. For a 
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How to do it 


To use Telnet, you need a Telnet client, 
a modem and a network connection, 
such as the Internet. You also need to 
know the “name” or the IP address of 
the computer you want to connect to. 

Most Telnet applications will have a 
“connect” option, or a prompt such as 
“Telnet>”. You enter the name of the 
host and the program attempts to make 
a connection. If it can, you should be 
prompted to log in with user name and 
password. Sometimes a Telnet program 
may seem to be connected, but nothing 
appears on the screen. If that happens, 
try pressing enter, some hosts expect 
input from the client to start. 

The best way to understand Telnet is 
through hands-on experience. Even if 
you can’t use Telnet for work or school 
requirements, it’s very handy to gain 
experience of different operating systems. 

There are other protocols that run on 
the same principle as Telnet, for example 
the remote login protocol, “rlogin”. 


Where to get a Telnet client 


If you’re a Melb PC Internet subscriber 
and you connect to the Internet with the 
slipkit or Win95 you probably already 
have a Telnet client. I captured the 
figures that accompany this article using 
the Telnet client included with Windows 
95. If you haven’t found it yet, look in 
your windows directory, the client is 
aptly called TELNET.EXE. 

There are versions of Telnet for just 
about any operating system you can 
imagine. No doubt the BBs will have a 
selection of these. I vaguely remember 
the slipkit having a Telnet program for 
Windows 3.1 /Editor’s note: The slipkit 
includes a Telnet client, TRMPTEL.EXE, and 
it’s found in a directory, aptly called 
“Telnet”./ 
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host machine. For 
the most part that 
means having an 
understanding of the 
different systems’ 
command syntax. 
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Access (Database) 


Ray Watson 

(03) 9883 4382 AH 
Fax: (03) 9576 9591 
2nd Monday, 6.30 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Assembly & Other 
Languages 


Felix Hofmann 
felix@melbpc.org.au 
(03) 9523 5400 AH 
lst Thursday, 7.00 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Ballarat 


Ken Smith 

(053) 32 7851 BH & AH 
Ist Thursday, 7.30 pm 
(except school holidays) 
Ballarat East Secondary 
College 


Basic 


Andrew Callaway 
(03) 9619 4067 BH 
2nd Tuesday, 7.30 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Bendigo 


Russell Collins 

(054) 39 3708 

2nd Wednesday, 7.30 pm 
Girton Grammar School 
(Computer Room) 

105 Mackenzie Street 
Bendigo (Vine Street entrance) 


C/C++ Programming 


Ken Holmes 

(03) 9583 1504 BH & AH 
Ath Monday, 7.00 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Clarion 


Alan King 
(03) 9882 8044 BH 

Ath Wednesday, 6.30 pm 
Suite 9, 96 Camberwell Road 
East Hawthorn 

(Through wire gate and up the 
stairs on the south-east side of 
Roseberry St) 


a . 





Special interest group meetings 


Computer Music 


Yahya Abdal-Aziz 
(03) 9562 1023 AH 
(brief calls please) 

Asst convener: Eric Best 
(03) 9646 6898 AH 
2nd Thursday, 7.30 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Communications 


Philip Lew 

(03) 9822 2998 BH 

(Brief calls please) 

2nd Wednesday, 7.00 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Daytime 


Felix van Lier 
Felixvl@melppc.org.au 

(03) 9525 3962 BH & AH 
Asst convener: Brian Taylor 
2nd Thursday, 10.00 am 
Melb PC SIG Room 


East 


Keith Lane 

(03) 9762 6644 Anytime 

(03) 9761 1414 Fax 
keithIn@melbpc.org.au 

Asst convener: Stewart Tanner 
(03) 9879 9776 

2nd Monday, 7.30 pm 
Lutheran Church Hall 

67 Rooks Road, Mitcham. 


Freeware and Shareware 


Doug Westcott 

(03) 9898 2765 AH 
dougw@melbpc.org.au 
Co-convener: Tony James 
3rd Tuesday, 7.00 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


_ The Blind Citizens Support Group meets at 7.45 
pm on the 3rd Tuesday of each month, at Ist 
~ Floor, 87 High Street, Prahran. For further details, 
please contact John Machin, on (03) 9569 1440 


| (BH). 


Conveners: If you would like your e-mail address 
_ printed in this list, please send an e-mail message 


~ to: editor@melbpc.org.au 


Graphics 


Yahya Abdal-Aziz 

(03) 9562 1023 AH 

(brief calls please) 

Asst convener: Kevin Gorie 
3rd Monday, 7.45 pm 

We meet in the bungalow at 
the rear of Nadish Naoroji’s 
home, 8 Park Crescent 
North Caulfield 


Hardware 


Felix Hofmann 
felix@melbpc.org.au 

(03) 9523 5400 AH 

3rd Wednesday, 7.00 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


New Users, Central 


Graham Paul 

(03) 9417 5315 AH 
3rd Monday, 7.00 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


New Users, East 


Doug Brooke 

(03) 9822 3458 BH & AH 
2nd Tuesday, 7.30 pm 

St Mark’s Anglican Church, 
Cnr Canterbury & Burke Rds 
Camberwell 


0S/2 


Andrew Keil 
Ath Wednesday, 6.30 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Quicken 


Viv Martin 
martinvg@melbpc.org.au 
(03) 9551 4838 AH 

Ath Thursday, 7.00 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Retired & Interested 
Persons 


Ken Thomas 

(03) 9803 6229 BH & AH 
Ath Friday, 10.00 am 
(Note, not last Friday) 
Lutheran Church 

25 Cypress Avenue 
Glen Waverley 


Turbo Pascal 


Ross Hall 

(054) 28 6470 AH 
(03) 9699 4000 BH 
2nd Tuesday, 7.30 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


UNIX 


Vacant, acting convener: 
Yahya Abdal-Aziz 
(03) 9562 1023 AH 
(brief calls please) 

3rd Thursday, 7.30 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Waffle 


Vince Thornton 

018 171 344 or 
Andrew Callaway 

(03) 9619 4067 BH 
“Eat-ins” held after main 
monthly meeting. 


Mark Withers 
withers@dcscomp.org.au 
Mark.Withers@garftield. 
apana.org.au 

(056) 25 4165 (7-9 pm) 
Ist Friday, 7.30 pm 
Function Room 

Warragul Leisure Centre 
21 Burke Street, Warragul 


Windows 


Mikhail Bortolotto 
(03) 9888 2360 AH 
lst Monday, 7.00 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Word Processing/DTP 


Loraine Briggs 

(03) 9563 6396 AH 

014 693 882 
Ibriggs@melbpc.org.au 

Ath Friday, 7.30 pm 

Melb PC SIG Room Oo 


SIG 


/ compas. dinar rein, vi 


cards, -genlo ks, d | 


Meetings AE 


meeting reports 


- group. with cnt ns sh 10uld © _ 


_ Everyone | spoke to had the same 


- question, “Can we start a sic for 7 _ 
computer video-editing enthusiasts?” . 


Yes, we can, if enough of us are 
interested. All we need is ten OF 
twelve members to start a SIG. 


Tony Michael has offered to let us 


use his ae store for ¢ our venue. Hie 


—_ all a us. 


discuss using a conpu | to a 


your videos and change your master 


tapes into pleasant video film. For. 


_ that you don’ t have to be a Been 





Scans with SIG Convener wine a SIG 3 meeting falls on a Public or School dul 














ule We can go. tina 
there. To put your name on the list, 
ring the Melb PC office, send an _ 


e-mail to committee@melbpc. org.du. 


+ ofto me (vanzet@melbpc.org a or : 
"fing me on 2 7 o.—6hmhmrrr 




















coordinated by Keith Beresford 








Bendigo 


Peter Ward 


The September meeting turned into a 
very interesting discussion night. Topics 
included installation and content of CDs 
and multimedia, and how to partition 
and install large hard disks. 

October was a great meeting, with the 
popular subject of Genealogy. Rita Hull 
from AIGS provided an interesting 
evening. All those who attended really 
appreciated the in depth discussions. 

For the November meeting the subject 
is multimedia, our speaker is Peter 
Wiseman from Media Australia. 

Christmas is getting closer. We urge 
all members in the Bendigo region to 
come along to our Christmas Dinner, 

11 December at the Foundry Arms Hotel. 
A good time will be had by all. There 
will be good food and plenty of 
computer talk, not to mention the 
occasional glass of Christmas cheer. 

Please book with any of the executive, 
or phone Karen Jones on (054) 40 2576 
(work) or (054) 72 3107 (home). 

In January, the Bendigo sic will start 
the year with a meeting dedicated to the 
Internet. Our speaker will be Brian Gerry 
from local service provider, HiTech. If 
you're not going to be away on holiday, 
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¢ These meetings are at Melb PC — see the map for location details. second floor at 66 Albert Road, South Melbourne. 
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and you want find out what the Internet 
is about, mark the January meeting your 
diary now! 

Want to try a CD-ROM? Why not hire 
one from the Bendigo siG our rates are 
reasonable and we have a interesting 
and growing selection. You can get more 
information about our CD-ROMs for hire 
from Bruce Rivendell. 


C/C++ Programming 


Ken Holmes 
As promised, Steve brought information 
about Bezier polynomial curves to the 
September meeting. The mathematical 
notations looked forbidding, but the 
graphical construction algorithm was more 
easily understood—just the successive 
finding of midpoints of lines, so that you 
find the midpoint of the curve, then the 
quarter, eighth and so on. It is an 
example of recursion, the kind of thing 
that’s right up a computer’s alley. 

Geoff tapped the C code into a C++ 
for Windows graphical shell. The code 
was offered to the Borland Turbo C++ 
4.5 compiler with great confidence—but 
without success—and we were unable to 
decrypt the error messages. Later at home, 
I successfully used the algorithm in Turbo 
C++ 3.0 for Dos. It seems our challenge 
is to achieve graphics programming 
under Windows. Perhaps some expert(s) 
will attend future meetings. 

After that, by way of a change, Bruce 
showed us a tutorial from the Borland 
Together/C++ modelling tools, available 
for Borland C++ 5.0. The tutorial was a 
demonstration of the use of a schematic 
diagram mode of creating the overall 
structure and classes for a warehousing 
program. The tool then produces the 
basic C++ code; sort of programming for 
programmers who don’t want to program. 
No doubt it is an economical way to 
produce commercial programs. 

This is the way of the computing world 
—increasing levels of sophistication 
which bury the basics deeper and deeper. 


East 


Keith Lane 

I thought the September talks were most 
interesting and the evening flew by. 
Everyone I have spoken to agrees and 
we are looking forward to a similarly 
enthralling next meeting. The hall was 
crowded again, certainly in excess of the 
50 at the August meeting. 

The meeting decided that we would ... 


e Run the Box Hill swap meets—the 
first on 29 September 

e Have a competition—judged by the 
October meeting, for the best name tag 

e Hold over the five remaining talks ‘till 
the October meeting 

e Have Bob McLean expand his talk on 
PowerPoint 


46 


e Accept Bob McLean’s offer to bring 
some effective projection equipment in 
lieu of what we used in September. 

The following five talks were all we had 

time to fit in. They were first class. 


e Stewart Tanner is an expert on Access. 
He uses it, supplying custom programs 
to business people. He has also 
offered to make his notes available for 
an East Manual for members to refer 
to for hints on using their computers. 


e Margaret Brown gave HP an enthusiastic 
wrap up for its help in getting first- 
class colour reproduction from her ink 
jet. 

e Bob McLean gave us an overview of 
PowerPoint and agreed to develop this 
theme at the October meeting. He is 
also going to contribute his notes to 
the East Manual. 

e Ed Farrell teaches Graphics at RmiT. His 
talk on typefaces and their best use 
was all too short. He gave us plenty of 
hints on how to design our name tags 
and how not to produce material that 
looked like the Green Guide. His 
notes will also form part of the East 
Manual. (Ed also fixed the overhead 
projector which kept turning itself off— 
there is no shortage of skills in the 
East, is there?) 

e Ron Harper spoke of the frustration 
and inconvenience of having a vital 
computer system inefficiently installed. 

29 September Box Hill swap meet 

Brian Taylor, with Phil Lew’s help, spent 

a lot of time getting the machine ready 

for us during the prior week. Fortunately 

Brian Taylor and Robert Mead hit the 

town hall early. We only arrived at 8.45 

am, which we now know is too late. It 

was also fortunate that Brian and Robert 
were able to stay all day to show us 
how to operate the at the SwapMeet. At 

8.45 the car park was full and within a 

few minutes of the doors opening the 

hall was full of busy buyers and lookers. 

During the day we were helped by 
Margaret Brown, Fred Gubbins, Ian 
Paterson, Aldo Pitre, Keith Beresford, 
Jonathan and Micah Higbed. 

Two people decided to join the User 
Group and the Internet Service, a family 
renewed their subscription and we had 
one change of address. 

We gave out about 150 copies of the 
June PC Update and enrolment forms. 

Two hundred people accepted 
invitations to East’s next meeting on 
October 14 and five people want to 
come to the Workshop on Sunday 
October 6. 

We answered lots of questions about 
computer operation and gave some 
advice on picking reliable vendors and 
products. 

We have been asked to man a stall at 
the Basin Rotary Cyber-Art Expo at the 


Bayswater Community Centre, Cnr 
Mountain Highway and Scoresby Road 
on the weekend 12-13 October starting 
at 10 am. By the time you read this I 
hope we will have met you there. 
In-depth research 

Ian Paterson has suggested, and if the 
meeting agrees, we will run a series of 
focus groups of volunteers from East sIG 
to find what the members of East want. 
So if you are reading this, consider 
coming along one night with nine or so 
other members to tell us what you really 
want from the group. We'll get you 
brainstorming on the whiteboard and we 
expect that to lead to constantly 
improving meetings. One day we may 
even be the first siG with a QA certification. 


East Workshop 


Aldo Pitre and Ian Paterson 
Sunday morning, 6 October, saw a great 
deal of activity around 33 Thornton Cres, 
Mitcham as the clinic set up for its work- 
shop. By 11.30 we had a full house and 
the workshop was in full swing. 

During the day we had 12 members 
attending, either with their desktops or 
laptops, or just to listen and learn, and 
also to contribute. 

Under the guidance of Keith Beresford 
we were able to help solve some of the 
members’ problems in a number of areas. 


e Help needed to access the Internet and 
use effectively 

e Sound card difficulties 

e Accessing e-mail 

e Hard disk failure in a laptop 

e BBS access and downloading 

e Other general problems 

As well as being able to guide members 

in effectively using their computers those 

attending were able to pick up a lot of 

knowledge just by being there. In 

helping each other, each person 

experienced hands-on practice, the best 

of all teachers. 

You are all invited to these workshops. 
Please contact either Aldo on (03) 9878 
7959 or Ian on (03) 9755 2238, as there 
is a limit to the benchtop space. If you 
just wish to observe and contribute there 
is no need for you to ring—just come. 
You are more than welcome. 

The next meetings are ... 

Tuesday 5th November—Cup Day and 
Sunday 1st December both starting at 
10.30 am. 


Hardware 
Bill Kessler 
Here’s a list of some of the questions 
and problems we helped people with at 
a recent meeting. 
e A virus has destroyed the D partition 
on my XT. How can I get it working 
again? 
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I would like to install another parallel 
port in my computer. Please help me. 
e I would like to install a 3.5-inch floppy 
disk drive in my computer. 
e When I use a program to connect my 
computers together using the parallel 
ports, I find that a particular 486 
causes interference with my 
neighbours’ television sets. 


e I’m having trouble installing a mouse. 


e | am having trouble addressing the 
printer port. 

e I can’t initialise my Sound Blaster card. 

Note, if you’re bringing your computer 

to the sIG meeting, don’t forget to bring 

boot disks, cables, and anything else you 

need to make it work. 


Retired and Interested Persons 


Ken Thomas 


Our October meeting was again well 
attended. After morning tea Alan 
Mackenzie and his helpers conducted a 
session on “Desktop Publishing.” Alan 
had requested members to bring 
examples of their work to show others 
what can be done. The display was most 
impressive and we thank every one 
concerned. 


At 9 am, prior to our regular monthly 
meeting, Alan runs a printing group that 
covers Desktop Publishing. Other 
meetings on at this time are 


e New users (more advanced than 
beginners) 

e Data Base (could use some new blood) 

e Genealogy, which meets from time to 
time. 

A novice group (for beginners) meets at 

12 noon. If interest is shown other groups 

could meet at this time. 


For our October meeting John Clark of 
MCZ Computer Services at the Vermont 
south Shopping Centre will speak on 
hardware, motherboards, chips and 
general information on upgrading your 
computer. 

With a little bit of help from my 
friends, i.e. some members, our 22 
November meeting will be on “My 
Favourite Shareware.” We will need 
about six to eight computers to demon- 
strate the programs. There is already one 
volunteer. It is up to you to bring the 
“Favourites” and some blank discs in 
order to have a successful meeting. 


Due to ill health, John Button, who 
you will all know, is unable to continue 
his usual Goodies distribution. His 
smiling face will be missed from the 
entrance hall. His attendance at our 
meetings over the past years has been 
a major reason for the success of this 
group. Thanks, John, for all your efforts 
and we hope things will improve and 
you will be back on the job. 
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Word Processing/DTP 


Loraine Briggs 
Hi all! Firstly, I haven't fallen off the edge 
of the earth...’ve moved house. New 


phone number is (03) 9563 6396—don't . Sjehand dedelll ee 

oe to buy the new Kodak 

™ DC20 digital camera at 
| a bargain price. 


hesitate to call with ideas, problems, etc. 
Or e-mail me at /briggs@melbpc.org.au. 
Always happy to hear from you. Fs 
Apologies that I wasn’t able to be with = On special at 
you for the 13 September meeting —I a $489.00 for Melb PC 
was really looking forward to hearing ye : bat aie usualy 
Peter Smith’s presentation on how he a 
puts PC Update together, however family 
needs and pressures prevailed. I under- 
stand it was a terrific meeting and every- 
one got a lot out of it. I’m delighted to 
say that Peter, to whom I spoke after the 
meeting, has promised me faithfully that 


Scanners from 
$649.00 including 
software for 
imaging and OCR 


he’ll return to face another barrage of Michaels are the experts when it comes to 
questions early in the new year. Watch digital imaging, with a range of 7 digital 
this space and I'll let you know as soon cameras, many scanners and our “While-You- 
as possible which month he'll be able to Wait” bureau for those who wish to have 
join us again. images scanned and transfered to diskette. 

Progress is being made in relation to We also can print your image on either high 


presentations on WordPerfect and MS quality A4 Dye-Sublimation or ink jet printers 
Word. I’m very hopeful we'll have one up to A3. Enquire about our free imaging 
or tother this side of Christmas and the ON GRIAY Series: 

other very early in 1997 (blimey, it’s 


frightening to think how close January michaels g 


is!}). Again, watch this space and the BBs 
(“sig News”) and I’ll keep you posted. PM A 

As the new monthly meeting date for Car Elizabeth & Cohettals Sts, Mel 3000 
our SIG was a problem for some of our Ph: 9670 1333 Fax: 9670 0074 


regulars, I spoke to Keith Beresford who Open 7 days Email: cnixon@ozonline.com.au 
was very understanding and helpful. 


There are some Tuesdays free, but 
they don’t suit many of us, so we’ve 
decided to go with the fourth Friday of 
every month. (Bruce Willis phoned to let 
me know that some of you may be 
expecting a meeting on the Tuesday, so 
I will be at the Club rooms on the fourth 
Tuesday for this month (October) only, 
as well as the Friday of the same week. 
This will ensure no-one goes away 
disappointed. ) 

The main topic I would like us to 
concentrate on at the October meeting(s) 
is “Forward Planning for 1997.” Let’s 
have a think about what directions we 
would like to go in next year, what 
topics we would like to see covered, 
what ideas we can come up with. We’ve 
begun well...now let’s start developing. 

The other matter I would like to 
discuss at the meeting is the need for a 
Assistant siG Convener. This position 
does not involve any great time 
commitment— it’s a backup position 
only. I would appreciate nominations or 
expressions of interest. For further 
information, don’t hesitate to phone me. 

I’ve had a couple of suggestions for 
our Christmas meeting. Thus far ’ve had 
one person ask if we could go to the 
Internet Cafe, and another suggested we 
get together for a Vietnamese banquet. 
Any other thoughts? Give me a call. 

See you at the next meeting—and 
bring your ideas for next year with you.O 





































S & Co Services P/L (ACN 005 645 778) trading as 


TTS SYSTEMS 


PO Box 41, Tyabb 3913 
Phone 059 774 808 Fax 059 774 801 


PC COMPONENTS: 


«x Analog & Digital 1/O cards 

« Stepping Motor Control cards 

«x Counters/Timer cards 

« RS485 Data Acquisition Modules 
« Multiport communication cards 
«x Data Acquisition Software 


SENSORS & TRANSDUCERS: 


# Temperature sensors 

« Wind Speed & Direction 

« Solar Radiation Sensors 

« Linear Position Transducers 
« Precision Potentiometers 

#« Rain Gauges 


OTHER: 
« Radio Modems and 
Telemetry systems 
« Remote Weather and Stream/ 
Dam gauging stations 
# Signal Conditioners 


SAFETY MATS: 
« Ergonomic, Anti-fatigue and 
Safety matting 
« Electrically conductive 
anti-fatigue mats 
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Answers Received 


From: Tim Sanson. An answer 
for Kevin McGuire who was 
having a problem with MS 
Word 6 not printing certain 
characters. Try checking the 
“Revision” settings under the 
Tools/Revisions dialog box, and 
under Tools/Options/ Revisions 
sheet tab. The characters not 
printing correctly are likely to 
have been deleted or 
backspaced over and retyped 
during entry. These characters 
will be treated by Word as 
“revisions” . 


From: Marc Sapper. MS Word 
printing problems can be 
caused by printing True Type 
fonts as graphics, especially on 
older laser printers. 


From: Paul Berger Re the HDM 
and screen saver in 
Unanswered Questions in 
Random Access September. 
HDM will not be upset if you use 
other screensavers instead ot its 
own. It is OK to do so. (Other 
problems might arise when 
using communications software 
while any screensaver is 
running.) 


Questions and Answers 


@ | want to find an Internet 
Service Provider for someone 
who spends six months of the 
year in Victoria and the other 
six months in Queensland. 


A Novanet has ditferent service 
levels for casual and 
permanent—$1 and $2 per 
hour. The connection is very 
good and fast. 

A 2: | had an account with 
Pegasus through the ACS and 
they ran a toll free 13 number 
Australia wide. 


@ Does anyone know of some 
Wyse 60 terminal emulation 
software for Windows? 


A Reflection is a commercial 


Random access 


Q@ Wy wife is a librarian at a 
local secondary college and it 
has trouble with students 
interfering with the set up of 
Windows and the whole 
structure of the computers. 
Does anyone have experience 
with shareware which can 
stop users getting into the 
setup in any way¢ 

A}: You can do it from within 
Windows. The online Help 
has details of switches to be 
set that limit people’s access 
to make changes to Windows 
setup. | did it at a local 
primary school and it worked 
very effectively. 


A 2: NORUN, NOSAVE, and 
NOAUTOSAVE stop them saving 
configuration changes and 
they restrict what the user can 
start. If they can’t shut 
Windows down and they can’t 
run anything except a limited 
number of things that have no 
DOS shell, there is little they 
can do except what they are 
supposed to. 


A_ 3: Use DOS ATTRIB command 
to make the configuration files 
such as *.GRP read only. [JS: 
Alternatively, save the read 
only *.GRP etc files on the 
network or in another directory 
and automatically load them 
at startup.] 


@ | am running Mid! files with a 
SB Pro 16 sound card. The 
device is running but there is 
no sound. Windows 3.1 says 
the MIDI drivers are loaded. 
Wave files play correctly. 

A Check the obvious: make sure 
the volume control is not set 
to zero or mute. 


Try reloading the SB drivers. 


© > 


What is the most suitable virus 
scanning program for home 
use? 

A McKee Scan and 
Thunderbyte are good 
shareware programs that are 
available on the BBS along 
with regular updates. Vet is a 


@ | use a 486 with Quantum 
528 MB hard disk with 
Windows for Workgroups. | 
am trying to use the enhanced 
mode 32-bit access but 
Windows hangs. | have to use 
16-bit access. 


A 32-bit file access is a disk 


cache that replaces a large 
part of SmartDrive. You then 
should drop SmartDrive back. 
It will not cache the floppy or 
CD-ROM. For Windows set 
SmartDrive with 128 KB 


Q@ Can someone give me the 
name of a program to log 
monthly time on the Internet? 


A WStIMER, which is available on 


the BBS, is very good. You add 
one line to your dialler 
program and as soon as you 
connect it has a popup 
window showing connect time. 
It will also accumulate 
monthly statistics for you. 


Q@ George Skarbek wrote an 
article on memory 
optimisation for DOS and 
Windows 3.1 in PC Update. 
Does this apply to Win 95 
too? 


A |t is not necessary in Wind 95 


which has its own memory 
optimisation and graphical 
interface. You can do some 
manipulation for DOS boxes 
you open if needed. 


@ | use Windows 3.1 and have 
a Quick Basic program | 
wrote about 6 years ago. It 
won't print unless | exit 
Windows and start up again. 
It happens with both the Basic 
program and the .EXE Tile. 


A lhe Printer option may be set 


up to the wrong printer or you 
could be writing to the wrong 
printer port. 


good commercial program. 





Jobn Swale 


@ | am using Win 95 and want 


A 


to know what communications 
program to use to access the 
BBS. | have used 
HyperTerminal which is 
included in the Accessories 
pack but | am not satistied 
with it as it does not use the 
full screen. 


1: There is an update trom 
the manufacturers in the file 
HTPE2.ZIP. The following is trom 
the README file it contains. 
“HyperTerminal Private Edition 
is a more powertul version of 
Hilgraeve’s HyperTerminal 
communications program, 
which Microsoft includes in 
every copy of Windows 95. 
We provide HyperTerminal PE 
to you for your free personal 
use in the hope that you will 
enjoy it and some day buy 
our award-winning, tull- 
featured program, HyperACCESs. 
You can download 
HyperTerminal Private Edition, 
Version 2.0 now from 
Hilgraeve’s web page 
(http://www. hilgraeve.com)”. 
2: Telemate for Win 95 is on 
the BBS and you can use 
Hyperterminal to download it. 


| have a problem running 
Windows for Workgroups. | 
have a lot of trouble loading 
various programs such as 
Microsoft Office. If | reload 
Windows 3.11 to try to fix it, 
do | lose anything? 


No. Reloading maintains the 
IN| and protocol files so you 
will not have any problems. 


When you revisit the BBS 
menu, is it possible to avoid 
the System and Netmail 
message. 


There is no way to avoid the 
system message scan. Ctl+C 
will stop the other messages 

being scanned. 


Q@ My system will do a random 
reboot even when it is not 
attended. Could it be the 
power supply or memory chip 
problem? 


A}: | have had a similar 
problem which was traced to 
SIMM sockets being cracked 
and the memory chips not 
seating properly. If the 
machine vibrated the system 
rebooted. 


A 2: Normally if it is a memory 
problem you will get a report 
as high memory cannot be 
located. You should check the 
reset switch. Sometimes it can 
stick and not fully open then it 
can close when the case 
heats up. Take one of the 
leads off and try it for a while. 


A 3: | had a similar problem 
with a power supply which 
was triggered by light switches. 


Unanswered Questions 


@ | used DoubleSpace on my 
hard drive under DOS 6.22. | 
didn’t like it so | took it off. 
Now using the MEM command 
| find that there is still 51 KB 
used in my conventional 
memory and | want to get it 


back. 


@ | use Eudora and Pegasus for 
mail. Eudora will forward mail 
and show it has done so by 
marking it with an F in the 
outbox. Pegasus forwards the 
mail but | cannot find any 
indication that it has done so. 
Is there any way to have this 
shown? oO 


audios or if you cannot 
attend the monthly meeting _ 
- and would like a question 
asked and included in this 
column. 
To contact me: write to me 
| care of the office; leave a 
message on the BBS or 
teleohone me on 


(03) 9270 6115 BH 
(03) 9857 5567 AH 
or e-mail me at 
jswale@melbpc.org.au 


Note: Please contact 
commercial distributors 
before asking a question 
here. In all cases mention 
version numbers. 
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Sysop 
specification 





Stephen Lake 


t recently came to my attention that 


sysops must be heavy “to maintain a 


weighty presence.” Using advanced 

programming skills ’'ve developed 

since joining Melb PC, I hacked into 
the depths of the BBs (using a program 
known as Dundee Knife) and found the 
following in a the file CONFIG.SYS(op). 

Weight 
Must be overweight or undertall. 

Gender 
Male. Females with beards allowed. 

Marital status 
Must be married so as to provide 
reason for constant attention to and 
presence at the BBs. 

Zero rest mode 
Must be able to go long periods 
without sleep. 

Alcohol 
At all times, Sysops must maintain a 
high standard, and be under the 
influence. 

Computer and BBS knowledge 
Not necessary. 

Appearance of computer and BBS 

knowledge 
Essential. 

Patience and sense of humour 
Essential, especially when dealing 
with newbies. 

Teamwork 
Must be able to work in teams of at 
least one. 

Dedication 
Highly regarded. When dedication has 
been proven, keys to the locks and 
chains will be distributed. 

Non-BBS activities 
Nil. Incumbents are expected to eat, 
sleep, drink, breathe and if necessary, 
procreate in the BBS room. 

Rationale 
It’s fun! 

Pay 
Nil, but this may be doubled soon. 

Knowledge of mathematics and 

economics 
Not required, except in binary. 


About the author 


Stephen Lake was just starting to get the 
hang of the board, when suddenly 
CARRIER FAILED. Attempts to get back on 
were fruitless. C'mon guys, just kidding. 


Hello? Anyone there? (GD&RVVVF) ;-) O 


Check out a 

Melb PC SIG — 
one of the many 
ways to maximise 


USER GROUP your membership 
benefits. 


HUGE 
COMPUTER 





Sunday 3rd November 


MALVERN TOWN HALL 
cnr High St & Glenferrie Rd 


Sunday 10th November 


COLLINGWOOD TOWN HALL 
140 Hoddle St. Collingwood 
Sunday 17th November 
CAMBERWELL CIVIC CENTRE 
340 Camberwell Rd, Camberwell 
Sunday 24th November 


SPRINGVALE CITY HALL 
397 Springvale Road 


Everyone welcome to Buy — Sell — Exchange 
Jam to 5pm, Entry $2.50, stands from $6.00. 
For details phone (03) 9886 1466 
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‘ve got a dog named Bootz! His 
antecedents are dubious (to say the 
least!), but he seems to be part 
poodle and part retriever. Bootz is 
an affectionate and playful little 
mutt, who comes when called and loves 
playing tug-of-war with old shoes. He’s 
pretty well trained and sits up and begs 
when I feed him. When I offer a bone, 
































them to do just ab ait ae ee 


Bcd ... they're true 


politicians. 








he somersaults in pure joy and when I 
pet that special spot on his back, he 
goes into ecstasy. He keeps me company 
while I beaver away on my computer 
but gets bored when I’m not around. He 
does his best to scare intruders and can 
be rather noisy, especially when asleep. 
Bootz is such a lovable little mutt, I can’t 
help being fond of him. He lives on my 
computer—he’s my virtual pet. 


I adopted Bootz from a Dogz adoption 
kit downloaded from the World Wide 
Web. This kit gives you a choice of five 
bouncing, frisky dogz, each with its own 
unique personality and idiosyncrasies 
(Figure 1). You can pet and play ball with 
each of the five dogz until you decide 
which one you like the best. Once 
you've chosen your dogz and adopted it 
(by obtaining an unlock code), you can 
do all sorts of fun doggie things with it. 


Snap your fingers (double-click on the 
desktop) to call your dogz over to you. 
Of course, just like a real dog, your 
dogz won't always obey immediately if 
he’s doing something more engrossing, 
but he will eventually come to you. You 
can train your dogz—teach him to play 
ball, roll over, beg and lots of other fun 
stuff (Figure 2). Just like with a real dog, 
rewarding good behaviour will reinforce 
that behaviour; but dogz also need to 
practice what they have learnt, otherwise 
they forget it. If your dogz is being 
troublesome, you can squirt him with a 


bernieh@iacd 
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Bernadette Houghton 


spray bottle or pick him up by the scruff 
of the neck and put him somewhere else. 


Over time your little dogz grows up, 
matures and becomes more sedate. You 
can still teach an old dogz new tricks, 
but if you miss that puppy playfulness, 
you can adopt another dogz (the same 
one if you like). Although, to my mind, 
your dogz becomes so lifelike that that 
kind of thing is as treacherous as trading 
in your cat because the colour of his 
coat doesn’t match your new furniture. 


If your dogz is feeling ignored, he’ll 
do all sorts of cute things to grab your 
attention. You'll learn to recognise what 
he is asking with different behaviours; he 
could be hungry or thirsty, or just need 
a bit of affection. 


You can confine your dogz to his play- 
pen while you work on your computer. 
He can have the free run of your desk- 
top if you like, but you won't be able to 
use any of your applications until you 
put him back in his playpen. Of course, 
because your dogz is so cute, you won't 
be able to resist taking lots of photos of 
him—he even comes with his own camera. 


Your dogz guards your desktop after a 
certain period of keyboard or mouse 
inactivity, then roams all over your 
monitor. If you set a password, your 
dogz will bark to warn you when some- 
one else tries to use your computer. Dogz 
can be noisy, especially when you’re not 
there (and even when you are); they’ll 
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one of the most 


terrifically fun 


programs I’ve 


encountered! 





bark and howl to try to get your attention. 
You can shut this noise off if you like. 
After you’ve been away a while, your 
dogz will sneak in a nap; hopefully the 
dogz you choose will not be a noisy 
snorer! 


Once you’ve adopted your dogz, you 
can join The Kennel Club on the Web, 
a meeting place for dogz owners around 
the world. Here you can swap stories 
about your dogz and enter club contests 
and events. 


I use Dogz in conjunction with my 
After Dark screensaver. Bootz jumps in 
after a certain period of inactivity and a 
random After Dark module activates a bit 
later. After another couple of minutes, 
the monitor is shut down, while Bootz 
remains on invisible guard, barking and 
snoring his head off! While certain After 
Dark modules leave a temporarily frozen 
Bootz on the monitor until it is shut 
down, this doesn’t happen very often 
and isn’t a problem when it does. 


Dogz is one of the most terrifically fun 
programs I’ve encountered! My three- 
year-old rugrat and I have become very 
attached to Bootz and his activities are a 
favourite conversational topic. Bootz is also 
a good burglar deterrent, and I’ve had 
some very odd looks from visitors who 
happen to overhear Bootz—‘“Was that a 
dog? I didn’t know you had a dog!” oO 
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Corel Stock 
Music Library 






t wasn’t that long ago that many of 
us first had the pleasure of receiving 
new software on a single CD-ROM, 
instead of the more familiar ten or 
more 3.5-inch disks. We were 
impressed with the generous storage 
capacity of the new medium. Who then 
could have imagined something like 
Corel’s Stock Music Library? Its 103 music 
clips come on no fewer than ten CD-ROMs. 
The music in the library is royalty-free 
for publication (but not for public 
performance). It is intended to be used 
to add musical elements to multimedia 
presentations or product demonstrations. 
For convenience, the library features 
music clips of three (sometimes four) 
different lengths. All the clips are in .wav 
format and are of excellent quality. Each 
melody or rhythm is also provided in CD 
audio format. That is a good thing, for 





reasons I shall reveal later in this review. 


Music categories 


There is 21 categories of clips. The 
accompanying manual has a a detailed 
record of each track, its category, style, 
tempo, instrumentation, description and 
suggested application. Traditional 
categories include choral, classical, pop/ 
dance, rhythm/blues, jazz, Caribbean and 
Latin. Other categories include adult 
contemporary, ambient, Americana, 
lifestyle and new age. 


Playing the music 

No installation is required; you simply 
insert the correct disc in to your CD-ROM 
player and search for the .wav file you 
want. While doing this you would 
normally be running Windows and you 
would use your mouse to double-click 
on the file in order to launch the 
support application. 


3 Amer? : Sound Recorder 





Figure 1. Using Sound Recorder to play a 
WAV file. 

















The full rendition of each clip, normally 
about 12 MB, runs for up to 140 seconds. 
You will need a fast computer and 
plenty of RAM for smooth play. On my 
486 with 16 MB of RAM, most large clips 
stumbled once or twice. Figure 2 shows 
a typical performance, where the 
computer is spending far too much time 
accessing the hard disk (virtual memory). 

An intermediate clip, which runs for 
about half a minute, will give you less 
trouble. There should be few problems 
with short (10 second) clips or the 
equally small segments used to create 
loops. 

Even if you have difficulty playing the 
full sequences in .wAv format, you can 
listen to the CD audio files, using a 
normal CD audio player. There is a total 
of 352 minutes of music. 


Conclusion 


If you are creating serious multimedia 
presentations, you will find the wide 
range of good quality material in Corel’s 
Stock Music Library a valuable asset for | 
preparing your demonstrations. oO 





Figure 2. Stretching memory resources when 
playing a large WAV file. 
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Discounts for 


Computer service, 
parts, support, etc 


Austral Data Processing Services 
Forest Hill 
Ph: (03) 9894 0199 
Fax: — (03) 9894 7688 
20% —(not hardware) on 
consultancy, data backup/storage, 
maintenance, hardware. 


Bond Computer Solutions 


Ferntree Gully 
Ph: (03) 9752 2662 
Fox: (03) 9752 3369 


20% —(labour only) on repairs for 
individual Melb PC members. 


Calculator King 
St. Kilda Road 
Ph: (03) 9866 8753 
Fax: (03) 9820 9652 
10%—all calculators (inc. 
scientifi¢/financial and speciality). 
Personal Organisers: Sharp, Casio, 
HP. Psion. 


Greensborough Computers 


Greensborough 
Ph: (03) 9434 6166 
Fox: (03) 9434 6033 


20%—(labour only) on repairs and 
upgrades for individual Melb PC 
Members. 5% on some models of 
new PC Systems (please enquire). 


Organisation name: 





members 


PC-Home Direct 


Greenvale 
Ph: (03) 9333 3856 
Fax: (03) 9333 2646 


5%—Texas Instruments, Toshiba & 
Samsung notebook computers, 
Packard Bell desktop computers. 


PCLC Computers 
Heathmont 
Ph: (03) 9870 3288 
Fax: (03) 9870 3288 
20%—labour on upgrades, 5% on 
some new systems. 


Pollock Computer & Technical 
Services 


Hampton 
Ph: (03) 9598 3186 
Fax: (03) 9598 3186 


20%—Personal PC tuition and 
problem solution. 


Protege Solutions 


Notting Hill 
Ph: (03) 9558 9198 
Fox: (03) 9558 9197 


15% —all fax/modems and 
ethernet products. 


Summit Computers 


Lilydale 
Ph: (03) 9739 6269 
Fox: (03) 9735 0503 


20% —on labour (service, networks, 
etc), 6%—hardware and software. 


Discounts from members and advertisers 


Books, magazines, 
software, etc 


Advanced Computer Products 
St. Albans 
Ph: (03) 9364 1886 
Fax: (03) 9367 3639 
20%—all computer books and 
software. 
Capricorn Programming Services 
Frankston 
Ph: (03) 9775 5377 
Fax: (03) 9774 5434 
10%—on Scanlab Vol.1 Anitvirus 
and virus education kit. 
Collins Booksellers 
(Technical and Academic Centre) 
Melbourne 
Ph: (03) 9654 3144 
10%—computer books. 
Computer Book Company 
Mt. Evelyn 
Ph: (03) 9737 0411 
Fax: (03) 9737 0433 
20% —all computer books, mail 
order. 
Dymocks, Shop 2 
Melbourne 
Ph: (03) 9663 1344 
Fax: (03) 9663 1581 
10%—computer books, no 
magazines. 
Dymocks 
Brighton 
Ph: (03) 9592 1911 
Fax: (03) 9592 1611 
10%—computer books. 














Membership number (if applicable) 
Suburb or location: 
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Brief details of product/service(s) discounted: 




















Dymocks 
Westfield Shopping Town, 
Doncaster 
Ph: (03) 9848 7209 
Fax: (03) 9848 7307 
10%—computer books. 

Dymocks 
Frankston 
Ph: (03) 9770 0300 
Fax: — (03) 9770 0400 
10%—computer books. 

Dymocks 
Pran Central, Prahran 
Ph: (03) 9510 2100 
Fax: (03) 9519 2520 
10%—computer books. 

Trevor Gibbs 
Melton 
Ph: (03) 9743 8917 
15%—books: Windows Whys and 
Easy DOS It $16.95 each, $32 for 
both. Incl diskettes. 

ITS Information Technology Systems 
Greenvale 
Ph/Fax: (03) 9333 2197 
20%—computer books, Educational 
Software. 

Mace Booksellers and Stationers 
Mount Waverley 
Ph: (03) 9807 1899 
10%—computer books. 

McGills Authorised Newsagency 
Melbourne 
Ph: (03) 9602 5566 
10%—computer books. 

Polyester Books 


Fitzroy 
Ph: (03) 9419 5223 
Fax: (03) 9419 545] 


10%—on all fiction, science, 
computer and non-fiction titles, 
magazines, comics & T-shirts, plus 
special orders air-freighted from the 
USA weekly. 

RMIT Bookshop 


Melbourne 
Ph: (03) 9663 5855 
Fox: (03) 9663 7528 


10%—all books. 
Technical Book and 
Magazine Company 
Melbourne 

Ph: (03) 9663 3951 
10%—computer books. 






The Worsley Press 
Rutherglen 
Freecall: 1800 622 805 
Ph/Fax: (060) 32 8122 
10%—8& free postage. 


Other services 
Adept Accounting and Taxation 


Mill Park 
Ph: (03) 9432 7604 
10% —on all taxation return 
preparation and business 
accounting services. 
Min Thong Lee 
c/- AP Insurance Brokers 
Queen St, Melbourne 
Ph: (03) 9602 1869 
Fax: (03) 9602 1876 
5%—life insurance, loans, home & 
contents, motor, commercial. 
Michaels Camera and Video 


Melbourne 
Ph: (03) 9670 1333 
Fox: (03) 9670 0074 


up tp 10%—on digitsal cameras, 
scanners, Internet video 
conferencing, scanning bureau. 
Newtech R&D 
Kilsyth 
Ph/Fax: (03) 9723 7535 
10% —on electronics consumer 
product design and Japanese 
translation. 
Ultimate Business Service 
Opportunuties 
Strathmore 
Ph: (03) 9483 4417 
Fax: (03) 9374 2919 
25% —on travel cards that allow 
50% off world-wide hotels. 12 
month g'tee. Oo 


If you are a member or advertiser of- 
fering a discount on goods or services 
to Melb PC members, on production of 
their membership cards, please com- 
plete the details opposite, and mail to: 


The Editor, PC Update 
PO Box 283 
South Melbourne VIC 3025 


Your offer will then be listed in future 
issues of PC Update. 
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Music Works 2.1.2: 


New features 


“Info Box 


“Music Works z 


: stage ant requirements 


380 

| Mouse — | 

_ ° 4 MB RAM 

e Windows 31 

e Dos 3.1. ae 

. 3 MB of free disk space 

a ‘0 play music, you require — 


Windows-compatible MIDI sound 


card and driver 
\ttache d speakers — 
To record music, you require 
. Windows-compatible MIDI | sound | 
__ card and driver | 
\ suitable MIDI device 





retail cid ck as ; Hanes Norman, a 
Myer, Grace Brothers, John Martin’s, 
David bites ae selected Retravision 


ce stores. 
RP: $89. 95 





t was only a few months ago that I 
had the pleasure of reviewing Music 
Works 2 PC Update Music Works 2 
August 1996). Readers will have 
noted that I was favourably 
impressed with the program, which, 
technically, was version 2.0g. 


) 


A few weeks later I had the opportunity 
of looking at a later version purchased 
by a friend and fellow Melb PC member. 
That was v2.1, which had a number of 
improvements. An outstanding new 
feature was the facility for saving complete 
pages of music prepared by Music Works 
to the Windows clipboard in Windows 
Metafile (.wmrF) format. From the clip- 
board you can pour the music files into 
other graphics-aware Windows programs 
such as MS Word for Windows, Aldus 
PageMaker and Micrografx Picture 
Publisher, to name just a few of the 
programs in which I have subsequently 
tested this feature. More on this later. 


This updated review is based on an 
even more up-to-date version of music 
Works. It comes on CD-ROM as v2.1.1, but 
an update on 3.5 inch disk, provided 
with its own instruction sheet, brings the 
program up to v2.1.2. The original 
manual is unchanged, but most of the 
major changes are detailed in a useful 
User’s Guide Addendum, a READ.ME file 
with the details for creating and 
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new features 
enhance 


performance 





New features 

Changes have been made in three areas 
e Improvements to the main program 

e Supply of a major multimedia tutorial 
e Provision of a diagnostic utility 


Program improvements 


The most impressive addition is the WMF 
format clipboard facility, mentioned 
above. This expands the capability of 
Music Works to the creation of graphics- 
based material including musical scores, 
text and illustrations. Even though Music 
Works itself includes resources for 
adding text and lyrics, such additions can 
be handled more adeptly using (much 
more costly) programs such as Aldus 
PageMaker. 

The wr transfer process in earlier 
versions of Music Works required entries 
in the Music Works .INI file to determine 
the size of the graphic image to be 


controlling grace notes, is an exception. 





Music Works - 2.0 - Untitled Song 
File Edit View Palette Tools Player 








Figure 1. The main screen is unchanged. Figure 2. The tutorial in action. 
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Music Works Diagnastic - untitled med 


his device works correctly. It plays on all channels. 


Channel 10 is used from drums. This is the channel used by extended mode devices. 


he follow channels were tested 
Channel Tested Played Drum 


x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 
x x 


imers tested and ok. 
Precision timers tested and ok. 
Music Works Version 2.1.1 is installed correctly in directory c:\mw2\. 


he following DLLs are installed : 
mwdiadll.dil is installed correctly. 





Figure 3. Music Works diagnostic. 


imported into other Windows programs. 
The current upgrade enables you to set 
the required page size in Music Works, a 
much neater solution. 

Grace notes can now be added to 
compositions. These are short (or passing) 
notes which are played either before or 
on the beat. They are drawn at half 
-normal size and can be used and edited 
in virtually the same manner as standard 
notes. They cannot be beamed to normal 
notes, but a number of grace notes can 
be beamed together. The Edit Note dialog 
box now has a Grace Note checkbox 
and several more options to shift notes 
from their correct positions, play them at 
a time that differs from that indicated by 
the score and adjust the played length of 
a note. 

Control over adding of triplet notes has 
been much improved. You can select 
triplet mode (where triplet divisions are 
displayed on the ruler bar) by clicking 
on Layout from the View menu and then 
selecting the Triplets checkbox, or much 
more quickly by using the new hotkey 
Ctrl+D. The triplets, when created, can 
now be displayed as either curved or 
square (referring to the shape of the trio 
bracket). There is, as yet, no provision for 
the creation of quintuplets or septuplets. 

Double-dotted notes are now supported 
and for this purpose the dot icon of the 
Note Palette cycles through no dot, single 
dot, double dot each time it is selected. 

Double sharps and flats can now be 
included, so the Note Palette cycles 
through the options on the sharp or flat 
buttons. 

Sharps and flats (accidentals) can be 
offset from their normal positions in 
relation to the notes themselves by 
double-clicking on them and making the 
changes in the Offset dialog box that 
then appears. This is a very useful 
feature, particularly when displaying 
chords with more than one accidental in 
them. All such accidentals lie in the one 





Microsoft \W ord 


3a Docament! 


ee ee ne ee ee 





Figure 4. A Music Works page copied to Word for Windows. 


vertical plane, which you would rarely 
see displayed this way in standard 
printed music. Adjustments can now be 
made to improve clarity. You do have to 
be careful, though, to ensure that you 
double-click on the handle of the 
accidental rather than the handle of the 
note itself, to bring up the Offset box. 
So you might well need to zoom in to 
do this. You can also use the same 
dialog box to “hide” the accidental, if 
you wish. 

In previous versions of Music Works 
only pairs of staves could be linked by 
braces, which can be either square or 
curly braces. In the new version any 
number of staves on a page can be 
braced, using square braces. In fact, just 
one stave can be “braced” in this way, if 
you so desire. 

An option has been provided to turn 
guitar tabs on or off. This is controlled 
through the [Preferences] section of the 
MW2.INI file. The entire guitar tab can be 
shown, or just the title or the body, as 
required. 

Back-up copies of compositions are 
created when they are opened for editing 
and a number of other, more minor, 
procedural changes have also been 
made. As well, several minor bugs have 
been corrected. 


The tutorial 


This is a self-running Lotus Screencam™ 
movie which highlights many of the major 
features of Music Works. It takes you 
through the creation of a simple musical 
composition with both a bass clef and 
rhythm (drum) accompaniment. To use it 
in full screen mode, you will need to 
use a 640 x 480 display, whereas Music 
Works itself is better displayed in 800 x 
600 mode. 

The tutorial is not fully interactive, in 
that you cannot control precisely which 
segment you wish to repeat or omit, but 
you can pause and, to some degree, 
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speed the action. Of course you can exit 
whenever you wish. These limitations, 
are in the Screencam system, not the 
Music Works tutorial itself, which is well 
designed and fulfils a useful purpose. It 
runs quite satisfactorily from the CD-ROM, 
so you do not need to install this section 
to your hard disk. 


The diagnostic utility 

This is designed to check your system to 
ensure it is suitable for use with Music 
Works. The diagnostic checks your 
operating system, memory, MIDI devices 
and timers, and prepares a report for 
you. You can view the report in the 
program or print it, if you so wish. 


Internet presence 


If you have Internet access, you can visit 
the Middle Earth www site for Music 
Works at bitp:/Avww.gil.com.au/midearth 
where you will find latest news, technical 
information and a modest music 
composition library. You can download a 
demonstration version of Music Works 
from their site. 


Conclusion 

It is heartening to find this new, useful 
program being updated so energetically — 
work has already started on the beta 
versions of Music Works 3, for example. 
While version 2.1.2 is not a dedicated 
Windows 95 program, it performs quite 
satisfactorily in this environment. This 
latest version’s new features have 
enhanced the performance of an already . 
attractively priced, specialist program. 
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Irst Aid was reviewed by Bob Burt 
in PC Update, April, 1995. First Aid 
95 Deluxe (FA95) by CyberMedia 
is a suite of tools that claims to 
protect your data against software 
and hardware problems. 

Problems arise whenever you add a 
new program to your PC. Each program 
comes with its set of files, some of 
which are shared with others and some 
that could replace files of the same 
name. Conversely, a manual deletion can 
accidentally remove a shared file. Even 
where you know that you need to find 
a new driver file, you may not know 
the best place to begin looking. It is 
sometimes a problem to find the parent 
company site overseas and download a 
version of the driver that might not be 
suited to an Australian-market version. 


FA95 claims to correct over 10,000 


First Aid 95 Deluxe 





known problems and guards against 
conflicts in your PC. It will work with 


your existing Internet account and enable 


you to fetch the latest drivers and 
patches from vendor sites. A bound, 
53-page booklet entitled Tech Support 
Directory is complemented by an online 
version, CyberHelp, both of which list all 
major Australian branches of computer 
vendors and support organisations. 
Indeed, many user groups (including 
Melbourne PC User Group) are listed, 
along with their contact and web page 
details. 

The repair environment consists of a 
knowledge base known as AutoFix, 
which identifies errors and offers 
possible solutions, sometimes with more 
than one option. If a crash is imminent, 
it allows you to recover gracefully and 
displays the support information for 


Ash Nallawalla 





identifies errors 


and offers 


possible solutions 


AARNE SERIE RISE RIO ODODDEDEDIDDEDDE DIE EODEEDOEEDOCEDIEEDIDOLIDEDIDRIDOEDIOODSEDODEDEDSEISOEDIPEESEEIDEDIDODIIEEDID ODED EODDDODD EIDE DIDOLDEDS \ AIIEEIERIIIEELIEEDDEE DORI DE EDOEEIISEEDOELIEEOIS TOOT. 


the application vendor. RetroFix keeps 
snapshots of your configuration so that 
you can go back to a previous situation 
if some new setting causes problems. 


A Better Computer Solution! 


Authorised Intel dealer 


Talk with the people who REALLY know... 


Computer Rebuilds can also advise 
you on CD-ROMs, Hard Disks, 
Memory and Processor Upgrades, 
Multimedia and Networking solutions 


High performance 486 and Pentium 
systems, with the best quality components, 
can be yours — built exactly to your own 
specifications. Talk to us. We are keen 


to listen to YOUR needs and will assist 


you in planning YOUR computer. 


Call us for an obligation free assessment! 


COMPUTER REBUILDS 


Board & Drive Upgrade Specialists 


476 Swan Street, Richmond Vic 3121 
Telephone (03) 9428 4413 Fax (03) 9427 9279 


PC Update Readers' Choice Award Winner — 1994 


COMPUTE 
REBUILDS 
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f [Explorer] Double clicking on some files in the Explorer will not start up any application. 


The program: "C:\wINWORD\WINWORD.EXE" that the shortcut: "Start 
Menu\Programs‘4pplications*\Microsoft Word. Ink" refers to is missing. 


The program: "C:\TPW'TELI<. EXE" that the shortcut: "Start 
Menu\Programs‘Applications\T elix. Ink" refers to is missing. 


The program: "C:\ISWAISW EXE" that the shortcut: "Start 


Figure 1. FA95 finds some errors. 


CyberFix 


A major new feature within AutoFix is 
CyberFix, which includes a database of 
solutions to known problems in some 
100 application programs and more than 
50 multimedia cards. As products change, 
so should the CyberFix database; FA95 
uses your Internet connection to fetch 
updates from the CyberMedia site. This 
is done in the background, so you don’t 
see any web browser or file transfer 
program in action. 


FA95 has been thoroughly repackaged 
for Australia and it was gratifying to 
find no errors in a small sample of 
companies I checked. My PC has a 
less-than-perfect Windows 95 Registry 
and I was eager to see what FA95 could 
do for me. It found some shortcuts that 


First Aid 95 - Crash Protectar 





Figure 4. A crash has been averted. 
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Figure 2. An online update in progress. 


pointed to long-deleted 16-bit programs 
and it let me delete them. It also found 
some fonts in the Registry whose font 
files were missing. 

This is really a cosmetic error and 
does not cause a problem. Unfortunately 
FA95’s way of “fixing” this was to go 
looking for the missing files but there 
was no option to delete the orphan 
entries. It would have been good to see 
this feature, which exists for other types 
of problems, such as deleting those 
shortcuts. The README.TXT file does list a 
few known “incomplete” features and 
I am accustomed to finding minor 
shortcomings in most major programs. 


Although I know how to edit the 
Registry, at least enough to know what 
not to touch, a beginner should not even 
think of doing this. I deleted those font 
references manually, so an experienced 
user could use FA95 to identify such 








| 66 Albert Rd 
|) South Melbourne, VIC, 3205 


Main: 03 9699 6222 
FAX: 03 9699 6499 


BBS: 03 9699 6611 
E-mail: office@melbpc.org. au 
Web: www mwlbne ory ay 





Figure 3. Even Melb PC is listed! 


problems (that have no automatic fix). 
As for crash protection, I have had 
crashes but they have not locked up the 
system totally, so it seems to work. I am 
a bit sceptical of such claims, but am 
optimistic that FA95 goes a fair way 
towards solving those problems. The 
supplied “bad” programs when made 
to crash did not lock up the PC. 


Figure 5. FA95 attempts to fix my font problem. 
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Hooray for 


ooray for these two new 
offerings from the British 
developers, Lander Software, 
entitled “Hooray for Maths” 
(HM) and “Hooray for Spelling” 
(HS). The Hooray series commenced 
with two Dos-based products, “Hooray 
for Henrietta” (counting) and “Henrietta’s 
Book of Spells” (spelling), but the new 
ventures can be run on DOs, Windows 





Info Box 
‘Hooray for Maths/Spelling 


‘Minimum system requirements 
e 280 IBM or compatible computer 
e540 KB free RAM 
e Dos 3.2 or Windows 3. 1x/95. 
-e VGA graphics card 
-e Microsoft-compatible mouse 
| Both programs are supplied on 
CD-ROM, requiring a CD-ROM drive. 
os For full value you need a sound Gn 


Soundblaster, AdLib/AdLib Gold, Pro 


Audio Spectrum and compatible 
cards are supported. _ 


Availability and cost 


The programs are distributed in 
Australia and New Zealand by 
-Manaccom Pty Ltd 
Ph: — (07) 3870 4900 
Fax (07) 3870 9440 | 

(959.95 cach 





Figure 1. Opening screen, Hooray for Maths. 
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educational software! 





3.1x or Windows 95 platforms. 

HM is for children between 5 and 14 
years (or older) whereas HS aims at an 
older group of 7-year-olds to adults. 


Installation 


Separate setup programs are provided to 
handle pos or Windows installations. The 
amount of hard disk space required is 
not great. HM needs about 100 KB or 
so. HS uses about twice this. The CD-ROM 
must be in its drive while running the 
program, as the hard disk only holds 
setup information, scores, word/number 
lists and the manual. 


Main features 


Both the maths and spelling discs offer 
their exercises in a challenging games- 
style fashion, with multiple levels, 
selectable cegrees of difficulty for each 
level, and rewards for good performance. 


Good use is made of sound and 
graphics, with special, 3D-style graphics 
for the introductions, a clear descriptive 
spoken commentary for each program’s 
main menu, and amusing sound effects 
on completion of each task. 


Each program includes a Parent/Teacher 
section. Using this feature you can set 
appropriate starting levels and record, 
view and print results. For example, the 
maths disc has eight levels of difficulty 
that can be selected by the student, but 
through the Parent/Teacher section, you 
can modify each of these levels to a 
low, medium or high setting. HM covers 
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provide non- 
frustrating 
challenges, 
appropriate 
to age level 


and ability 


the four major maths operations of 
e Addition 

e Subtraction 

e Multiplication 

e Division 

but you can select these in various 


combinations or even omit some of them. 
You can also practise multiplication tables. 


The spelling program has five games 
e Flash—word recognition and memory 
e Complete— insert missing vowels 
e Crack-It—a code-breaking game 
e Hang-Up—a version of Hangman 
e Jumbles—anagrams 





Figure 2. Menu, Peeray for Maths: 
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Ec io re e 


Figure 3. Addition screen. 


As with the maths game, the 
Parent/ Teacher section can 
be used to adjust the degree 
of difficulty to low, medium 
or high. The degree of 
difficulty is reflected in the 
nature and type of clues given 
to the student. Although there 
is no time limit set for each 
game, a clock shows the time 
taken plus penalty time for 
clues requested Cif you have 
set penalties). 


After successful completion 
of each of these games, you 
are rewarded with its “magic” 
letter, ultimately forming the 
“magic” five-letter word 
needed to cancel the spell 
that had originally converted 
you from your normal hand- 
some self to a frolicking frog! 


HS has an initial supply of 
over 2700 words in 14 lists. 
As this is a British program, 
English rather than American 
spelling is provided, but in 
any case you can edit the 
lists, completely replacing or 
adding words as desired to 
make the spelling games truly 
Australian. 





Figure 7. Word completion. 
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Level: om fe re:1138 Level: OM 








And there’s more 

A fascinating addition is the 
provision of lists in French, 
German, Italian and Spanish, 
all with the correct accents. 
You can change language in 
mid-stream by pressing F4. 
Pressing F3 provides a function 
key listing (F5 to F10) and 
the accented character each 
represents in the particular 
language selected. Similar 
functions are available via 

the Parent/Teacher section to 
enable you to create new word 
banks in these languages.. 











Figure 5. Menu, Hooray for Spelling. 


Conclusion 

Both these programs are well 
constructed. You can easily 
adapt them to ensure that 
they provide non-frustrating 
challenges, appropriate to the 
age level and ability of any 
child. The programs make 
good use of colour, pictures 
and sound to enhance the 
basics. Of course, repetition 
is used to enhance skill and 
accuracy and the child will 
easily recognise his or her 
improved performances and 
derive satisfaction from it. 





Figure 6. Contents screen, Spelling. 


hoose a letter 











Figure 8. Remember Hangman? 
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Still Loco about POV-Ray 


PUFFING ALONG 


he August article featuring the 
POV-Ray animation of Stephenson’s 
“Locomotion” received your 
generous acceptance, so [m 
pushing my luck with another. 
Version 3 of POV-Ray is now available; I 
obtained the DOS version (POVMSDOS.EXE), 
its source code (POVMSD_S.zIP), and the 
Windows version (WINPOV3.EXE) from the 
Internet and uploaded them to the BBs; 
the Os/2 version is also there. The basic 
source is ftp.povray.org/pub/Official but 
there are Aussie mirrors; the main one is 
ftp.plaza.aarnet.edu.au/pub/—however, I 
had more success at fip.uwa.edu.au /pub/. 
I could not connect to uwne.edu.au/pub/ 
FreeBSD or to tas.gov.au/FreeBSD/, and 
did not try unsw.edu.au/pub/mac/ 
graphics/ because of that scottish 
reference. You can download “Hall of 
Fame” pictures, the best efforts of the 
past, or the entries in the monthly 
competitions, still or animation. You can 
of course submit entries. Also it offers 
other raytracing programs and utilities. 

I used the Dos version for this as Dos 
batch files can process the stereo 
animations. I haven’t yet tried the 
Windows version to handle these—a 
major benefit would be having use of 
the computer while rendering; also you 
can produce (non-stereo) animations 
without batch files. Christopher Cason, a 
Melbournian, produced the Windows 
version; he says that a few minor items 
need completion in due course. I noted 
that some of the hypertext links in the 
help files did not respond but it is 
complete enough to attract Windows 
devotees to ray tracing. 

The original “Puffing Billy” met my 
criteria as a subject—plenty of visible 
moving bits and ingenious linkage and 
control mechanisms. If you haven’t read 
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much about early locos, you would find 
it most enjoyable to do so; some were 
successful and some were not, but it is 
fascinating to see how the limitations of 
materials and metalworking processes 
were overcome. “Puffing Billy” was 
developed by Blacket and Hedley at the 
Wylam Colliery in 1814; a second similar 
machine was named “Wylam Dilly” (no 
kidding) and, a third, more prosaically, 
“Lady Mary.” It is worth noting that these 
machines served for about 50 years, with 
some modifications, and the first two are 
preserved in London and Edinburgh 
museums. 

It is interesting to compare “Puffing 
Billy” with “Locomotion,” 11 years later. 
The top rocking beams are fore and aft 
with connecting rods attached near their 
centres, driving a crankshaft between 
front and rear wheels, with right and left 
cranks 90 degrees out of phase. A gear 
wheel on the crankshaft drives through 
idlers to both axles which rotate at twice 
crankshaft speed. The linkages for the 
beams are quite neat; to keep the rear of 
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the beam directly above the cylinders, 
pivotting rods connect the centre of the 
beam to a fixed framework at a point 
directly above the cylinder so that they 
“scissor” with the rear half of the beam. 
Naturally, the horizontal location of the 
front end of the beam varies fore and aft 
by an inch or two as the beam oscillates, 
so it is supported on a vertical pivotting 
frame which allows this but constrains its 
location vertically; this front frame 
oscillates at twice the frequency of the 
beam (similar to the central framework 
on “Locomotion”). 

A vertical drive rod towards the front 
of the left beam operates a water pump 
down at mid-boiler level. Towards the 
rear of both beams are vertical rods 
which each have two “knockers” 
attached which, near top dead centre 
and bottom dead centre, flip control 
levers up or down. Steam slide-valve 
rods are attached to the levers behind 
their fulcra with, no doubt, the left beam 
controlling the right steam valve, and 
vice versa. Handles at the rear of each 





PC Update, November 1996 





lever allow the driver to slide the levers 
fore and aft through their fulcra to 
change the ratio between lever and 
steam valve movements, to give speed 
control. He could also disengage the 
levers from the “knocker” rods and 
manually control both steam valves for 
starting and stopping. Must have been a 
neat trick grabbing those moving 
handles, but apparently some drivers 
could even drive in the dark. The 
animation makes this action easier to see. 

As it had a double pass firetube in the 
boiler, the fire door is at the same end 
as the stack, i.e. the front, so the water 
tank and coal tender is also there. At 
least it didn’t have a tender behind— 
Sorry! 1930s comic record joke, 78 rpm, 
possibly Arthur Askey (someone will ring 
me!) There probably was not much 
talking on the job by the driver and 
fireman, separated by some noisy, crude 
gearing and the exuberant puffing off the 
steam-assisted draught which earned its 
name. The vertically bouncing steam 
pistons, well off centre, and in 
quadrature, produced a characteristic 
rock and roll which was probably more 
obvious than the beloved burbles of 
Ford V8s and Veedubs. The pioneers 
were diligent patenters of all features of 
their creations; Stephenson certainly 
managed to avoid most of Puffing Billy’s 
mechanical configurations, and later tied 
up many of his own. 


D.L.Y. 


By the time you read this, the Bps will 
have a file, PUFFINGB.LZH, containing a 
stereo animation, the .pov file, the batch 
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files and the method of producing the 
animation; ie. similar to LOCOMOTN.LZH 
(which had 86 downloads by mid Sept.). 
You need at least a 1 MB video card to 
play it on the 1024 x 768 SVGA screen. 
I’ve chosen to show a stripped down 
model (to show the gearing) with a 
complete one. In all, there are 2200 
objects such as cylinders, cones, boxes, 
nuts and rivets in the file, but pov-ray 
just munches away, producing the ten 
frames for the 1024 x 384 animation in 
two hours. You could modify the .pov 
files and batch files to rust the metal, 
change the clouds or produce higher 
resolution stills or non-stereo animations, 
as you fancy; I’ve produced an animation 
of both “Locomotion” and (one) “Puffing 
Billy” which well illustrates their similari- 
ties and differences. If enough of you 
are interested, it could go onto the BBS. 
I like the natural-looking clouds which, 
in stereo, disappear over the far horizon. 
They are calculated mathematically and 
faithfully reproduce in every frame—a 
rather basic requirement for animations. 
These barely scratch the surface of the 
tools provided by Ppov-Ray to try to match 
the delights of our glorious atmosphere, 
sunlight and water vapour— hazes, fogs, 
sunsets, storms and even rainbows. Much 
could be done to “rough up” the textures 
to get more weathered wood and metal; 
these locos are much too pristine and 
modellish. For some subjects, it would 
be preferable to disguise the precision of 
the results with haze, blur and distortion 
to get a warmer feel, even to the extent 
of impressionism. The tools are there and 
all it needs is time and application. 








I'd like to 
be a Sysop 


Carol Tidey 


I'd like to be a sysop, 
As bright as bright can be. 
As soon as I can figure out 
Where is the any key. 


The manuals I cannot read, 

Or am I very dense? 

The manual’s by Microsoft, 
That’s why they make no sense. 


I need three hands to press 
Control plus Alt Delete. 
With applications vanishing, 
The system’s incomplete. 
Please can I be a sysop? 
Pll do it very well. 

I'll even learn to type a bit, 
And maybe even sspell. 


I want to be a sysop, 

I know I’m not too smart. 

But with my jeans and lairy shirt, 
At least Pll look the part. 


They tell me Windows 95 

Will do all kinds of things. 

Like slowing my computer down, 
To make it crawl in rings. 

Td like to be a sysop. 

Please can I be one too? 

I'd eat chocolates and pizzas, 
Like computer people do. 


My protocols are all in bits 

I dropped them on the floor 

The bauds I used for sending them 
Jammed the Blue Wave door. 


They say I crashed my system. 

I hope it doesn’t last, 

To fix it up should not take much — 
I wasn’t going fast. 


If I were a sysop, 

I could snuggle up to Phil. 

And he could teach me not to be 
A nerd, a dweeb or dill. 


Can I be a sysop? 

My application’s here. 

If you let me have the job 

Pll buy you all a beer. 

The dingbats that appear on screen, 

Confuse me endlessly. 

I think T’ll have a biscuit, 

And another cup of tea. 

*Please* can I be a sysop? 

I’m a very clever girl. 

I’m not computer lit’rate, 

But [ll give the job a whirl. 

I'd like to be a sysop, 

As bright as bright can be. 

But I think I'll keep on looking 

For that missing any key. 
Modelled after Peter Smith, a poet, game 
person, and computerologist. Carol Tidey 
joined Melb PC in late September. 
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hese puzzles are designed 

to be solved without using a 
computer—if a bird-brain can 
write them, another bird-brain 
can solve them! 

Solve the puzzles (you may use plain 
paper or a photocopy—you do not need 
to mutilate your PC Update) and send 
your entry to 

Peter’s PC Update Puzzle 
November 
PO Box 14 
Ringwood VIC 3134 
to arrive by Friday 29 November. 

We'll publish the solutions and the 
winner in the February PC Update. 
October’s solutions and winner will be in 
the December—January magazine. 

No, entries cannot be accepted by fax or 
e-mail; good old-fashioned snail-mail 
gives everyone an equal opportunity and 
won't clog up my e-mail or fax! Also 
please don’t send entries to the Melb PC 
office —they are busy enough. 





This month’s prize is a copy of the Corel 
CD HOME Internet Mania, which Stan 
Johnstone reviewed in the March 1996 
issue of PC Update. 





powerful utilities 
to help you get the 

most from your 
infernet connection 


* Lycos” Web Search 
Home Page Author 
Web poge scanner 
Eosy access te FTP 

» Mewes fineler 
Personal Web server 
infernet directory 


» Pergoral stack ticker 


Peter’s PC Update Puzzle 


Racing Uncertainties 


The Spring racing season sees some un- 
likely starters. Five hopefuls were stabled 
at a country meeting in adjacent boxes, 
numbered in sequence from 1 to 5. Who 
rode what horse, where was it stabled 
and what colour was it? 


i; 
het 
>. 


Harry did not ride the piebald. 

The bay in box 1 was not Justin Front. 
Mudlark was in box 4, next to the 
chestnut. 

George’s horse, Full Throttle, was not 
in either of the end boxes. 

James and Ian discussed Dusty Heels’ 
lack of form over lunch. 

Ian’s mount was grey, and was kept in 
an odd-numbered box. 

The black horse, Bog Trotter, was kept 
next to Ken’s mount. 


Perambulating Proverbs 


Each proverb has its vowels left in place, 
but every consonant has been replaced 
by a number. (The numbers may not 
represent the same letter in each proverb.) 


September’s Results 
Ian Douglas won September’s CD-ROM. 


: est way fo surf a 
informatioh on the Inf 








4 Solutions 


Divide the House, 
Tim Howard, 
DTP Inc. 

The Kitchen Cabinet, 
Peter Keating, 
Print & Pulp 

Whole in the Middle, 
John Fischer, 
Type & Typos 

Midnight Madness, 
Kim Costello, 
Publish & Perish 

The Right Side, 
Paul Beazley, 
Wasted Words 


Don’t throw the baby 
out with the bathwater. 


Better be out of the 
world than out of 
fashion. oO 








Peter Smith 


Answer Grids 


Racing Uncertainties 
















































































Perambulating Proverbs 
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Free 


HEAD OFFICE / MAIL ORDERS: 


305 Latrobe Street, Melbourne, Vic. 3000 Call 
Phone:(03)9602-3499 Fax:(03)9642-8551 Pdr tal 





Melbourne suburbs: Hotline!! 
*- Cnr. Blackburn & Wellington Rds., Clayton, Vic. 3168 ‘e 
*- 88 South Pde., Blackburn, Vic. 3130 ( 1800 ) 335-90 1 
*- NEW STORE!! 311 Sydney Rd., Coburg, Vic. 3058 


(ALL ORDERS OVER 5Kg MUST TRAVEL ROAD EXPRESS.) 
UL) Standard Mail (Max. 500g) $4.00 
LJ Standard Mail (Max.1Kg) $5.50 





Ring our new enquires HOTLINE! 


131198 | (Victoria & 
Tasmania only) 
Trade & Tax Exempt orders: 
Phone: (03)9877-7071 Fax: (03)9877-7081 





OQ) Heavy Mail (1Kg to 5Kg) $8.00 wdibaag  grb 


LJ Road Express (Max. 10Kg) $12.00 
LJ Road Express (10Kg up) $15.00 
Q Air Freight (Max. 3Kg) $6.00 _ “lease stow 2 Ces 


SHOP HOURS: Mon.~Thurs. 8:30~5:30 Fri, 8:30~6:30 Sat. 9:00~1:30 | GQ airFreight (3kqt0 Ska) $15.00 f Saplalties and 3 days 








N.B. Normal prices charged unless ad prices quoted. 
Errors & omissions excepted. 
Prices & specifications — to change without notice. 


Q) Transit Insurance (Minimum of $1.00) 
Add $1.00 per $100.00 order value. 





(Australia only.) 








14" 1468 $395 
14"44m (s) $445 
15" 1505s $515 
15" 56i (d) $559 
15" 56m (d,s) $599 
17" 761 (d) $1055 
20" 20i(d) $1990 


s - built-in stereo speakers 
d - digital control 











purpose only. Actual unit may vary. 
Configuration: 
Genuine Intel Pentium CPU, GigaByte PCI bus motherboard 

with 256K pipeline burst cache, on-board dual channel enhanced 
IDE and floppy controller, on-board 1 x enhanced parallel and 2 x 


16550 UART fast serial ports, 1.2G mode 4 HDD, 16M EDO RAM, 

1.44M FDD, 2M S3 Trio64V+ video card, 15" NI / digital monitor, lomega 

8X speed CD-ROM drive, Sound Blaster 16 Plug and Play, pa 

pair of speakers, MS mouse and pad, Windows 95 keyboard, ZIP d 

choice of desk-top or mini-tower case plus r IV es 
Windows 95, MS Encarta 96, MS Works 4.0, MS Money, Removeable 

MS Creative Writer, MS CD Sampler, MS Windows Games, 400Mb cartrid 

and VET 9.11 anti-virus software. cartrlages 


fate Available in external SCSI or parallel interf 
2 year parts, unlimited labour warranty. sien SCSMiotae ae 


I year on-site warranty, delivery and setup. * Ideal for small scale storage & backup. 
-Limited to Melbourne metropolitan areas only. Conditions apply. Advantages over tape drives are speed 


(20MH; (SMH ada 8 Sh Sei phe 8 
(SIH ZIM {46M 


a hard drive. Additional cartridges $26 
Upgrade options: : Now Ser $5001! 


512K pipeline cache in lieu of 256K add $25 Specification 

Latest Intel Hx chipset in lieu of VX add $30 - Compact A4 size 

- Resolution from 100 to 4800 DPI 
- Fast single pass scanning 

- Up to 24-bit true colour scanning 
- SCSI interface (card included) 

- TWAIN compatible 













Fantastic value 
for money at .... 


For limited time only, you can purchase 
this terrific printer for only $250 when 
you buy a computer system as advertised 





50M Seabatis $259 
.2G Maxtor SB2O95 
.2G Seagate SB2O95 
1G Maxtor S399 
5G Quantum $485 
2 


8 
1 
1 
25 
2. 
3.2G Quantum ¥$559 





- - 256K genuine cache 
- 3x PCI bus slots 





- 2 x 72pin SIM sockets 1M 30pin $16 IBM 5x86-100 $49 

- on-board dual channel AM 72eIe S60 —_ IBM 6x86-120 P-150 $225 

E-IDE controller 4M 72pin EDO $42 IBM 6x86-133 P-166 $345 

- on-board floppy controller Hy lane Ba $79 Pentium-120 $259 

- 2 x on-board 16550 UART serial ports GR Tonk phe Pentium-133 $399 

pl 132 Pentium-150 $535 
m - 1 x enhanced parallel port 16M 72pinEDO =—s_- $199 


32M 72pinEDO $399 Pentium-166 $735 





























HEWLETT” 
PACKARD 








HP LaserJet 5SiMX 





MIS MANAGER 





The new HP LaserJet 5SiMX printer means the end of running around the office 
to help users with their printing problems because it features the latest version of 
HP’s JetAdmin printer management software. Your life will be made easier with 
simple network printer installation, sophisticated pre-emptive diagnostics and remote 
trouble-shooting tools. And at the same time the printer users will be able to manage 
their jobs more easily with simple point-and-click printing, real-time printer status 
and job cancellation at any time. There’s also optional enhanced paper handling 
with input capacity of 3100 sheets. Printing is possible on media up to A3, with a 


breakthrough print speed of up to 24 pages per minute for unrivalled productivity. 


Be sure it’s easy. FBReas dems tacae sO 





For more information see your nearest HP dealer or phone 13 13 47. Or, to receive a fact sheet, telephone our 
HP FIRST fax service, on (03) 9272 2627 and request ID number 90204. JWT HPC 580 


Sad 


